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WE not only to inſpire Men with * 
We. great and manly Notions, which, 

may ſeem New, or little known ; 
but alſo to 2 ſeveral ANY, 180 
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with which my Proteſtant Countreymen were 
formerly fired univerſally ; and which now is 
in Many grown languid, and in Some quite 
extinguiſhed : And (what is moſt amazing) 
too great a Number of Thoſe, who ſhould 
- approve themſelves the Beſt Friends, and who 
affect to be thought the moſt Zealous Cham- 
pions of our Religion, are ſo monſtrouſly re- 
conciled to the Church of Rome, (notwithſtan- 
ding their Sacred Engagements) that they 
ſeem only to wait for an Opportunity to de- 
liver up both our Liberties and our Worſhip 
into the Hands of a Popiſh Uſurper 

Txr1s Week I received the "FER of a 
Viſit from a Friend, who quitted $ain upon 

the preſent Poſture of Aﬀairs. He was always 
a Good Proteſtant, and a True Lover of his 
Countrey ; but, by living in a Nation, where 
an Inquiſition makes Slavery and Superſtition 
paſs for the Rights and Religion of ankind, 
his former Abhorrence of Tyranny of every 
Sort was nobly improved. He expreſſed an 
uncommon Surpriſe at the Favourable Opinion 


of Popery, which he found prevailing at Home. 
His Converſation warmed my Heart; and put 
me upon enquiring, whence theſe growing 
Prejudices, in Favour of that once-exploded 
Religion, ſhould proceed; and x made me like- 

wiſe 
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wiſe thoroughly ſenſible, how neceſſary it is 


for every Honeſt Briton, to aſſiſt in putting a 
Stop to the ſpreading of {> malignant and 
ruinous a Contagion. ne 
As ſoon as it was found, That the Pres 
tender would not turn Proteſtant; his Agents 
thought the beſt Expedient to remove that Ob- 


ſtacle, and to ſmooth his Paſſage to the Throne, 


would be to cool the Nation's Averſion to Po- 
pery. This, for ſome Years paſt, has been gra- 
dually managed with great Art, and a Succeſs 
now too manifeſt to be diſregarded. To pro- 
mote this Deſign, ſeveral Dormant Opinions 
of thoſe Authours, who in the Reign of King 
Charles I. were willing to advance, as neat as 
Proteſtants could, towards Popery, were re- 
vived and improved. To ſoften the Abſurdity 
of Tranſubſtantiation, a Sacrifice in the Eucha- 
riſt is aſſerted: To flatter the Ambitious a- 


mongſt the Clergy, the Power of the Church 


has been carried to extravagant Heights; Hopes 


were to be given them, that they ſhould be a 


Body independent of the State: Auticular Con- 


feſſion is urged as a Neceſlary Part of Chriſtian 


Diſcipline : And, to make them over-look the 


Real Dangers the Church is in from the Papiſts, 


they have been alarmed with Imaginary Fears 


of the Diſſenters. Hence the Diſſenters have 


A3 been 
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been painted in the moſt odious Colours; 
while ſuch favourable Repreſentations have 
been made of the Papiſts, that it is a received 
Maxim amongſt the Populace, That it it better 
to be a Papiſt, than a Presbyterian ; notwith- 
ſtanding the Former is a Superſtitious Idolater, 
and the Latter owns all the Eſſentials of Chri- 
ſtianity, differing from us only in. ſome Out- 
ward Forms and Modes. | 
Seyeral accidental Cauſes have likewiſe con- 
ſpired to facilitate theſe Deſigns of our Ene- 
mies: As Firſt; a notorious Corruption of 
Manners; which inclines the. Looſe. of both 
Sexes to look towards Popery, as the faireſt, 
Twig to catch at, to ſave their. ſinking Con- 
ſciences. In the next Place; Party-Reſentment 
is ſo ſtrong in many, that to gratify. their Re- 
venge, they would riſque. the Ruin of them- 
ſelves and of the whole Conſtitution, in Hopes. 
to overthrow their imaginary Adverſaries. 
Thirdly; Popery does not appear Bare-faced in 
England; the Terrours of it are veiled; and it 
is under ſuch. Reſtrictions by our Laws, and 
repreſented ſo harmleſs through the Cunning 
of the Enemies to the Proteſtant Succeſſion; 
i that the Inconſiderate are put off their Guard, 
| and inſenſibly learn to play with their Danger, 
| and at laſt, even to court their Ruin. | 
| Laſtly; 
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Laſh; There is füch a Diſtance of Time 
from the Reign of K. James II. when the De- 
fins and Practices of the Papiſts were open 
and notorious, that few of the preſent Gene- 
ration have been Eye-Witneffes to them; and 
therefore they retain but faint; traditional Im- 
preffions of the Odiouſneſs of Popery : And 
( which I am forry to mention ) thoſe Watch» 
Men, who ſhould, from Time to Time, have 
refreſhed the Memory of thoſe Days, and have 
Kept alive in the Minds of Proteſtants the au- 
dacious Attempts upon our Religion and Li- 
berties, have either careleſly or wilfully neg- 
lected to continue the Alam. 
It is therefore high Time to awaken my 
Countrey-Men from this prevailing, fatal Le- 
thargy : It is high Time to cry aloud to them, 
That Popery is an abſurd, ſuperſtitious, enthu- 
ſiaſtick, idolatrous, cruel Inſtitution: That it 
darkens the Underſtandings, and enſlaves the 
Conſciences, of its Votaries ; and is as much 
an Enemy to Vertue as to Truth: That it 
breaks aſunder all the relative Ties of Men 
one to another; that it utterly ſubverts all 
the Advantages of Society; and does effectu- 
ally (what the firſt Chriſtians were falſly ac- 
cuſed of) turn the World upſide down. 


944 I would 
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I would have my Proteſtant Countrey- Men 
farther convinced, that Popery is as reſtleſs 
now to contrive, and as powerful to effect, our 
Ruin, as it was formerly; that all her ſpecious 
Pretences of Moderation and of Friendſhip are 
inſidious: And, to think of ſetting a Popiſh 
Prince over a Proteſtant People, is as ſtrong 
an Inſtance of Infatuation, as it would be to 
commit the Sheep to the keeping of the Wolf. 

Theſe Conſiderations are ſo evident and 
glaring, that I need not here enlarge upon 
them. I ſhall therefore, at preſent, only en- 
deavour to renew in my Fellow-Subjets their 
wonted Averſion to Popery, by a lively and 
fine Alluſion, which Terms Idolatry a Spiritual 
Whoredom. And if we look upon the Romiſh 
Church in this Light, a general Horrour of Po- 
pery in a Proteſtant Countrey (to purſue the 
ſame Alluſion) is a National Modeſty, neceſſary 
to preſerve its Purity : It is ſome Degree of 
Proſtitution in Proteſtants to hear Popery fa- 
vourably named, without a Bluſh, and mani- 
feſt Tokens of Indignation : Not to ſtartle, is 
to comply ; not to condemn, is to approve of, 
and encourage, the mercileſs Raviſher of our 


Liberty and our Religion, 
Monday, 
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Et wos, d lawi, carpam, & te, proxima mynee ; 
Sic poſi ite No ſuaver miſcetit odorer. 
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I laſt, through the Contributions 
of my Friends, I have gathered ſuch 
a Variety of Materials, as will make 

TR 2 Patch-work Paper; which may 
be peruſed, to Advantage, with little Attention; 
and may pleaſe, from its Novelty, more chan 
an Uniform Piece. I give it to the Publick 
(in the Holydays) as a Half-ſbeet Miſcellany, in 
which every Reader may find * to 
pleaſe his Fancy. 


T xs Firſt Pi" is a very Familiar, 
Off- hand Epiſtle, dated the Twenty-ſixth of 
January laſt, from a young Gentleman to his 

Friend, who had written to him in Verſe: And 
I am 


— 
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1 am of Opinion, it will be reliſhed by the 
 ſprightly young Fellows, who drink Chan- 
Ng. | 
EAR Tom, thy motly Lines diſcover 

At once the Poet and the Lover ; 

Titles, all Pretty Fellows drive at, 

And very Few, or None, arrive at: 

For, Hearts, that prove ſincerely True, 

And Heads, that diftate Something New, 

Are Talents, Nature grams to Few. 

And yet, when Beaus at Beauty nibble, 

They all turn Wits, and needs muſt ſcribble; 


But You ( forgive ſo juſt a Praiſe) 
Have won the Mirtle and the Bays : 
The Mirtle with the Bays entewin'd 
(A double Wreath) your Brow ſhall bind. 
The One ſoſt Sapphicks ſpall inſpire, 
And tune to Love the moving Lyre : 
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The Other made you riditule 
The Nuave, the Pert, e ' n 
In Comedy or Satire ſhine, | 
As gently Keen in every Line, cg 
As when fair Amoret is ſeen, | 
Half in Good Humour, half in Spleen; 


Poets, tir true, N Timer, ” "Bi 
Did to their Subjectr ſet their Chimes: 
Hence Satire in Iambick biters, .: | 
And Praiſe attempts Pindarick * 

Smart Epigram, as Fancy m. 

May.ſport in Quibbler or in Punt; 

While Love, and Grief, and every FRO... 


In mournful Elegy complain. 


Now, of all Theſe you-make.a Mixture" 
Might prove ( you: think.) a -Love-Ekicig.:. 
But if, alas, it ſbauld not cure 

Tour Haan relentleſs Calemtare, 


Take 


12 The FREE-TRIN KER. No 107 


Take my Advice; Leave it to Time ; 
Try any Remedy, but Rhime : 

For, the Muſes, Inmps of Jove, 

Are wamon Wenches, Pimps to Love: 
And Helicon, that quackiſh Liquor, 
Makes the Fools, who drink it, ſicker. 


I can no more: Dear Tom, Adieu; 
And think on Him, who thinks on ou. 


T x2 Lover, to whom I gave my Advice 
on the Twenty-Third of February, has ſent 
me a very obliging Letter of Thanks; in 
which he encloſes the following Verſes, de- 
firing the Free-Thinker to convey them to his 
Fair Acquaintance, being at preſent unfortu- 
nately ſeparated from her. | 


* 
THE Bird, that hears her Neſilings cry, 
And flies Abroad for Food, | 


Returns, impatient, through the Shy, 
To nurſe the callow Brood, 
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To lem how ardently I hre, 
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Mak, mY 
The tender Mother knows no h,, 
But bodes a thouſand Harms, 
And ſickens for the Darling Bm 
While abſent from ber Am. 
3. a . \ | 7 7 1 

Such Fondneſs, with Impatience jn d, 
My faithful Boſom fires, | 1 
Now forced to leave my Fair behind; . - \ - 
The Queen of my Deren: 


4. 
The Powers of Verſe too languid prove; .. 
All Similes are vain," 


1 
** | 
6 / 4 


Or to relieve my Pain. 


The Saint, with fervent Zeal inſpirs © 
For Heaven and Joys Divine, 


5 
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We Saint is not with Raptures fi d 
More pure, more warm than mine. 
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8. 

I take what Liberty I dare ; 
Twere impiout to ſay more: 
Convey my Longings to the Fair, 
- The Goddeſs, I adore. 


T # # next Piece is a Thought elegantly 

Wrought out from a Greek Epigram, bs Gen- 
tleman of Oxford; andis a Genteel Reprimand 
to all the beautiful Coquettes in the Nation. 


: 1. 
cn is your Shape and Air, 
Aud your Face as Morning fair | = 
cl Lip, and Neck of ß 
Cheeks, where opening Roſes blow ! 
| When you ſpeak, or ſmile, or move, 
| All is Rapture, All is Lou. 


z * 
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2. 
But thoſe Eyes, Alas, I hate! 
Eyes, that beedleſt of my Fate, 
Shine with undiſcerning Rays ; 
On the Foplin idly gaze, | 
Watch the Glances of the Vain; | 
Mau ming with cold Diſcains | 


I RzeoMMEND the facceeding Little O. 
to Thoſe of my own Sex, who have waſted 
their whole Time ſrom their Youth in accu» 
mulating Wealth; and may ſtand in need, in 
their Latter Days, of a Wife; in hopes to cloſe 
the laſt Scene of Life as agreeably, as they 
paſſed their more "” rous Time laborioully, 
It is the Courtſhip an Oid Man to à young 
Virgin, imitated from Anacreon ; and may in- 
ſpire a Hail Citizen with many witty Con: 


———— 


And why ſo en n Mhoming ; 
I: Innocence of Age aftaid? = 


PIT 
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Thy Cheek may with the Roſe compare ; 
My Head is, as the Lilly fai 
What lovely Garlands Maids compoſ q 


Who eweave the Lilly with the Roſe ! 


TO conclude my Collection, 1 have a ſhort 


Original Epigram ; written in Good Humour: 


And yet, I foreſee, it will not make ſome of 


my Readers laugh, though their Spirits are 
brisker, and their Hearts more jocund now, 


than they have been fince the Defeat of the 


Spaniſh Fleet in the Mediterranean. 


GrorRes came to the Gown with bun 6 


0 
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ad 


Indoctur — enim is ms 8 
 Rufticus urbano confuſus, turpis honeſto? 


Hor? 


To the Fxrr-TrrNKER, 


7 Eaſfter-Monday, 1718. 

r T muſt be confeſſed, you are the 
IF moſt uſeful, as well as the moſt 
| 19 reaſonable, Engliſh Philoſopher; 
 <nAoFe our Age has produced: But ne- 
: vertheleſs, I can afſure you, that for One 
© Diſciple you have amongſt the Fair Sex, the 
© Swiſs-Sage may count an Hundred: And yet, 
I dare ſay, your Perſon is to the full as en- 
« gaging as his. In ſpight of your ſeaſonable 
. A een ons on * 1 r I find the 
up — 


* 
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© Iniquity of them is to be renewed. On 
 * Thurſday next, between the Hours of Ten 
© and Twelve at. Night, will begin another 
© Publick Sale by Inch of Candle, at the Great 
Petticoat-Warehouſe in the Hay-Market, for 
© the Benefit of Mr. Heidegger; the Auction to 
continue till Sun- riſing; and the Conditions 
© of Sale, as uſual: Neither do I believe, this 
Collection of Figures will be the Laſt, to be 
£ expoſed this Seaſon. | | 


© For my Part, Mr. Free-Thinker, I ſhall ne- 


© yer forgive the Ingenuity of this Switzer 3 
© {ince his Inventions have deprived me of the 
© greateſt Happineſs, I propoſed in Life. You 
< muſt know, Sir, I had made my Addreſſes 
© to Imoinda with all the Succeſs, a Lover 
* could wiſh for: The Day of Marriage was 
appointed; and the Father had conſented to 


© give me Five Thouſand Pounds with his fa- 


© vourite Daughter. In the mean time, it hap- 


© pened, that ( without her Knowledge) I 


_ © diſcovered her, Three Rendezvouſing Nights 
© ſucceſſively, at the Haunted Houſe, when 
* the Crowing of the Cock had warned the 
$ Spectres to retire: The firſt time,ſhe appeared 
£ as a Sultan; the next Night, ſhe walked as a 
© Milk Maid, till Five in the Morning; and the 
© Third time, I found her tripping after a 


P — 


* * — 
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Lord, in the Habit of a Running Footmand 
Hereupon, I demanded Five Thouſand Pounds 
more of the Father, for Maſquerade-Money ? 
He was pleaſed (with Tears in his Eyes) to 
think my Demand reaſonable, - conſidering 
how One Extravagance makes way for Ano- 
ther : But, his Circumſtances not enablin 
him to advance Half the Summ; I was 3 
in Common Prudence, to renounce the in- 
tended Marriage, much againſt my Inclina⸗ 
tions. : 

such of our Gentry as have a Genius for 


Intrigueing, and Others, who are only dif- 


poſed to be Innocently Merry, may certainly 
contrive to gratify their Humours at a 
cheaper Rate, than by ſuffering Mr, Heideg- 
ger to tax their Pleaſures. I own, I am fo 
dull of Apprehenſion, that I can diſcover no 


Ingenuity, no Advantage or Improvement, 


in all this Expenſive, Publick Folly ; unleſs 
it be, that ſome Families may be bleſt with 
an Heir, without the Trouble of ſendin 

their Ladies ſo far as the Bath, this Summer, 
I am, 7 


„„ 
Tour True Diſciple, 


UzBanus; 


x. 
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Tux Extravagancy, complained of in this 
Letter, is grown too Faſhionable to be diſ- 
countenanced by Ridicule; and too Notorious, 
not to deſerve the moſt Publi ck Reproofs of 
every Good Man. The Infection of it ſpreads 
like a Peſtilence, in ſuch a vaſt Populous City 
as This is ; eſpecially, where the People of 
every Rank are ſo Free, that no One, who can 
procure a Ticket for Love or Money, can be 
denied Admittance ; and where likewiſe the 
Diverſion is ſo New, that their very Curioſity 
excites Hundreds to crowd to it. Upon this 
Account, I have all along wondered, how Per- 
ſons of Quality could be brought to think, there 
can be any Politeneſs or Decency in an Amuſe- 
ment, wherein they debaſe Themſelves to mix, 
at unſeaſonable Hours, in Diſguiſe with the 
vile and the profligate of Both Sexes, 

I have, long ſince, repreſented the Evil Con- 
ſequences of Luxury in a Nation; And (1 
believe) I need not prove, that publick Vaſ- 
querading is not only a New, additional 
Branch of Luxury amongſt us; but likewiſe, 
that it tends more immediately to corrupt the 
Sobriety and Chaſteneſs of the People's Morals, 


— 


9 1 


* N 42. 


than 
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than any Other Folly heretofore introduced: 
And,as for the Elegance of this Popiſh Paſtime, 
it is at beſt but a Corruption of Blind Man's 
Buff. 

There is a Libertiniſm and a Wantonneſs 
imply'd in the very Deſign of Maſquerades : 
And, if the Company met in their ſtrange 
Habits with no other Intention, but to ſpeak 
and act as they do upon other Occaſions in 
Publick; the ſame Perſon would hardly be 
twice at the Trouble and Expence, which is 
well known to Mrs. Long. I cannot help ob- 
| ſerving to my Countrey-Women, that there is 

ſomething Hardy and Manniſh in blending 
frankly with a Muleitude of Borrowed Faces : 
This alone ( to ſuppoſe nothing worſe ) does 
by degrees wear out that Female Shyneſs an 
Timidity, and the Delicacy of that natural 
Modeſty, which is the ſecureſt Guard of a La- 
dy's Innocence and Vertue. The Diſtinction 
of Sexes is confounded ; A Countels liſtens to 
the Gallantry of a Chamber-Maid; and a Lord 
is fired with the Coquettry of a Page. Hu- 
bands make unconſcious Love to their Wives, 
and Wives ſeduce their Husbands ; a Brother 
dies for his Siſter, and a Father has been known 
to tempt his Daughter : In a Word, ſuch Diſ- 
coveries are made in this Love. Lottery, as cre- 
B 3 ate. 
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ate a mutual Diſſatisfaction: And the natural 
Conſequence of all this blind Liberty, is Jea- 
louſies, Breaches, Separations and Divorces, in 
Families, which might have preſerved their 
Quiet, their Reputation, their Fortunes, had 
the Theatre in the Hay-Market never been per- 
verted to wrong Purpoſes. 

To ſhew how this Extravagancy ſlackens 
the Induſtry, and breaks in upon the Frugality, 
of Young Merchants and Tradeſmen ; I ſhall 
recollect an Inſtance, I remember ſince Laſt 
Year. About this Time Twelve-month, as I 
came from the Exchange; by Stocks-Market 
(between Ten and Eleven in the Morning) I 
met a Cardinal in his Scarlet Robes, in a 
Hackney Chair, with the Glaſſes down, and 
his Face uncovered. He looked very Pale and 
. Fatigued ; ſo that, in the midſt of my Surpriſe 
at ſo aſtoniſhing a Sight in the City, I began 
to pity the poor Man; till Ibethought myſelf, 
that his Eminency came from the Duties of 
the Concluding Maſquerade for that Year. 
Upon Enquiry, I am informed, he was never 
known, from that Day forward, to appear up- 
pn the Exchange amongſt his Fellow-Citizens. 
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' London, March 2 21. * 


In FRE x- THINKER, 


Am pleaſed, you have aſſured my Lovers 
1 that my * Firſt Letter was not Feigned; 
y * I deſire you to make my Compliments 
© to all the Gentlemen, who Toaſt me ſo af- 
© fefionately. ' I intend ſoon to reveal myſelf 
© to the Batchelour Candidates, in a proper 
Manner; and ſhall not be long in determir- 
© ing my Choice: In the mean time, I do not 
* forbid the Addreſſes of any of the Perſons, 
© you mention, excepting Bob Smart. I thank 
„ Mr. R. L. for his excellent Verſes dedicated 
to me; and, upon examining my Heart, I 
© can with Modeſty pretend to the Vertues, 
, be requires in a Wife. I am, 


SIR, 
* Tour much obliged Pupil, - 


MIRANDA: 


P. & I deſire to know, whether Mr. Free- 
c T hinker be a e * 


* - 


No 93, 103. -_ 
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1 Mvusr inform the Reader, that both the 
Epiſtles from Miranda are in the ſame Cha- 
racter, and not written in a Man's Hand. In 
2 open the Second Letter, I obſerved, 
it was ſealed with a Thimble, the Coat of 
Arms of a Houſewife, The Queſtion, ſhe is 
pleaſed to put to me in the Poſtſcript, may 
ptobably raiſe a 3 in her Admirers, and 
make ſeveral of my Diſciples envy the Happi- 
neſs of their Teacher: Nevertheleſs, I muſt 
acquaint my Ward, that I am a Batchelour 
(as the is a Spinſter) through the Inſufficiency 
of Love Promiſes : But then, I do not come 
within the Limitation of Years determined by 
Miranda; though I muſt add, for the Credit 
of my Profeſſion, That many a Fine Gentleman 
of the Town is not ſo Youthful at Five and 
Twenty, as a ſound Philoſopher is at Forty. 
But then again, I am ſo wholly taken up with 
my Concern for the Publick, that I am not 
at Leiſure to attend to the endearing Cares of 
a Family, and the engaging Amuſements of 
— 
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There's 30 * to Wild Wi Il yu Laws * 
ſeribe; 
pen you bid Fortune carry back ber Brite: 
A Joy, which None, but greateſt Minds can 
taſte ; | 
A Fame, which will to ndl Ages laſt. 
D RYDEN. 


* —_ ER b * i. 


02 5 HE 77 a Nights are paſſed; and 
in a few Days, the Fire-{ide wi 
8 not be the Scene of Converſation: 

* Therefore, I ſhall diſmiſs my * Win- 
— Tales for this Seaſon, with the 
following Story; which (through the Length 
of it) I not be able to conclude in one 


Paper. And here I maſt n to my 2 


_ _ a th. _— 


— — 


that 
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that I ſtudy never to amuſe them with a Tale, 
which does not convey a Moral, and ſome uſe- 
ful Knowledge of Life; that young Minds 
may be improved, while they are delighted, 
as the Body is agreeably ſtrengthned by gentle 
Exerciſes. 


HERE was a young Man of extraordi- 

nary Beauty, whoſe Name was Florio ; 
who was as remarkable for his Vertue and. In- 
genuity, as his Elder Brother Braminto was 
noted for Deformity, and a brutal, wicked Diſ- 
poſition. The Mother, who doated upon her 
Second Son, looked on the other with Hor- 
rour. The Eldeſt, ſtung with Jealouſy and 
Envy, deviſed a monſtrous Calumny to ruin 
his Brother. He made his Father believe, that 
Florio went often by ſtealth to a Neighbour's, 
who was his avowed Enemy ; that he informed 
him of all the Family Concerns, and had en- 
tred into Meaſures with him to Poiſon his Fa- 
ther. Hereupon the Father, in his Fury, beat 
4 his Innocent Son moſt cruelly; impriſoned him 
U in a damp Dungeon, Three Days; and then ba- 
niſhed him from his Houſe, with Menaces to 
kill him, if ever he returned. The afflicted 
Mother was terrifyed; though ſhe did not dare 
to vent her Anguiſh, but in ſecret Sighs. The 


unhappy 
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unhappy Youth went from his Father's Houſe, 
not knowing which way to direct his wander- 
ing Steps. He journey d onward, as the Coun- 
trey lay before him ; and towards Evening, he 
_ paſſed through a dark Foreſt, The Night over- 

took him, as he came under the Shelter of a 
great Rock : There he laid Himſelf down, at 
the Entrance of a Cave, on a Bed of Moſs, near 
which ran a Rill of pure Water; and he ſoon 
fell into a Sleep, through the Laſſitude of his 
Spirits, notwithſtanding his Sorrow. 

When he waked to the early Muſick of the 
Birds, he ſaw a beautiful Woman, mounted 
on a Milk-white Steed with Trappings of 
Gold, who ſeemed to follow the Chace. Have 
you not ſeen ( ſaid ſhe) a Stag paſs this Way, 
purſued by Hounds? Neither Stag nor Hounds 
have I ſeen, teply'd the Youth. You ſeem (ſaid 
the Lady then) to be greatly afflicted : What 
is your Diſtreſs ? Be comforted, young Man; 
and take this Ring, which will make you the 
moſt happy and the moſt powerful of Mortals, 
provided you never abuſe my Gift. When you 
turn the Diamond inward, you will become 
Inviſible; when you turn it outward, you 
* be Viſible: When you ſhall put the Ring 

pon your Little Finger, you will be taken for 
the Son of the King, and be attended by a mag 


nificent 


28 The FREE-THINKER. No 109 


nificent Train of Courtiers ; and if you ſhift it 
to your Fourth Finger, you will appear in your 
natural Figure. She ſaid no more; but in an 
Inſtant, plunged out of Sight into the Wood: 
When, the young Man ſoon apprehended, that 
the Lady, who ſpoke thus to him, was a Fairy. 
Tranſported with his good Fortune, Florio 
reſolved to return to his Father's Houſe ; impa- 
tient to make Trial of his Ring. He ſaw and 
he heard every thing he deſired, without being 
diſcovered; and had it in his Power to avenge 
himſelf of bis Brother, without being expoſed 
to any Danger. Nevertheleſs, he could not 
refrain from diſcloſing himſelf to his diſconſo- 
late Mother; whom he entruſted with his 
ſtrange Adventure. This done, he removed 
his enchanted Ring to his Little Finger, and at 
once appeared entring the Houſe like the 
Prince, the Son of the King, attended by a 
Number of Officers, richly cloathed, with an 
Hundred Led-Horſes in his Train. h 
His Father was aſtoniſhed to ſee the King's 
Son in his little Houſe; and was at a Loſs to 
know how he might behave himſelf towards 
him, with proper Reſpe&.: Florio demanded of 
him, How many Sons he had ? To which he 
anſwered, Two. I deſire to ſee them; bring 
them inſtantly before me : I have a mind to 
| carry 
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carry them Both to the Court, and make their 
Fortunes, continued he. The Father, heſita- 
ting through his Guile, ſaid ; This is my Eldeſt, 
whom I now preſent to you. Where then is 
the youngeſt ? I muſt ſee him likewiſe, reply'd 
Horio. He is not at Home, ſaid the Father: 
I chaſtiſed him for a Fault; and he is run away. 
But, anſwered Florio; you ſhould have endea- 
voured to amend him by your Inſtructions, and 
not have driven him from your-Houſe. Never- 
theleſs, give me the Eldeſt ; and let him fol- 
low me: And do you (ſpeaking to his Father) 
go along with two of my Guards, who will 
conduct you to the Place, I ſhall appoint. Im- 
mediately two of the Guards took the Father 
under their Care: And now the Fairy, already 
mentioned, coming up to him in a Foreſt, 
ſmote him on the Shoulder with a golden 
Wand, and compelled him to go down into a 
deep, dark Cavern ; where he remained under 
the Enchantment, Abide there (ſaid ſhe) till 
your Son comes to deliver you. 
In the mean time, Florio went to the King's 
Court; when, the young Prince was embarked 
with Troops, to carry on a War in a diſtant 
Iſland. He had been driven by the Winds on 
a ſtrange Coaſt; where ſuffering Shipwreck, he 


Was .—T— a Captive, amongſt a barbarous 
People, 
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People. Hlorio made his Appearance in the 
Court, as if he was the very Prince, whoſe 
Loſs was univerſally lamented. He ſaid, he 
ſhould never have ſeen his own Countrey again, 
had he not been aſſiſted by ſome Merchants. 
He was the publick Joy: The King received 
him with Fatherly Tranſports, which appeared 
in the Silence of his cloſe and eager Embraces: 
The Queen felt all the tender Raptures of a 
fond Mother: And publick Rejoycings and 
Feſtivals were ordered, throughout the King- 
One Day, this young Man, who paſſed for 
the Prince, ſaid to his own Brother; Braminto, 
you ſee I have brought you from a Village to 
the Court, in order to make-you a Great Man; 
but I know, you are a Lyar; and that, by your 
Calumnies, you have brought Miſery upon your 
Brother Florio. Nevertheleſs, he now lies con- 
cealed in the Palace; and I will have you 
ſpeak with him, and give him an Opportunity 
to make you ſenſible of your wicked Practices. 
Braminto trembling, caſt himſelf at his Feet, 
and confeſſed his Fault. But this (ſays Florio) 
does not ſatisfy me; I'muſt have you ſpeak to 
your Brother, and ask his Pardon. He muſt 
be very Generous to forgive you; for, you do 
not deſerve it, He is in my Cloſet ; where 
you 
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you ſhall ſee him preſently : In the mean time, 
1 will remove into the next Apartment, to 
leave you more at Liberty with him. 

Hereupon, Florio withdrew into the adjoyn- 
ing Room, and ſhifting his Ring, paſſed by a 
Back- door into the Cloſet, in his natural Shape; 
when, Braminto (after a Pauſe ariſing from his 
Guilt) ventured to open the Cloſet Door, that 
| lay before him; and was firuck with Shame 
and Confuſion at the Sight of his Brother. He 
asked his Pardon, and promiſed to amend all 
his Faults. - Florio embraced him with Tears 
of Tenderneſs; aſſured him of a hearty For- 
giveneſs; and ſaid, I am in high Favour with 
the Prince: I can, if I pleaſe, have you put to 
Death, or have you impriſoned for Life: But, 
1 will approve my ſelf as indulgent to you, as 
you have thewn your ſelf unkind to me. Bra- 
minto, abaſhed and confounded at ſuch Good- 
neſs, expreſſed the utmoſt Submiſſion ;. not 
daring to lift up his Eyes, nor to call him Bro- | 
ther. 

The Day after this 3 Alnio ore. 
tended, that he muſt abſent himſelf from the 
Court, and make a Journey ſecretly to marry 
a Princeſs of a neighbouring Kingdom. But, 
under this Pretence, he went to viſit his Mo- 
ther; to whom he related what he had done 
at 
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at Court ; and he ſupply'd her, at the ſame 
time, with a convenient Summ of Money, 
knowing ſhe ſtood in need of it. For, the King 
allowed him to demand of his Treaſurer what 
Silver and Gold he pleaſed : But, his Demands 


were always very moderate. 
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The Continuation of the Tale. 


N the mean Time, a War broke 
ont between the King and a neigh- 
160 bouring Potentate, who was an 
unjuſt, Truce-breaking Prince. No- 

rio went to the Court of this 
fithleſs Monarch ; and, remaining Inviſible by 
means of his Ring, he diſcovered all his moſt 
fecret Counſels. When he was throughly ap- 
priſed of all the Deſigns of the Enemy, he en- 
tered upon proper Meaſures to diſconcert them, 
He commanded the Army of his own King ; 
entirely defeated his Enemies in a bloody Bat- 
tle ; 


« oF}, 
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tle ; and concluded a glorious Peace upon 
equitable Conditions. 

The King was now determined to marry 
him to a Princeſs, who was the Heireſs of an 
adjoyning Kingdom ; and whoſe Beauty was 
admired by all the Princes of the Eaſt. It haps» 
pened, one Day, that Florio went out to hunt 
in the Foreſt, where he was firſt benighted in 
his Troubles. When, by his eager Purſuit of 
a Stag, he was ſeparated from the Company; 
the Fairy preſented her {elf to him again, and 
faid : I warn you not to think of marrying, as 
if you were the Prince: Remember, you are 
to deceive no Man : It is juſt, that the Prince, 
whom you. perſonate, ſhould return and ſuc- 
ceed to the King his Father. I enjoin you 
therefore to find him out in an Iſland, whither 
the Winds ſhall convey your Ship by my Influ- 
ence ; make no Delay to perform this Service, 
due to your Maſter ; and then reſolve to re- 
turn, like an honeſt Man, into your proper 
Condition, without liſtening to the Flattery 
of Ambition. Should you negle& your Duty 
on this Occaſion, you will be Diſhoneſt, and 
prove, in the End, Unhappy ; for, I ſhall aban- 
don you to your former Miſeries. Having 
ſpoke thus with an Air of Severity, ſhe diſap- 
Vol, I, W LY peared 
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peared: And her ſage Advice ſunk deep into 

the young Man's Heart. | 
Hue demanded the King's Permiſſion to go 
alone upon a ſecret Negociation, which ( he 
ſaid) he had a Mind to tranſa& with a Power- 
ful State, for the Advantage of the Kingdom. 
Under this Pretext, he embarked privately in 
a ſmall Ship; and the Winds bore him directly 
to the Iſland, where the Fairy told him he 
ſhould find the King's Son. Accordingly, he 
found the Prince, a Captive in a barbarous Na- 
tion ; where he was employed to tend Sheep, 
Florio went Inviſible to the ſolitary Valley, 
where he tended the Flocks; and throwing his 
own inviſible Cloak over him, he delivered 
him from the ſavage People. They embarked 
together; and the Fairy ſent favourable Winds 
to bear them Home. They landed privately ; 
went directly to the Court; and entred the 
King's Apartment together: When Florio, ad- 
vancing up to the King, ſaid; Vou have be- 
lieved me to be your Son; and yet I am not: 
But now, I preſent him to you; behold your 
Son indeed. 

The King, greatly aſtoniſhed, addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the True Prince, ſaying ; Is it not You, 
my Son, who have vanquiſhed my Enemies in 
Battel, and who have concluded for me a glo- 


rious - 
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ious Peace ? Or rather, is it true, that you 
have ſuffered Shipwreck ; that you were in 
Captivity ; and that Florio has delivered you ? 
Even ſo, my Father, replies the Prince: Florio 
came into the Countrèy, where I was detained 
in Bondage: To him I owe my Deliverance ; 
to him I owe the Satisfaction of ſeeing you 
again': And it is to Florio, not to Me, you- 
ſtand indebted for your Victory, and your 
Peace. The Amazement, which was manifeſt 
in the Countenance of the King, ſhewed that 
he believed not what he heard: Whereupon, 
Florio ſhifting his Ring, appeared in the Like- 
neſs of the Prince; and the King, yet more 
amazed for a while, law at once Two Perſons, 
each ſeemingly his Son. 

The King, at laſt fully ſatisfy d, offered im- 
menſe Riches to Florio for his great Services ; 
which he modeſtly refuſed ;.and only requeſted 
of the King, the Favour of permitting his Bro- 
ther Braminto to continue ih the Employment, 
he held in his Court. As for Himſelf, he was 
apprehenſive of the Inconſtancy of Fortune, of 
. the Envy of Mankind, and of his own Weak- 
nefles : And therefore he deſired, he -might 
have leave to retire to his native Village, and 
live with his Mother; where he apply'd him- 


ſelf to till the Ground. 
C 3 As 
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As he was labouring in the Fields, the Faith 
came to him again: She ſhewed him the Ca- 
vern, where his Father lay confined; and 
taught him certain Words, which he ſhould pro- 
nounce to break the Enchantment, and deliver 
him, He pronounced the Words with a ſenſi- 
ble Pleaſure ; he delivered his Father, whom 
he had long wiſhed to ſet Free, with the ut- 
moſt Impatience : Moreover, he gave him 
wherewithal to paſs his Old Age comfortably. 
He was likewiſe kind to all his Relations ; and 
had the Pleaſure of ſhewing himſelf a Bene- 
factour to every Man, who cg endeavoured 
to injure him. 

Notwithſtanding Florio had performed the 
moſt ſignal Services for the Court, he petiti- 
oned for no other Recompence, but the Liber. 
ty to live a Stranger to its Vices and Corrup- 
tions. And, as the moſt extraordinary Inſtance 
of his Wiſdom, he was afraid leſt his Ring 
ſhould tempt him ta quit his Privacy, and en- 
gage him again in Publick Affairs. Under this 


the Fairy had appeared ſo favourable to him: 
In hopes to find her, he went Day after Day 
to the Cave, where he firſt ſaw her, in the 
Morning. At laſt, ſhe preſented her ſelf to 
him ; and he gave back the Enchanted Ring 

mg Ih to 


Uneaſineſs, he returned to the Wood, where 


X* 110 The Fazz-Twinunm 3 


to her, I return you ( ſaid he) your Gift, 
- which is as Dangerous, as it is Valuable ; a Giſt, 
which (1 fear) it is impoſſible not to abuſe. 
I ſhall never think my Happineſs ſecured, 
while I wear a Temptation to quit my Soli- 
tude, with ſo ample a Power to gratify all 
my Paſſions, 

In the mean time Braminto, whoſe wicked 
Diſpoſition was not changed, abandoned him- 
ſelf to the Malice of his Heart; and uſed every 
Artifice to engage the young Prince (who now 
was King) to perſecute Florio, in his Retire- 
ment. The Fairy, knowing his Practices, laid; 
Your incorrigible Brother ſtudies to render you 
ſuſpected to the New King, and to work your 
Ruin. He deſeryes to be puniſhed; and be 
ſhall periſh in his Wickedneſs. I will give 
him the Ring, which you return to me. 
rio bewailed the Iniquity of his Brother; and 
laid to the Fairy ; How do you propole to 
puniſh him, when you give him ſo miraculous 
a Preſent ? He will abuſe it, anſwered the 
Fairy: He will employ the Vertyes of it to 
diſtreſs all Good Men, and to acquire unlimi- 
ted Power, The Gifts (continued the) which 
are a Bleſſing to Some, prove à Curle to 
Others: Proſperity is the Source of Misfortunes 
to the Vicious: The moſt eſfecual Means to 

* e puniſh 
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7 an Unjuſt Man ſeverely, and to haſten 
Deſtruction, is to raiſe him to an eminent 
Degree of Power. 

The Fairy went inſtantly to the Palace; 
where ſhe found Braminto, meditating Miſchief, 
in his Cloſet. She diſcloſed her ſelf to him 
under the Appearance of an Old Woman, 
poorly habited; and ſaid to him: I have con- 

vey'd away from your Brother the Miraculous 
Ring I lent him, with which he performed ſuch 
Wonders, and acquired ſo much Glory: I be- 
ſtow it on you; and adviſe you to make a pro- 
per Uſe of it. Braminto reply'd with a Smile; 
I ſhall not abuſe your Gift, like my Brother, 
who fooliſhly employ'd it to reſtore the Prince, 
when he might have reigned in his Place. 

Braminto, now in Poſſeſſion of the Ring, ap- 
py d Himſelf to diſcover the Secrets of Fami- 

s, to perpetrate Treaſons, Murders, Villa- 
nies ; to over-hear the Counſels of the King, 
and to defraud private Perſons of their Trea- 
ſures. His inviſible Crimes aſtoniſhed the 
whole Nation. The King, perceiving all- his 
Secrets diſcoyered, was at a Loſs to know how 
to remedy the Inconveniency : But, the ſur- 
priſing Aﬀuence, and the uncontrollable In- 
ſolence, of Braminto made him ſuſpect, that he 
had Hs Brother's Enchanted Ring. He, there- 


fore» 
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fore, employ d a Foreigner of a Hoſtile Nation 
to detect him; whom he encouraged with a 
conſiderable Bribe. This Man came to Braminto 
by Night ; he offered him immenſe Riches, 
and the higheſt Honours in the Enemy's Coun- 
trey, if he would employ proper Spies to be- 
tray the Counſels of the King. 

Braminto readily aſſented to the Pro ot; 
and was carry'd privately to a Merchant (em- 
ploy'd for the Purpoſe) who advanced him an 
Hundred Thouſand Pieces of Gold, for his in- 
tended Treaſons. Braminto, to convince them 
of the Services he was able to perform, boaſted . 
that he had a Ring, which rendered him Invi- 
ſible, when he pleaſed. The next Morning, 
the King ſent for him; and, as ſoon as he came 
into his Preſence, rden him to be ſeiſed. 
The Ring was immediately taken from him; 
and Papers found upon him, that proved many 
of his Crimes. Florio came to the Court to in- 
tercede for his -Brather's Pardon; but could 
not prevail. Braminto was put to Death: So 
that, the Ring proved more fatal to him, than 
it had been advantageous to his Brother. 

The King, thinking to comfort Florio for the 
Juſtice executed on his wicked Brother, reſto- 
red the Ring to him, as the moſt ineſtimable 
Preſent he could make him; The afflicted 

| C4 ä 
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Florio judged otherwiſe ; and went again to 
ſeck after the Fairy in. the Foreſt. Receive 
(aid he) your Ring: The Fate of my Brother 
has fully explained to me what I did not ſo 
clearly comprehend from your Words. Kee 

for ever from me the deteſtable Inſtrument 
my Brother's Ruin. Alas! he might ſtill have 
lived ; he would not have over-whelmed his 
Father and his Mother with Sorrow and Dil- 
grace, in their Old Age; he might perhaps, in 
Time, have grown a wiſe and a happy Man ; 
had he never had it in his Power to gratify his 
unreaſonable Deſires. How dangerous a Truſt 
is unbounded Power ! Take back your Ring: 
Wretched are They, on whom you ſhall be- 
ſtow it ! One Favour only I earneſtly requeſt ; 
Never give it to any of my Friends, 
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Quid anunerem Artium in ſme 40 
bus vita amnino nulla eſſe patuiſſet? Quit enim 
Aris ſulroeniſſet, que eſet obleclatio valentium, 
qui vicfun aut culizn ; niſi 1m mnlis nobis arte 
miniſtrarentur ? Quibut rebus exculta honinuns 
vita tantum Seer d cultu & victu leſtiarum. 

C ICER, de Off. 1. 2. 


_— F 2 
i. MA. Mate Mi. 4 * W * — — == » 


| HAVE, in Four of my * Supple- 
mental Lecturet, attem . to vin- 
We dicate Knowledge and Learning, in 
9 General, from the moſt remarkable 
Diſcouragements and Miſrepreſentations, under 
which they Jabour very dere; ; But, 1 

ſhould ho wanting to my Subject, as well as 


deficient in the Caro of my young, hopeful 
— — WU en — ery mere ren 
* v. 85, en $9, 9 


Diſciples, 


42 The FER EE-TnIxR ER. No 111 


Diſciples, if I did not proceed to conſider the 
Objections perpetually urged, by the Ignorant, 
againſt ſeveral Particular Branches of Know- 
ledge. Therefore, I ſhall in this Paper purſue my 
Deſign, already more than half compleated. 

I Haves obſerved, that one of the moſt pre- 
vailing Objections againſt Knowledge in Gene- 
ral is, that it proves of little or no Profit to 
 thePoſſeſſour of it: But, this is an Imputation, 
which falls much heavier on ſome Parts of 
Learning, than it can juſtly be ſaid to fall up- 
on Others. 

It cannot be ſaid, for Inſtance, that Divinity, 
Law, or Phyſick (which are the Three great 
Learned Profeſſions) want Encouragement, in 
this Nation: Though, it muſt be acknowledged, 
the greateſt Dignities and Preferments, as well 
as the greateſt Gains, attending theſe Profeſſions, 
do not always fall to the Share of the moſt De- 
ſerving. But then, there are ſtill Opportuni- 
ties for a ſober, induſtrious Man, to-maintain 
himſelf and his Family comfortably, by teaching 
the Rudiments of Learning; or by perfecting 
Gentlemen in particular Arts and Sciences. 
Beyond This, I confeſs, the Lucre ariſing from 
Learning is very precarious; and, in all Appear- 
ance, very inconſiderable. The Profit gene- 
rally accruing from the Labour of writing the 

FT moſt 
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moſt commendable and uſeful Books ( the 
Time and Pains conſidered) is hardly worth 
mentioning here; fince many a learned Com- 
poſition, which has proved the Admiration of 
Poſterity, has not procuted Twenty Pounds to 
the living Authour. But, if à Scholar by an 
unwearied Application of Mind ſhould be able | 
to acquire a ſcanty Subſiſtance by his repeated 
Productions; yet, what a diſheartning Conſide- 
ration muſt it be to a Man of Worth and Ca- 

pacity, to find himſelf neceſſitated to drudge 
daily for his Bread; and to have, in ſpight of 
all his Knowledge a0 Ingenuity, the Diſad- 
vantage, in this Point, of a Writing-Clerk ; 
whoſe Head holds no Communication with his 
Hand. 

There is no Doubt, but this DiſtorrSyenient 
has deprived the World of the Advantage of 
many an Extraordinary Genius, and ne 
Perſons of great Abilitiesand Accompliſhments 
to ſordid Methods of Gain ; who, had it been 
their good Fortune to meet with a generous 
Patronage, would have obliged Mankind with 
ſuch noble Diſcoveries, and ſuch valuable Wri- 
tings, as would have been laſting Monuments 
of Glory to Themſelves, their Patrons, and 
their N 


It 
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It is therefore to be wiſhed; for the common 
Benefit of Mankind, that either by the Care 
of the Government, or by the Favour and Li- 
berality of the Powerful and the Wealthy, pro- 
per Encouragements were ſettled to recom- 
penſe the Perſons, — in any way diſtinguiſh, 
themſelves by their Learned Performances ; 
whether by bringing New Truths to Light, or 
by facilitating and recommending Truths al- 
ready known, or by contributing in any wiſe 
to perfect or refine either the uſeful Improve- 
ments, or the Innocent Diverſions, of - Life : 
That, it may no longer (in a flouriſhing Nati- 
on) fare with manyMen of excellent Literature, 
as it has fared with the Firſt Projectours of the 
moſt uſeful Inventions ; who have been re- 
duced to Poverty by the Expence of diſcover- 
ing and promoting ſuch Deſigns, as have after- 
wards proved an Advantage, as well as an Or- 
nament, to the Public. | 

Another Diſcouragenient, ſeveral . 
of Knowledge —— under, is a faſhionable 
Contempt fixed upon them, by our gay Readers 
of Men, The Unlearned, for the moſt Part, 
look on all Sciences converſant about abſtract- 
ed Subjects, or Speculations remote from Com- 
mon Life, to be Matters of meer Curioſity, or 
vain, unprofitable Enquiries; which, — in 
an 
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an Inſtance or Two may be True : Then, they 
are apt to conſider all Rudimental Knowledge, 
as Mean, Trifling, and Uſeleſs. Whereas, to 
One, who underſtands thoſe ſublime Truths, 
and comprehends at a View the long Chain of 
Reaſoning, by which ſome Abſtraſe Propoſiti- 
ons are made Evident; it is Matter of Admi- 
ration, that the Capacity of Humane Nature 
ſhould be able to extend itſelf to ſuch Lengths 
of progreſſive Deductions. Neither, ought any 
Rudiments to be deſpiſed, or accounted mean 
and trifling, or uſeleſs, without the Aſſiſtance 
3 we can never climb —_ ky. ok 
Heights of Knowledge. 
| if the ſelf-ſafficient Contemnits of Know. 
ledge. were leſs conceited in their Tgnotatice, 
a little modeſt Reflection would encline them 
to think, they ſhould not raſhly judge any Part 
of Leaming to be ſuperfluous,. becauſe they 
may not know the Uſefulneſs of it; any mote 
than they would think it reaſonable for a Per- 
fon, who is no Artiſt, to pronounce ſome of 
the various Tools of a great Artificer to be 


Unneceſlary, becauſe he is not able to gueſs 
to what Uſe they are to be apply d. 

To a Plowman no Occupation can ſeem 
more inſignificant, than when he ſees a Scholar 
— his Time, early and late, in contem- 

plating 
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plating Lines and Figures: And yet, moſt of the 
Inſtruments and Engines, that ſerve to our 
Neceſſities and our Pleaſures, are the Reſult 
of Geometry. To theſe ſeemingly idle Specu- 
lations we owe the Art of Surveying, of Gaug- 
ing, of Gunnery, of Fortification, Architecture, 
and many other Improvements; without which 
we ſhould be accounted Barbarous amongſt the 
European Nations, and unable to defend our 
ſelves againſt their Attempts upon us. Aſtro- 
nom, though immediately converſant only a- 
bout the Motions of the Heavenly Bodies, has 
manifeſtly contributed to enlarge our Trade 
and Navigation. From this ſingle Propoſition, 
ſeemingly of no Conſequence, That Water 
will riſe almoſt to the Height of the Fountain- 
Head in a Crooked Tube, have we learnt ſo 
eaſily to ſupply the Houſes of this vaſt and 
populous City plentifully with Water ; and 
know, that a whole River can now be con- 
vey'd, through Pipes, croſs any Valley ; which 
the Romans and other Nations could not per- 
form, without the immenſe Expence of build- 
ing Aquedutts, and raiſing Arches upon Arches. 
Beſides ; It has happened, that ſome Truths 
have been known many Ages, before they have 
been apply'd to any Practical Uſe. Thus, ma- 
ny Properties of the Loadſtone were long diſ- 
covered. 
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covered, before the Mariner's-Compaſs wi in- 
vented; which has ſo greatly improved the 
Navigation of the whole World. Thus like- 
wiſe, the Skill of the Engraver had brought 
Seals into general Uſe, Two Thouſand Years 
before the Ingenuity of Man (at leaſt in Eu- 
rope) not only found out Printing, but apply'd 
Engravery to the Stamping of a Picture. 

' Moreover ; ſo fruitful in concealed Know- 
ledge are many Propoſitions, that it would be 
Raſhneſs in the moſt Learned Man to be Poſi- 
tive, he knew all their poſſible Conſequences, 
Applications, and Uſes ; Much leſs ſhould the 
Illiterate cenſure, as uſeleſs, particular Specu- 
lations, which to Poſterity may proye prolifick 
in Advantages; and, in the mean time, are no 
way detrimental to the preſent Age, 

Laſtly ; the accurate Knowledge of Gram- 
mar, however trifling and puerile the Methods 
of Declining and Conjugating, and the Rules 
of Stax may be thought, is the neceſſary 
Foundation of Propriety and Perſpicuity of 
Speech, as well as of Elegancy in Writing or 
Speaking: Neither can the Perſon, who is de- 
ficient in theſe Rudiments, ever form a Right 

udgment, or acquire a True Taſte, of the 
Stiles of the moſt admired Authours. 


Friday, 


. 
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— Muc omni ager, nunc onmis geen 
avbos : 
Nunc frondem Sue ; ow fans gp 


VII. 


1 ith. 


BREA VING lately entered upon the 
} 5 Project of a Poi TIcAIL Mi- 
| 9 | EELLANY for the Entertain- 
= ment of my Diſciples of either 
Sex; I — to continue it, at proper Inter- 
vals, as I receive freſh Supplies of Poetry. I 
make no Queſtion, but my ingenious Corre- 
ſpondents, throughout the Nation, will enable 
me to anſwer a Demand of this Nature to the 
Publick ; and I hope, None of them will ever 
have Reaſon to complain, that their Compoſi- 
tions are the Worſe, for meg es my 


_—_—_— 


88 


. 


. Hands: 
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Hands: And here I muſt take Notice of the 


Candour of Mr. R. L. who has ſent me a 
Letter of Thanks for the Liberty, 1 took 


with his . Verſes to Miranda. 


Wige 


THz following. Lines are by the 1 
Gentleman, whom I mentioned in my Firk 
Miſcellany, 


On OY * Name 2 e 
* 
7 H E ike Lurcher ill . 
At Cynthia barking all the Mur, K ar 
While Cynthia ſheds her Silver R, | 
And brightens at bis "_ Hiebe. 


e e . 
Like the ca of - the Gus e ee 
The faireſt Nymph of all the Plain 

Tbe Rage of Satire may deſpiſe ; 
And ME _ ſmile, ws caln Di ſain, 


* , S 4a 


tt... 
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| . 
1 M 140i, all the Graces am; 
Gayly avenge the dull Offence : 
Shine out in each refiſtleſ Charm ; | 
And look the Scribbler into Senſe. 


I HA vs received an obliging | ſhort Epiſtle, 
dated 'the Third Inftant, from « Lady, who 
ſubſcribes herſelf Aurelia; in which the en- 
cloſes the ſubſequent Epigram, "deſiring it may 
go to the Prefs, as the Performance of a Gen- 
tleman, who is her Humble Servant. : 


Written under the picture of a Beautiful 
; Woman, Praying. 


Fo CH Piety, ſuch Beauty join'd; 

So fair a Face, ſo pure a Minu! 
Some Angel pittur'd here 1 fee : 

A Mortal, ſure, it cannot be 


Darcy. Three next Occaſional Pieces are a 
Preſent from a Perſon, who is very .much 


eſteemed and admired * all, who know him; 
Ws and 
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and to whom the 9 has e 
onen 


vexszs written in a Lady's ITY by | 
der a Prayer to the Virgin Mary, . 


JN the ſmooth Plans your Hand grave, 
Mu read your C iſbet, and your Slave's, 8 b 
Vu to the Saint, to Yon I bow; © 
Nor fear a Superſtitiaus Vm. 1 1 . 


Yau 318 under a Lady's Raue * 


THE Poet and the Paine feſt dre 
Tour brighter Charms, by laviſh Nature —_ 
Daa the Painter * and _ * 


TA willing Fur lala fe Mein 


Dew, 
And laviſh af hab purple 2 


Ds ou 
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Your Boſom can the fragrant Morn ſupply; 

Aluud a new Spring is kindled from your Eye 
6 Tranſplanted here the Violets freſher ſmile, 

And breathe pure Odours in the beauteous Soil. 


Txzy who admire the Peculiarity of Mr. 
Waller's Gallant Manner of Thinking, will read 
the following Lines with Satisfaction. 


Lying at her Per. 

H IS Poſture and theſe Tears, which 3 | 
might move, 
In vain T uſe i in Favour of my Love. 
While proſtrute at Arnelia's Feet Ilie, 
ber Jhe Randt; ar _— that, towering 
. bigh, dd 

Rees not thoſe ſoft Murmur, which Below | 
The plaimive Rjwulets utter as they fh. 


AM 14 Walſted; who lately gave me an Oppor- 
tunity to entertain the Town, with an * excel - 


— 


W At... — — 


| * Ne 98. F : 
dk * lent 
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lent Poem, has this Week been pleaſed to 
oblige me with another Specimen of his Ablli- 
ties, not -inferiour (I may ſay) to his Firſt” 
performance. It is a Piece of Sring-P >, 
very ſuitable to this Month ; with which I ſhall . 
cloſe this Half-· Sheet. Every One, who per- 
uſes it, will be apt to take it in the particular 
View, in which it delighted me, when I de- 
termined to call it The Picture of a Fine April- 
Morning; which no Painter can expreſs in ſuch 
lively Images, through all its Changes. The 
Strokes in it are very Mt + and ns b 5 
Deſign is New. | 


T HE Snows are de and the Poſts are wy 
Nor do we longer dread the Wintery Blaſt. 
What Garland ſhall Amyntor nom deſign," . - 
What Wreath, Zelinda, round thy Temples tine? 
For, Wreaths of every Kind the Seaſon. yield; 
And Garlands riſe in Plenty through the Fields, / 


The dawning Tear revives the P vet's Fire 1 
Soft Strains of Love returning Suns inſpire » _ 


D 3 
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In every Wood, behold, in every Glade, 

The unſullyd Verdare, and the growing Shade ! 
All Natore, like a Bride, emerges bright ; 
Aud ber Lap teems, lxuriant with Delight. 


. Own tepid Plaint the tempering Zepys pa 
Call forth the burſting Leaves, and ſpring the 
5 Graft a 
Afreſh the painted Panſie reurr it Head; 
The whitened Meadow ſtarry Daiſies ſpread: —_ 
The Birds ſeweet-warble from the ſappy Boughs ; 
And Swaint in tuneful Sight renew their Vows, 


Inſpire, O blooming Maid, my artleſs La 
While I recall our firſt auſpiciour Day; 
The Darum (my Fair) when early 1 addref 


M tender Suit, and fighd upon thy Breaſt ! 
Zelinda bluſh/d : A Bluſh the Morning wore. 
Zelinda ſmil'd; Nor wa it Day before, 


T be 
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The Sun a radiant Lara holds a while; ; * 
The Image of Yelinda': gleamy Sils 

A feeble Shine does on the Water play, N 

And diſappear by Turns a fickle Ray. ; 

Zelinda wept : When ſoon the changing Skies 

Grow black with gathering ud, that _ 

ward riſe, 

Tbin- ſcattered now the Drops, like Gems, Sha; 
Now, with the frequent Shower the Lillier bend. 
How calm the Air ! A pleaſſug Stillueſs reigns; | 
And the moiſt Verdure brightens through the Plains. 
Soft-ſinking falls the Silver Rain : When Lo! 
Athwart the Horizon ſiretch'd, the wan Bow 
Swells its proud Arch, with braided Colours gay, 
That ſhift their Dyes, and ſhifting fwift, decay, 
The Clouds diſperſe : The Sum pprſues on High 
His vaulted Courſe, aud glows along the Shy : 

The Linnets in the dewy Bruſhes ſing ; 
And every Field is redolent with Spring. 


D 4 Such 


56 The FaEE-TRINKER. Na 1 12 


Such pas the, Morn Zelinda ; may it prove 
A bappy Emblem of Amyntor's Love; 
Begun by ſmiling Hope s, but ſoon o'ercaft : 
Our jealous Fears, like Clouds, diſpers'd at laft. 
Penſi ue I hung my Head, like drooping Flowers ; 
And Tears my Boſom det d, like gentle Showers ; 
But ſoon with ſettled Foys my Soul is bleſs; 
Thy Face, my Heaven, in laſting Smiles is dreſt. 
Let fond Diſtruſt no more paſt Pains renew. 
While thou art Kind, Amyntor will be Tue. 
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Ka Kepapels _ norte, ua Thurovi PREY 
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IX "Oe N Monday laſt, I took Notice of 
the Diſcouragements ſeveral Kinds 
of Knowledge ſuffer, chiefly from 
| 25 the Ignorant: I come now to con- 
ſider the unworthy Treatment Learning meets 
with from Men of Letters; whoſe Paſſions and 
Prejudices lead them to join with the Unlearn- 
ed, in betraying their own Reputation and In- 


tereſt; A Folly, I hope to make them ſenſible | | 


of, in the Compal of Two ſhort An. ; 


I. TIA is a manifeſt Prejudice riſes, i in : 
the Minds of moſt Men, in favour of the parti- 
cular Study, in which they excell: And a Col- 
lectour of Shells, or a Hunter after Butterflies, 


thinks himſelf of the utmoſt Im peer. 5 
arti- 
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Partialicy inclines us to diſeſteem other 
Knowledges, in Proportion as we are fond- 
ly poſſeſt in Favour of our Own, This 
Vanity ſhews it ſelf in the prevailing Con- 
tempt, with which moſt Proficients in the no- 
bler Parts of Learning regard Perſons, who are 
eminent in inferiour Arts or Sciences ; never 
conſidering, that without ſuch Scaffoldings, 
they could not have been able to raiſe their 
magnificent and lofty Piles of Knowledge: And 
while they owe the Foundation of their Glory 
to the Compilers of Rudiments, they deſpiſe 
their Benefactours, as laborious Men of mode- 
rate Capacities, inſtead of gratefully reſpeQing 
n for their neceſſary Aſſiſtances. 

No Perſon is more prone to ſpeak contempti- 
bly of a Grammarian, a Rhctorician, or a Lexico- 


grapher, than One, who by the Exactneſs and 


Politeneſs of his Style ſhews, that he has made 

a proper Uſe of their Writings. Neither is any 
Man more ready to diſcredit the Art of Logick, 
than the Authour, who, by his Accuracy in 
Reaſoning, and his Dexterity in diſentangling 
4 perplexed Queſtion, diſcovers, that he has, 
by ſtudying the Rules of Logicꝭ, acquired an 
habitual Exactitude of Judgment. Thus like- 
wiſe, che great Aſtronomer deſpiſes the diligent 
Opjerryer, from whoſe Labours he forms his 


ſurpriſing 
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farpriſing Theories: The Natural Philoſophey 
_ cotitemns the Artiſans, whoſe various 1 
ments enable him to know the Powers of Na- 
ture: And the learned Phyſician diſdains the 
mere Practitioner, notwithſtanding the Expe. 
rience of the One very much enables the Other 
to ſucceed in the Cure of Diſeaſes. Now, 
though the Intrinſick Value of the ſeveral Arts 
and Sciences muſt be acknowledged to be ve- 
ry diſproportioned upon a juſt Computation, 
either as their Subjects are of greater Uſe and 
Dignity, or as they require a more extenſive 
Capacity of Mind to comprehend them; yer, 
is not any Part of Knowledge mean and inſig · 
nificant; and the Time and Pains, beſtowed 
in the Advancement of any Science ſor the 
Advantage of others, ought to be thankfully 

acknowledged, as an univerſal Benefit to 80 
ciety. a 
x" EY with this Partiality which Men 
of Letters entertain in favour of their own 
Province of Learning, there is another Preju- 
dice, which frequently ariſes from the different 
Caſt of their Minds, no leſs detrimerital to 
Knowledge in General. It requires (for In- 
ſtance) a peculiar Genius to excell in any Par- 
ticular Part of Learning; though it may be 
difficult to BY wherein that Pecullrity of Ge 
nius 
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nius conſiſts. Hence it comes to paſs, that we 
are too apt to undervalue in Others thoſe Ex- 
cellencies, which are in a Manner inconſiſtent 
with our own Abilities; which Diſpoſition pro- 
ceeds either from an invidious Temper, or 
from our not being able to comprehend the 
Uſefulneſs of an Accompliſhment, for which 
we are naturally unqualified. And on this 
Account, we find diſtin& Claſſes of Learned 
Men, maintaining a mutual Contempt towards 
each other. 

To exemplify this Obſervation ; it ſeldom 
happens, that the ſame Perſon excells in Meta- 
phyſicks and in Mathematicks : Hence, the Meta- 
phyſician uſually deſpiſes the Mathematician, as 
only converſant about Lines and Figures, which 
are the Accidents of Bodies ; while he is em- 
ployed in contemplating the moſt abſtracted 
and immaterial Notions. The Mathematician 
as heartily contemns the Metaphyſician, as a 
Romantick Philoſopher, enamoured with ſub- 
til and abſtruſe Speculations, and bewildered 
in a viſionary Labyrinth of Uncertainties. In 
the like Manner, this Diſciple of Euclid looks 
down with Scorn upon Moral Philoſophy, Po- 
liticks, and the ſeveral Embelliſhments of Life, 
as ſpecious Trifles, founded at beſt on proba- 
ble „ and utterly deſtitute of the 

OT 
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Cogency of Demonſtration, And Both theſe 
Antagoniſts joyn in decrying Oratory and Po- 
etry, as the Sparklings of a fiery Imagination- 
and not the Reſult of a well regulated Under, 
ſtanding. 

On the other hand, the Ogle 1 the Poet 
generally eſteem Metaphyficks and Mathematicks 
to be dry, inſi pid Studies, fit Amuſements on- 
ly for ths dull Race of Thinkers ; but wholl; 
inconſiſtent with a lively Spirit. The Moralifts 
and the Politicians look on the Metaphyficians 
as employ'd on chimerical Speculations; and 
regard the Mathematicians only as a Species of 
whimſical Mechanicks ; Whereas, They are 
taken up in regulating the Paſſions, improving 
the Manners of Men, and in ſecuring and pro- 

moting the Publick and Private Welfare of 
Mankind. The Scholar, whoſe Talent is Me- 
mory, thinks no Man Learned, who is not 

Perfect in many Languages, PunAual in Hiſto- 
rical Facts, and able aff-hand to recapitulate the 
various Opinions of the moſt Eminent Philoſo- 
phers and Divines, in all Ages: Whileſt Others, 
of a ſound Judgment and a moderate Faculty 
of Reminiſcence, look on a mere Memorialiſt as 
an ill-digeſted Common-Place Book, or at beſt 
but a walking Regiſter, to be confuleed by 
Men of a ſuperiour Genius. yo 
| The 
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The Men of Letters, in whom Imagina- 
tion is predominant, naturally apply themſelves 
to Polite Literature, and too often neglect all 
profound and ſerious Studies. Hence, the Ge- 
nexality of their Writings are but a Varniſh of 
Words, without Senſe; or at moſt, a Tiſſue of 
Elegant Expreſſions and lively Turns of Wit, to 
ſet off the moſt obvious Trifles : Whereas, the 
noted Authours, they would be though 


t to 
rival, were as great Maſters of Things as of 
Words; and excelled in Knowledge, as eminent- 
as in Style. There are others, in whom 
Imaginative Faculty ſeems entirely extin- 
guiſhed ; and on, whom the Force of Meta- 
pbors has no Effect. They diſclaim all Harmo- 
ny and Elegancy of Speech, as childi ſhOrna- 
ments, that rather obſcure than illuſtrate ſound 
Senſe, But, their Diſdain of Eloquence is am- 
ply avenged by the Impropriety and Harſhneſs 
af their Diction; which makes their Works lie 
negleced, though often ſtored with very va- 
luable Knowledge. | | 
Il. NoTW1THSTANDING theſe ig 7 
ſeflions, which prevail amongſt Learned Men 
of different Profeſſions ; yet, their Conduct 
ſeems to proceed only from an over-weening | 
Fondneſs to a favourite Study. In all they ſay 
and do, the immediate Injury is intended only 
to 
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to the Science, they undervalue ; without any 
III-will to the Profeſſours of it. From this 1 
come to my fecond Conſideration, which is 
much more to be {amented, than the Former. 
Perfons, who purſue the fame Oourſe of Stu- 
dies, who apply Themſelves to the fame Pro- 
ſeſſion, and are equally conſcious of the Value 
and Uſefalnefs of the fame Diſtrict of Know- 
ledge, are nevertheleſs thamefully and impru- 
dently induſtrious to diſcredit, to obſtruct, to 
depreſs, one another. This Work they might 
well leave to the common 
of Learning have their Failings and their Paſ- 
dons, as well as the Ignorant ; and, notwith- 
ſtanding their real Intereſt ſhould incline them 
to unite upon all Occaſions, they chooſe rather 
to live at Variance, and make their own Per- 
* eee in the Eſteem of 
Ambition and private Intereſt works in the 
Scholar, as ſtrongly as in the Courtier. The 
Phyſician, the Lawyer, the Divine, have their 
Animoſities and Competitions : Several Men 
happen to have equal Expectations of the ſame 
Preferment; in which Caſe; the Leſs-deſerving 
are apt to weaken the Competition, by endea- 
vouring to abate the Reputation of the Man 
of diſtinguiſhed Merit; either by detracting 
from 


Enemy: But, Men + 


4 
if 
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from his Learning; or by loading his great Abi- 
lities with ſuch Calumnies, as may bring a po- 
pular Clamour upon him, or at leaſt render 
him ſuſpected to his Patron. There are Others, 
vo are very diſintereſted in their Malice, and 
undermine the Credit of a Brother-Scholar, 
only upon a Motive of pure Envy : Sometimes, 
dwarfing his Reputation by Parties and Cabals , 
and ſometimes, ſinking a riſing Genius, either 
by with-holding his juſt Applauſe, or by de- 
tracting from it; or ( if he happens to ask 
Advice ) by engaging him in a wrong Method 
of ſtudying; or by encouraging him to enter 
upon ſome Work unſuitable to his Abilities ; 
or, laſtly, by diſtreſſing him in his Circum- 
ſtances; ſo as to force him, through Want, to 
quit the Study in which he began to excell. 
-I have only hinted at the diſhonourable Prac- 
tices, by which every Age has loſt the Pleaſure 
and Advantage of many a growing Writer; 
and am heartily ſorry I cannot acquit the pre- 
ſent Age of ſo foul a Reproach. 
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Havs been Iten hay an Fo 
portunity of returning Thanks to 
the ingenious —— who ſent 
nme the following ſerious Entertain- 
ment; which has lain by me, ever fince the 
Nineteenth of February. The uncommon Caſt 
of Invention, and the Freedom of Imagination, 
which ſhine through this amuſing little Piece, 
will recommend it to Perſons of a lively 
Thought: To engage their Attention yet 
more earneſtly, I may juſtly ſay, that the Au- 
thour's bold Alluſion conveys an Inſtruction of 
the greateſt Moment; a Leſſon, the moſt ef. 
fectual of any in the Compaſs of Philoſophy, 
to humble the wn and Ambition gf Men. 


vol. m. nl 1 | ccrn. 
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Cicx go in the Firſt Book of his Tuſcu- 

lan Queſtions, finely expoſes the vain 

© Judgment, we are apt to form of the Dura- 

© tion of Human Life, compared to Eternity. 

© In illuſtrating this Argument, he quotes a 

© Paſſage of Natural Hiſtory from Ariſtotle, 

© concerning a Species of Inſe&s on the Banks 

© of the River Hypanis, that never outlive the 
©. Day, wherein they are born. 

To purſue the Thought of this elegant 

Writer; Let us ſuppoſe, One of the moſt ro- 

| © buſt of theſe Hypaniam (ſo famed in Hiſtory) 

was in a manner Coeval with Time it felf ; 

© that he began to exiſt at the Break of Day; 

© and that, from the uncommon Strength of his 

© Gonlliturion, he has been able to ſhew him- 

© ſelf. active in. Life through the numberleſs 

© Minutes of Ten or Twelve Hours. Through 

© ſo long a Series of Seconds, he muſt have ac- 

© quired vaſt Wiſdom in his Way, from Ob- 

© ſervation and Experience. He looks upon 

c his Fellow-Creatures, who died about Noon, 

© to he happily delivered from the many In- 

* conveniencies.of Old Age ; and can perhaps 

© recount to his Great Grandſon a ſurpriſing 

- © Tradition of Actions, before any Records of 

d their” Nation were extant, The young 

s * 
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© Swarm, who may be advanced one Hour in 
< Life, approach his Perſon with Reſpect, and 
* liſten to his improving Diſcourſe.” Every 
© Thing he ſays. will ſeem wonderful to this 
© ſhort-lived Generation. The Compaſs of a 
* Day will be eſteemed the whole Duration of 
Time; and the firſt Dawn of Light will, in 
their Chronology, be ſtyled the Gree ra 
of their Creation. 
' © Let us now ſuppoſe, this nm liſea, 
* this Neſtor of Hypanis ſhould, a little before 
© his Death, and about Sun-ſet, ſend for all 
© his Deſcendents, his Friends and his Acquain- 
© tance; out of the Deſire he may have to im- 
© part his Laſt Thoughts to them, and to ad- 
© moniſh them with his departing Breath · 
They meet, perhaps, under the ſpacious Shel- 
ter of a Muſhroom ; and the dying Sage ad- 
< dreſſes himſelf to them; after the following 
Manner. | 
„ PAIN DS and Fellow:Citizens'; F per- 
< ceive, the longeſt Life muſt have an End: 
The Period of mine is, now, at Hand: Nei- 
* ther, do 1 repine at my Fate; ſince my 
Great Age is become a Burden ; and there 
is nothing New, to me, under the Sun. The 
e Calamities and Revolutions Ihave ſeen in my 
I ds the manifold private Misfortunes 
22 Sto 


| 


“ ration. I muſt conjure you to give yet far- 
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„% to which we are all liable; and the fatal 
« Diſeaſes incident to our Race; have abun- 
c dantly taught me this Leſſon: That no Hap- 
« pineſs can be ſecure nor laſting, which is 
4 placed in Things, that are out of our Power. 


<« Great is the Uncertainty of Life! A whole 


« Brood of Infants has periſhed in a Moment, 
« by. a keen Blaſt : Shoals of our ſtraggling 
« Youth have been ſwept into the Waves, by 
«© an unexpected Breeze: What waſteful De- 
« juges have we ſuffered from a ſuddain 
« Shower e Our ſtrongeſt Holds are not Proof 

againſt a Storm of Hail: And even a dark 


p Cloud makes the ſtouteſt Hearts to quail. 


« I have lived in the Firſt Ages, and conver- 


< ſed with Inſects of a larger Size and ſtronger 


6 Make, and (I muſt add) of greater Vertue, 
than Any can boaſt of, in the preſent Gene- 


« ther Credit to my lateſt Words, when I af 
4 ſure you; that yonder Sun, which now ap- 

« pears Weſtward beyond the Water, and 
© ſeems not to be far diſtant from the Earth, 
ce in my Remembrance ſtood in the Middle of 


the Sky; and ſhot his Beams directly down 
upon us. The World was much more en- 


« lightened in thoſe Ages; and the Air much 
« warmer. Think it not Dotage in me, if I 
| cc &« affirm ; 
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* affirm ; That Glorious Being moves. I'ſaw 
cc his firſt Setting-out, in the Eaſt; and I began 
© my Race of Life near the Time, when he 
E began his Immenſe Carreer. He has for ſeve- 
©. ral Ages advanced along the Sky with vaſt - 
“ Heat,: — unparallelled Brightneſs; but now, 

* by his Declenſion, and a ſenſible Decay 
« (more eſpecially of late) in his Vigour ; I 
tc foreſee, that all Nature muſt fail in a little 
&© Time; and that the Creation will lie buried 
*. in Darkneſs, in leſs chan a Century aß Mi- 
8 nutes. | 

120 Alas, my Friends ! How did l once flatter 
> men with the Hopes of abiding here for 
& ever! How magnificent are the Cells, which 
ce J hollowed out for myſelf 1. What Conſi- 
« dence did I repoſe in the Firmneſs and Spring 
<« of my Joints, and in the Strength of my Pi- 
% nions ! But, I have lived enough to — ; 
« and eyen to Glory ; Neither will Any of 
% you, whom I leave behind, have equal Sa- 
cc tisfaction in Life in the dark, declining Ages) 
* which I ſee. is already bezun. 


T nus far, my unknown eee 
purſues his Fiction upon the Thought of Cicero: 
Neither will it — extravagant to thoſe, 
who are acquainted with the Manner of In- 

| E 3 ſtruction 
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ſtruction practiced by the early Teachers of 
Mankind. Solomon ſerids the Sluggard to the 
Ant And, after his Example, we may ſend 
the ambitions or the covetous Man, who ſeems 
to oyerlook the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of 
Life, to the little Animals upon the Banks of 
the Hypanir: Let him conſider their orgy 
State; and be wiſe. We, like the 
have but a Day to live: The — — 

Noon, and the Evening of Liſe, is the whole 
Portion of our Time: Many periſh in the very 
Dawn; and the Man (out of a Million) who 
Iingers on to the . Twilight, is not ac- 
counted Happy. 

The right Uſe of this Reflection is, not to 
make Men regardleſs of Poſterity ; nor to 
ſlacken their Diligence in the parſuit of any 
kind of Knowledge, that becomes a reaſonable 

Mind; nor yet, to abate their Induſtry, in en- 
deavouring by honeſt Means to acquire a com- 
fortable Subſiſtence for themſelves and their 
Children : On the contrary ; our very Nature 
prompts us to Action and lation ; and 
the Indolent, Liſtleſs Perſon, who delivers 
_ himſelf up to Idleneſs, and whoſe whole Time 

js a Blank, grows tired of himſelf; and is every 
Hour oppreſſed with his own Lazinefs. What 
then are we to dx = an amaacas acd 
fitory 
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ffrory Condition > The moſt important de- 
cope of Wiſdom; the great Dooument of Hi 


mane Prudence; which we ſhould 
inculeate to ourſelves, from Youth to Age; and 


imprint it on our Hearts, as the pocullar anti 
laſting Signature of ſound Sepſe : Namely, 
That here is no Conſideration in Life; ſuſſici- | 
ent to tempt a Wiſe Man to ſacrifice one T 
or one Vertue, to the Folly of . or the 
| Madneſs of Ambition. 

This has been the ſettled Judgment of the 
Men moſt renowned for their Underſtanding, 
in all Ages: And, as it is finely expreſſed in the 
Wiſdom of Slomon ; 1 cannot recommend it 
with greater Energy and Authority, than by 
giving it to the Reader in his own Words. 
MW bat hath, Pridg profiied , Or what Good 
have Richer, with our wanuting, brought ur? All 
thoſe Thing COTE e a Shadow, and 
92 1; and ar a Ship, that 
paſſeth over the Waves of the Water, which, when 
it is gone by, the Trace thereof cannot be found, 
neither the Path-Way of the Keel in the Waves: 
Or as when a Bird hath flown through the Air, 
there is no Token of her Way to be found ; but the 
light Air being beaten with the Stroke of her 
Wings, and parted with the violem Noiſe and 
* ian of them, is f paſſed through ; and therein 

4 after ward 


5 
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 #fterwards no Sign, where ſhe tuen, ir to be found: 
Or like at when an Arroty is ſhot at a Mark, it 
parteth the Air, which immediately cometh together 
again ; ſo that a Man cannot know where it went 
through: Even ſo We, in like Manner, as ſoon as 
ewe" were born, began to draw to our End, and 
bad no Sign of Vertue to ſherw ; but were can- 
— nates, , 
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E diam illa Platonis vera dum — 
doftrinam barum imme c lamanam ar- 
tium uno quodam Aenne vinculo contineri. 

e See 12 
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AST Week, I da to cre- 
ate a _ — between þ 


any one Art or LA N 
Higher Nature, which alone render their In- 
troductory Leſſons valuable. — thar ! may 


from the Malice and — 2 
ed and the Unlearned; I ſhall — 
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fider the great Aſſiſtance, which the ſeveral 

Parts of Knowledge afford to each other, 
- "Before 1 exemplify this Conſideration in ehe 
more material Branches of Knowledge; I ſhall 
make ſome Remark, to ſhew of what Sign 
cancy Things, that in themſelves appear Trifles, 
often prove in organ of the greateſt Impor- 
Ix order to obtain a n of 
any Science or Profeflion, many trivial Notices 
muſt be taken im; as a Man, who is deſirous 
to amaſs Wealth, muſt not neglect ſmall Sums. 
To acquire a tolerable t into Natural 
Cauſes and Effects, innumerable trite and ſeem- 
ingly inſignificant Obſervations are requiſite. 
And to manage any Government skilfully, the 
inferiour Parts of the nner maſt not 
be overlooked. © —- 
What Difficulties and Obſcurities's are . 
ten perplexed with in Hiſtory, only becauſe an 
Authour has thought it needleſs to mention ſo- 
veral little Circumſtances or Cyſtoms, univer- 
ſally known to his Contemporaries ; without 
which diſregarged Knowledge, the Narration 
muſt have appeared as intricate and doubtful 
ia ſome Paſſages to Them, as it now appears to 
Us. Hence it is, that we are more enlightened 
in the Rowan Antiquities, from the Greok Wri- 
ters, 
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ters, than from all the Latin Hiſtorians ; be- 
cauſe it was natural in them to explain the 
Cuſtoms of the Romans, diſſering from choſe 
of Greece. Moreover; the Men verſed in an- 
cient Literature do very well know, that Paſ- 
ſages which have confounded the ableſt Critics 
for ſome Ages, have at laſt been cleared up by 
a {mall (and otherwiſe inconſiderable) Frag- 
ment of Antiquity; ny has ne the Ruins 
| of Time. 5 v9 Ro we 

I need not, ur this Head; repeat what 
I have explained before; That many Truths, 
treated as Trifles, have in Time pena of ve- 
ry great Uſe: Therefore, to eloſe this "Firſt 
Part of my preſent Lecture, I hall farthee il- 
luſtrate what I have advanced, with an Exam- 
ple from Hiſtory. Tenopbon gives an Accoutit 
of ſeveral Accompliſhments, which Sooyater ro- 
quired in a General; amongſt which, he inſiſts 
upon a Skill in Aſtronomy, to be able toforefee 
the ſeveral Seaſons of the Year, and to know 
the Age of the Moon at any convenient Di- 
Aanee of Time. I am ſatisfy d, moſt of my 
Readers will immediately be apt to queſtion 
the yood' i 1 for making fo hog 


— — . —_—— — 


Things. Now, this Greatneſs of Capacity can 
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vial a Piece of Knowledge necellary to a Com- 
mander of an Army. But a Scholar, who has 
carefully read the Hiſtories of early Ages ; and 
has, in his Reading, found ſeveral well-concerted 
Deſigns miſcarry, for want of rightly calculating 
the Riſe or Setting of the Moon ; either as a 
ſecret March has been diſcovered by the Moon 
ſhining, before the Army could reach the in- 
tended Place; or as a haſty March has been 
cut off, by the Moon going down ſooner than 
was expected ; ſuch a Perſag (I ſay) will rea- 
dily conceive the Importance of this Advice, 
given by Socrates in an Age, when Almanacks 
were not yet publiſhed to the World. 4 
Lr us, in the next Place, conſider the 
Aſſiſtances, which the ſeveral Parts of Learn- 
ing lend to each other. And here, I would be 
underſtood to ſpeak of the Method of forming 
a Man of Great Genius and Capacity, in any 
Learned Profeſſion; and ſuch a Perſon was ne- 
Tin formed, by the man accurate Study of | 
ay One Part of Knowledge. 
The Mari, who aſpires to be truly Great in 
any Way, ſhould have a Largeneſs of Soul, 
and be as free, as it is poſſible, from Prejudi- 
ces; that he may be able to judge, without 
Reſtraint, of the Weight and Conſequence of 


be 
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be acquired only by giving to the Mind a Coms 
paſs of Thought ; and by turning its Attention 
to a Variety of Objects. The more our Views 
are bounded, the more limited will our Ob- 
ſervations be ; and our Underſtanding contrac- 
ted, in Proportion. Take a Man of little Leam- 
ing and of a narrow Converſation; what ſcanty - 
Notions, and what unripened Conceptions, does 
he. betray ! How ſanguinly he believes Incony 
ſiſtencies; how paſſionately he admires Non 
ſence ; and how devoutly he renounces the ſub- 
limeſt Truths Juſt as the Opinions of the lit 
tle Clan of Men and Books of his Acquaintance 
happen to prepoſſeſs him. Take a Man of a 
more ample Extent of Knowledge and Con- 
verſation ; but yet, who has neither travelled; 
nor read the authentick Accounts and Hiſtories 
of Foreign Countries; and you will find him 
perpetually ſurpriſed at the Strangeneſs of E. 
vents, which have from Time to Time hap- 
pened, in every Age: Lou will likewiſe hear 
him condemning, as abſurd and barbarous, the 
Cuſtoms and the Dreſſes of other OY as 
Polite perhaps as his own. | 

The unhappy Cauſe of this Contraction of 
Mind in theſe Perſons, is their being (as it were) 
tied down, from their Youth, to a ſtinted Set 


of Thoughts and Opinions; without ever having 
N an 
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an Opportunity given them to exert their Fa- 
culties, at Large. To apply this Reflection to 
my Purpoſe; the like Narrowneſs of Soul will 
gro upon us by adhering to a certain Claſs 
of Books, and ſtrictly confining our Studies to 
one Science. By this Means we impercepti- 
bly acquire @ Singularity in Thinking; we 
cramp the Freedom of the Mind; and gradually 
bring our Apprehenſion, by too cloſely attach- 
ing it to one Make of Objects, to ſee them in 
a di Grandeur, in Compariſon 
of other Things, towards witch we bave never 
made the leaſt Approach. When we apply our 
whole Force preciſely to one Study, it inſenſibly 
becomes the Favourite of our Underſtanding; in 
Time, we make it the Teſt, by which we adjudge 
the Value of every other Kind of Learning ; 
eſteeming only what ſeems, in ſome Degree, to 
correſpond with our peculiar Knowledge ; and 
depreciating what has no Relation to it. And 
this Se lſiſhneſs prevails ſometimes ſo extrava- 
gantly, as to carry Men to reaſon from Prin- 
ciples of their own Science, upon Subjects of a 
quite! different Nature. Thus, Arguments have 
t againſt the Motion of the Earth, 


been brough 
and a Plurality of Worlds, from Theological 
Conſiderations; and the Cauſes of Natural Ap- 
pearances have been ſettled conſequentially to 
the 
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the Speculations of Divinity. He therefore; 
who deſires to preſerve himſelf from this ridi- 
culons Narrowneſs of Mind, muſt tum his 
Thos (arhis Leiſure) to different Kinds of 


. ode mean, That a Scholar ſhould endes 
your to be compleat, in all or many Parts of 
Literature. Hippocrutet, in his Time, obſerved; 
that the Shortneſs of Life bears no Proportion 
to the vaſt Extent of Knowledge. The Yeats, 
and the Abilities, of Man are too confined for 
= to hope, he may arrive to an Eminency 

many Sciences. Beſides; by his Proſeſſion, 

a the neceſſary Cares of Life, or by the par- 
_ ticular Liking he may take to one Study; he 
is either obliged, or tempted, to beſtow more 
Time and Application in ſome one Purſuit, 
than will allow him diligently to proſecute 
another. But nevertheleſs, to prevent the 
Mind from taking a peculiar Ply too ſtrongly, 
dy which our Faculties do (as it were) con- 
tract a Stiffneſs or a Lameneſs; he ought to ſet 
apart ſome ſpare Hours, for a General Inſight 
into Studies, foreign to his Profeſſion : And the 
greater Compaſs he is able to take in, the freer 
will he be from groſs Prejudices : His Mind 
will be more open; and he will be enabled 
more impartially to judge of the yarious Mat- 
ters 


* 


80 8883 Ne 115 


ters, which may occaſionally come under his 
Conſide ration. 

But, to go on with the Connexion there is 
between the ſeveral Arts and Sciences, and the 
mutual Aids, they afford One to the Other: 
I have already (in the Courſe of my Supple- 
ment) obſerved ; That Grammar and Rheto- 
rick are abſolutely neceſſary to every Gentle- 
man, who pretends to write or ſpeak above the 
Vulgar ; or even to reliſh the Propriety and 
Elegancy of a fine Writer. After this; to grow 
up to a Perfection and flouriſh in almoſt any 
Province of Learning; the Latin Tongue muſt 
indiſpenſibly be acquired: Since the moſt full 
and accurate Treatiſes upon moſt ( if not uy 
of the Sciences, are written in that Lan | 
Then the Perſon, who would enjoy the refined | 
Pleaſure of an exquiſite Taſte for Polite Com- 
poſitions, and judge of the Abilities of a Great 
Hiſtorian, an Oratour, or a Poet, ſhould learn the 
Greek Language; as likewiſe, that he may be a- 
ble to peruſe the moſt finiſhed Models of Style 
and Invention ; after which the Beſt of the Ro- 
man Authours have been proud to copy; enrich- 
ing their Writings with the Spoils of Greece. + 

I find, my preſent Subject will exceed the Li- 
mits of this Paper; and even fill another. In 
the mean Time, I muſt here infinuate, that 1 


have 
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have not the leaſt Intention, by what has been 
ſaid, to diſcourage my Engliſb Diſriples from 
labouring after et in ſound Senſe 
and Knowledge. We have in out Native Lan- 
guage ſo many excellent Books on ſeveral Sub- 
jects of Learning, more particularly in Mathe- 
 maticks and Divinity; and ſome Performances 
in Oratory and Poetry, ſo good; that they need 
not deſpair of making conſiderable Advances 
in Knowledge, nor of acquiring a Taſte of 
Elegancy : Though they may not, perhaps, arriye 
at the higheſt Perfection. For their farther En- 
- couragement, I can aſſure them; I have conver- 
| ſed with Perſons, who from a good Choice of 
Engliſh: Authours, with the Aſſiſtance of their 
own Natural Parts, reaſon and diſcourſemore 
pertinently on many weighty Topicks, than 
| ſeveral pompous Scholars, who are Maſters of 
the Learned Languages, and have read over 
many bulky Folios of Science; the Reſult of 
all their ill-digeſted Studies having furniſhed 


them with little more, than the Knowledge of 
awhat other Men think in controverted Points; 
and a Habit of magiſterially impoſing upon 
| their Hearers, what they Themſelves do not 
- underſtand, a 9 


. VDidy, 


* 
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Non ignara mali, vir ſucturrere . 
| V IX Go 
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þ V5; HE g of May has been, acid will 
£ a” be Sacred to Love in all: polite Na- 
1 * tions: Reſolving therefore, to 

c countenance all Innocent and So- 
cial Weakneſſes, T have ſet apart this Day 
from ſeverer Studies; and pronounce all Phi- 
loſophy impertinent, when it pretends to riſe 
above Humanity, and to deſtroy thoſe Paſſions, 
without which, Life has no Reliſn, and So- 
ciety cannot be maintained. 2 


To the FREE-TRINEIX. 


9 1 R, - th | March 14. 1718. 
Apply myſelf to you,in Behalf of a Friend; 
and hope you will give him your Advice, 

wich your uſual Candour and Impartiality. 

© Without 


CY 
r K Aa 
—- 
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Without farther Ceremony ; n ſtate his 
9 Cale, as briefly as I can. | 
A Gentleman, not deſpicable in his Per: 
* ſon, and of a Liberal Education, falls in Love 
with an agreeable, beautiful young Lady, 
© every way accompliſhed to make a Man hap- 
© Py- There is a ſmall Diſproportion in their 
* Circumſtances ; the Advantage, on her Side: 
© Yet, ſo free is the Lady from Pride; that he 
© has frequently the Pleaſure of receiving 
© Marks of her Favour. Nevertheleſs, my 
© Friend dares nat venture to come to an open 
© Declaration, till he is 8 to anſwer 
« the Objections, which he ann the 
will make. 
»The Virgin, hal lence) enneoilge 
Fortune to an old -Gentlewoman, not her 
Mother; the Obligation, therefore, the great- 
* er. My Friend has no Hopes of ever gain- 
© ing the old Lady sConſent: And, the young 
Lady's Heart is ſo full of Gratitude, that 
© ſhe will not readily diſoblige the Perſon, to 
© whomſhe ors Fore eee, 1 
Lou ſee, Sir, here is the Old Struggle be- 
<.tween Love and Honour ; in which your Ar- 
< .bitration is earneſtly deſired; that we may 
. dan whether 2 Lady may 1 58 againſt 
— 
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« Conſent : And, I am perſwaded, the Lover 
will abide by your equitable Determination. 


Ian, SIR, 
> Tour moſt obedient Servant, 
"101% ; 
WS: and Admirer, 


PHILAMY- 


w uA II Ipleaſe, or diſpleaſe; if 1 ſpeak; 
I muſt ſpeak Freely. In the preſent Difficulty 
therefore, my Opinion (as a Caſuiſt) is, that 
2 Were ſhould not encourage the La- 


eſpecially if the Obli- 
pion as —— to his Love) towards her Be- 
; leſt, by the ſame Liberty of Con- 


— he ſhould hereafter make no Scruple 
of Infidelity towards her Husband, If there- 
fore, the Parties are perſwaded, the intended 
2 would prove an inſupportable Diſ- 
appointment to the Old Lady ; I adviſe them 
to defer it, till ſhe is above the Vexations of 
this World. At the ſame Time, I wiſh it 
were in my Power to perſwade the Good Ma- 
tron to recolle& the Days of her Youth ; to 
conſider, that Time is precious, and Love is 


impatient, Let her not be Generous by 
Halves ; 
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Halves; but conſent to the Match, and wake 
her Bounty a double Bleſſing. 

Tx: following Letter x Flr rad Lank 

— with a Piece of Rural Poetry, 

proper to be preſented on a M- Day, by | 

def paring e to ue Cruel n. 


0 I B, 3862 0 ds 16. ** 


„ HE ſhewing yourſelf a diſintereſted 
Patron of the Diſtreſſed,” will draw 
upon you more Trouble, than you imagine. 
* It is natural for us, under any Uneaſineſs, to 
© have Recourſe to a Perſon, Who is as able, 
© as he is willing, to relieve us. Howevef, 
* to ballance this Vexation, you will have 
* the Satisfaction of reducing the Minds of 
many of your - Diſciples to a ſettled Tran- 
* quility, who, through the Prevalency of 
* ſome Paſhon, may for a Time be rendered 
©* wholly incapable of the Freedom of Thought, 
© Amongſt others, I muſt acknowledge, you 
© have a Right to my good Wiſhes; as I have 
received great Benefit from your Philoſophi- 
© cal Reflections: But, I muſt in a more parti- 
© cular Manner thank you, for the Remedies 
* you preſcribed to the Lover ſick Gentleman, 
a Þ your Paper of the Twenty-Third In- 
ant, 


F 3 Tore 
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Love has; for ſome Time, tyrannized over 
* me without Controll. Fears, Jealouſies, 
®Amnlieties, and extravagant Wiſhes, have in- 
© terfiipted/ my Purſuits after Knowledge and 
Truth: But, your Preſcriptions will (I hope) 
© reſtore me to a Philoſophical Health of 
© Mind : For, I find myſelf in the very Cir- 
cumſtances ſpeciſed by that Gentleman, in 
his Letter. Aſſured, therefore, of a perfect 
5 Recovery (if I am not failing to myſelf) I 
© ſend you, for want of a more valuable Fee, 
© a Hampſbire Love-Ballad ; that I may, in 
* ſome Meaſure at leaſt, teſtify my Gratitude 
| to my kind Phyſician. 

Ian, SIR, 

Your moſt obliged, and 
moſt bumble Servant, 


LyYSANDER, 


HH ſronby the Minutes, dear Celadon, 
aum, can and ſerene, no Faſſun we know ! 
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| The Mening, the _— its Pleaſure. doe. 
| bring, 5 | 
If we read, or wwe Talk ; e 
Bas, N f Sy. N 
| Bow, | 
| And Pierceth our Heart with bi Arrouy of h Wee, 4» 
We loſe all Delight, and we. forfeit all Eaſe: 
Nor i Rb has I = aſe, 


My Lis in belt Me I * 

And looked without Pain on the Lali of Kane: 
No Virgin with Fanny, « with Voice, or with 
Aire, 

No Virgin was als my | Heart 1 to enſuare.. 

Ab, woby did I, fooliſh, abandon thoſe Plau, 

To join in the Revels of L-———n Swains Haſs 
W here heedleſs, young Chloe, unprafficed i in Ar, 
Enticer to Love the moſt indolent Hearts, : 


* 


F 4 My 
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© Diligh, 
In the Cool of the Morn, in the Stillneſs of Nile: | 
My Books and my Thoughts each other veliev 'd; 


* the Minutes, ſefi-gliding, were e ſchath 4 | 


wa, 
No Pi diſturbd me; my cy ü Were my on. 
But now I am ſo alter d, as never was known ! 
My Heart from its Owner is quite gone a-ſtray ; 
Aud Chloe torment; it, by Night and ) Day. = 
* ; 
My Friend ftill war welcome, whenever be 
cams; | on 
M Friend ſaw my Countenance alway: the ſame : 
O'er a Pot of Bohea, we grew merry and wiſe; 


Aud laugh'd at the Torment fa Lovers de- 
wiſe, 


But, 
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But, wounded by Chloe, T live in the Sen: 5 
My Friend, with i, ſeer a ne A1 
W _—_ 
I bid him be gone; for bi: Wit and hi 3% | 
ur RIA more nn TP 


5. 
How once every Object a Pleaſure did Sil! ö 
If I walked in the Garden, or tnrverr d the Held: 
on beautiful Landrkips, 1 fraſted my Sight ; _ 
When the Nightingal ſung, 1 could lien all | 
N . 
But now, as I robe through the vue or Glade, | 
Tbe beautiful Landskips before. .my Eye fade; by 
In the Nightingal's Note, no Muſick I find; 
For, Noting but Chloe ſtill runs in my. Mind, 


1] 2 thr hs M4 
If my n in „Sung, * at. : 
With my Flute, by a Brook, I could | ſolace my 

Grief: 


: þ 0 
* 9 2 4 * * 
9 4 : 9 
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Or, ſleep to the Lullaby Noiſe of the Kream; 
And watt to new Life from a rapturous Dream. 
But now, all Endeavour: tn vain I apply : 

Since for Chloe I languiſh, for Chloe I dye, 

To no purpoſe I try on wy Flute every Sifain ; 

And the, Brook o'er the Pebbler, now murmurt in 
vain. 


7. 

Beware, fily Shepherds, how Love you defy ; 
Beware of the deſperate Glance of her Eye. 
In Freedom 1 triunph'd ; and flouted the Swainr, 
Who ſold themſelves Gore, and 3 their 
© own Chaim. 
But fince beheld ber, alas, I am undone! 
Since firſt T ſaw Chloe; my Freedom is gone. 
Ibave forged my own Chains ; and] conflantly cry, 
Was ever poor Shepherd ſo wretched, as I! 

' How, Celadon, ſhall I my Paſſion reveal? 
Or, muſt I for ever my Torment conceal ? 1 

e 
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The Woe ſhe creates, has ſhe Pity to hear ? | 


95 Ab, No! She" is crual, ar charming, I for... 

Aſſiſt me, by Reaſon to ranſome my Heat; 

Or teach me to gain her; Ob, teach me the An ! 

Te merciful Powers, to you I complain; _ _ 

Give Love to tht Nn # giv ſem he 
Gere | 
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SURE 2. n 20; 01 Fo 


WIr Anis. Me 4 719. 


UI dike NW 05 0 rationis 8 qua 
cauſe rerum atque exitus cognoſcuntur, mirus 
. quidam omnium quaſi conſenſus doctrinarum con- 


centuſque reperitur. 
Cicts, de Orat. L. 3. 


We H Is Motto is immediately con- 
„ x 8 8 nected in Cicero, with the Sentence 
A 5 prefixed to Monday's Paper: And 
Wy L the Reader will find as ſtrict a 
Connection in my Diſcourſe with what prece- 
ded ; which 1 ſhalt now bring to a Conclu- 
ſion. . | - 
Los1cx, rightly underſtood, is of ſingu- 
lar Service to teach us the Art of Reaſoning 
juſtly ; by enabling us to diſcover the Weak- 
neſs or Fallacy of an Argument; to diſintangle 
the Intricacy of a Queſtion ; and to proceed, 
in our Enquires after Truth, in a. proper and 


regular Method. And, though a mere 1 
hi 
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liſh Reader may, perhaps, not comprehend 
the preciſe Signification of every Term uſed 
in the common Syſtems of Logic; and might 
not poſſibly, if he did comprehend them, be 
much the wiſer : Yet, he may be able to learn 
the true and general Groundsof Right-Reaſon- 
ing; ſo as readily, and by certain Rules, to 
judge of the Soundneſs of a Propoſition, or 
the Validity of an Argument. 
The Study of Morality opens to us the large 
Field of Knowledge, in which the common 
Senſe of Mankind ſhines out in its full Glory. 
This. Science informs us, wherein Human 
Happineſs (ſtrictly ſpeaking) conſiſts, and by 
What Means it may be promoted; by ſetting 
Bounds to the Paſſions; by determining what 
is abſolutely neceſſary. to be done, and what 


to be avoided ; by marking out the Blemiſhes 
and the Beauties of Life; what is Blameable, 


what Praiſe-worthy ; what will ſet a Man at 
Peace with himſelf, and recommend him to 
the Love and Eſteem of Others. 

From the Conſideration of the Offices of a 
Private Life; we may go on, with Succeſs, to en- 
quire into the Nature and the End of Govern- 
ment: We ſhall ſee the Foundation of it laid 
in the Wants and Neceſſities of our Condition; 
and we ſhall be convinced, the only great and 


*juſtifi- 


94 The EREE- TRIX KER. Ne 117 


juſtifiable Deſign of it is to preſerve (as far as 
poſſible) the Welfare and the Peace of every 
Member of a Society, and to maintain Juſtice 
and Order in the World. And, could I but 
prevail upon many of my Countreymen to 
thus gradually, from the Plain Truths 
of Morality, to enquire into the Fundamental 
Principles of ,Politicks; they would not fo 
eaſily be miſled into the Chimerical Notions 
of Government, that tend to endanger their 
own Property, as well as to ſubvert the Anci- 
ent Liberty of their Countrey, 
By the Study of Natural Philoſophy, we be- 
come knowing in the Structure and Mecha- 
niſm of our on Bodies; we are acquainted 
with what paſſes in this viſible World about 
us; we ſee much of the wonderful Wiſdom 
of Nature; and we fortify our Minds againſt 
the idle Fears and Superſtitions of the Vul- 
gar, by learning, that thoſe extraordinary Ap- 
Pearancet, from which They forebode the moſt 
dire Events, are as Certain (though not as 
Frequent) Effects in the Courſe of Things, 
as Eclipſes of the Sun or Moon. | 
Metaphyſicks ſerve to clear up and refine the 
Underſtanding ; to ſubtilize the Mind, by 
accyſtoming it to compare Intellectual Noti- 
ons, as diſtinctly as if they were Material 
Objects, 
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Objects; to enlarge the Comprehenſion of the 
Soul, and to enable it to muſter the various 
and numerous Kinds of particular Truths un- 
der their proper Heads, ſo as to conſider them 
in one General View. 

In Mathematicks there is unh an Enartioate 
of Reaſoning obſerved, by admitting Nothing 
as à Principle, which is not -evidently. True, 
and by allowing af no Concluſion, which daes 
not plainly follow from ſomething ſelf. evi- 
dent, or from Propoſitions already demon- 
ſtrated ; that Perſons, of a Profeſſion very 
foreign to this Science, have been adviſed.hy 
very great Men to Mathematzize a little, in or- 
der to acquire an habitual Caution in other 
| Studies; that they might not be liable 400 
raſhly to advance any Thing as an undoubted 
Principle; nor too eaſily to admit of Conclu- 
ſions, as neceſſary Conſequences from :the 
Principles they have eſtabliſhed. And, ſo ſen- 
ſible was Plato of this great Advantage of 
Mathematicks ; that he inſiſted. on a Skill in 
Geometry, as a neceſſary Qualification in every 
Scholar, who defired to attend urge Ml 
My youthful Diſciples would be 
think me tedious, and perhaps partia if 1 I 
ſhould enumerate the various Advantages ari- 


fing from the ſeveral Parts of Mathematical 
Learn- 


* 
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Learning: But, I cannot quit the Subject, bes 
fore I earneſtly recommend the Study of Ar- 
chitecture and Perſpective, to as many of them 
as intend (in the Courſe of their Education) to 
viſit foreign Countries; that they may be 
duly prepared to admire the maſterly Perfor- 
mances in Building and Painting, which they 
will meet with in their Travels; and that 
their Admiration may riſe from Judgment and 
the Principles of Science, as well as from the 
powerful Impreſſions, with which the moſt 
finiſhed ObjeQs' uſually ſtrike * n 
tion. 
Some Perſons deſpiſe Hiſtory, 25 not con- 
verſant about Eternal Truths; and others 
© eſteem it but an idle Amuſement, at beſt: 
Nevertheleſs, One of the great Men of An- 
tiquity was of a different Opinion; and look- 
ed hpon Thoſe; as mere Children, who knew 
nothing of Affairs, which had paſſed in the 

World, before they came into it. Without 
| n, an obſerving Reader may, from good 

Hiſtories, be furniſhed with very uſeful Reflec- 
tions for the Conduct of private Life; may 
acquire a more perfect Knowledge of Man- 
kind, than his own Experience can ſupply him 


with; may precaution himſelf, from the Follies 


and Milcarriages of others ; and may find Ex- 
amples 
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amples of Wiſdom and Prudence, and of eve- 


ry manly Vertue, ſtrongly recommended to 


his Imitation. But, as Hiſtorians dwell more 
upon publick than private Occurrences; the 
Benefit to be reaped from them, by Per- 
ſons in Power and high Stations, is ſtill 
greater; which 1 have ſhewn in a ” former 
Lecture. | 
No, u cntibe ties de an 
provement in the Study of Hiſtory, nor a Poſſi- 


— 2 mm 


ography 
Chronology digeſts Agions and Events nods 
their proper Years ; places them in a regular 
Succeſſion, ſo as to give us a whole Century 
at a View; and marks out the Great Periods 
of Time: It ſhews us, who were Contempo- 
raries; who of the celebrated Men were of 
an Earlier, who of a Later Date; as likewiſe, 
how preceding TranſaQions were the Seeds 
of future Events. And indeed, without this 
Science, Hiſtorical Narrations are meer Tales 
of Things, that happened Once upon a Time. 
As Chronology points out the Time, ſo Geo- 
graphy ſets before us the Place, in which an, 


* No or; News | : , * 
Vor, l. G Adion 


bility of methodizing in the Memory what we 
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Action happened: and the Man, who reads 
on, without knowing either the One or the 
Other, paſſes Hoodwinked through Hiſtory. 
In the Relation of a War, can he comprehend 
the Defign and Conſequence of each March, 
of an Encampment, a Battle, or a Siege, who 
has no Notion of the Countrey, which is the 
Scene of Action? Can he judge of the Intereſt 
of one Prince with Reſpe& to another, and of 
the Grounds of their Quarrels, who does not 
underſtand how their Dominions are ficuated, 
nor know the Intercourſe they may have with 
Each other, as well as with neighbouring or 
diſtant States? 

But I hope, I need not largely recommend 
the Study of Geography, in a Nation, whoſe 
extenſive Commerce and numerous Alliances 
make it the Intereſt of the Subjects, at the 
ſame time that their great Tendency to News 
and Politicks will make it their Diyerſion, to 
know what is tranſacting in the remoteſt Parts 
of the Earth. At leaſt, I deſire all Frequenters 
of 8 to penuſe Maps, as well as 
News- Papers; leſt they ſhould be apt in Diſ- 
courſe to place Buda on the Rhine, — Que- 
heck in the Neighbourhood of Flanders ; or 
dream of Invaſions from Piedmont, and De- 
ſcents from Conſtantinople. 


fn 
%- 
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FROM the foregoing Particulars it will be 
eaſy to conceive how the ſeveral Arts and 
Sciences caſt a Light upon each other; and 
that any One of them, ſtanding alone, would 
be dark and confuſed. For Example; The 
immediate Fountain of our Law is in the 
Books of Common Law, the Vear- Books, the 
Reports, and the Acts of Parliament: And 
the Study of theſe Volumes, together with a 
Knowledge of the Practice of the ſeveral 
Courts, will make a Man properly a Lawyer. 
But then, it muſt be allowed, that the Man, 
whoſe Knowledge goes no farther, is not ſo 
well qualified —_ to diſcern where the 
Streſs of a Cauſe lies, nor ſo dextrouſly to an- 
wa die ory of ALE As. | 
guments ; as One, who, to the Peruſal of the 
55 Books, has joined the Skill and Practice 
of Logick: Nor will this meer Lawyer be ſo 
able to know the Reaſans, the Extent, and 
the proper Applications of General Rules, nor 
he true Meaning and Latitude of a Law; 
neither will he ſo Nee or equitably reconcile 
contrary Laws ; as a more Learned Barriſter, 
who (beſides a direct Skill in his Profeſſion) 
has ſtudied the Law of Nature and of Nations, 
andis knowing in the Hiſtory and Conſtitution 

of his own and other Countries. THE 
G 2 | ls 
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In like manner, the Writings of the Old and 
New Teſtament are the proper Source of Know- 
ledge ſor a Divine. But ſtill the Perſon, who 
enters upon the Study of thoſe Books with a 
Skill in Languages and Criticiſm, in the An- 
tiquities of the antient Nations, in Morality 
as reſulting from the Light of Nature, and in 
the Art of Reaſoning; He will, by the Help of 
theſe Auxiliaries, conquer moſt Difficulties; he 
will, upon all Occaſions, have a clearer Inſight 
into his Text; illuſtrate a Point of Doctrine 
more rationally, and more judiciouſly deter- 
mine a Caſe of Conſcience ;” than a Pur-blind 
Scriptuarian, who fancies Divinity wants not 
the Illuminations of Prophane Learning. And 
if, to the Advantages mentioned, our Divine 
ſhall add the Accompliſhment of a manly Elo- 
quence, his Thoughts will ſhine out in their 
full Perſpicuity, and the Hearts of his Hearers 
ſhall burn within them, while he ſpeaks; 
whereas the Preacher, who is ignorant of the 
Elegancy and Propriety of his Language, and 
unacquainted with the Powers of Rhetorick, 
talks in a Miſt, and his Words deſcend upon 
the Congregation like a Froſt. 


HAavixs now entirely compleated the Sup- 
plement to my Preliminary Diſcourſes ; I beg 
leave to renew upon the Minds of my Diſci- 

ples 
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ples the Advice, which reſults from this whole 
Eſſay. Let it not be thought, that Truth and 
Knowledge of any kind is dangerous to So- 
ciety; but that Falſhood and Ignorance are 
the formidable Enemies of Vertue, of Reli- 
gion, and all Good Government. Let not 
the Illiterate Man of Buſineſs, nor the Empty 
Man of Pleaſure, glory in the Faſhionableneſs 
of their narrow Education; and trample upon 
Literature, which afliſts the One to read tole- 
rably and caſt Accompts, and miniſters to the 
Diverſions of the Other. But above all, let 
the Learned avoid the Suſpicion of a Narrow- 
neſs of Mind, of Conceit and Prejudice, in 
depreciating thoſe Arts and Sciences, with 
which they are unacquainted: Rather, let me 
adviſe them, by a juſt Applauſe and mutual 
Encouragement, to recommend one anothers 
Perſons and Studies to the Love and Admira- 
tion of the Ignorant. And, if to this inter- 
changeable · Benevolence towards Themſelves, 
would join a civil and modeſt Behaviour 
towards the Leſs-knowing, laying aſide all 
Contempt of their Capacities or Attainments, 
rather gently perſuading, than inſolently dri- 
ving them out of their weak Opinions; They 
would (as a Recompence to their Candour) 
ſee ** flouriſh under a more general 
G 3 Eſteem 
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Eſteem in the World ; the Followers arid the 
Patrons of Knowledge would daily increaſe 
in number ; Ignorance would by Degrees be- 
come unfaſhionable ; arid 4 Fine Scholar would 
thine in a Circle at Court, beyond the Man, 

who relies upon the Coſtlineſs of his Equi- 
page and the Skill of his Embroiderer. 
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Frenua nos exercet inertia — Ho. 


— 2 


F A ſor to hear, that Numbers 
dot my Diſciples complain of late, 
7 0 2 for want of compleat Sets of my 
% Lectures, and grow impatient for 
Volumes ; when it is not in my Power to an- 
ſwer their Deſires. Foreſeeing this Inconveni- 
ency, I gave them timely * Notice, not to 
loſe their Market; To which Notice I refer 
them for ſome of the Principal Reaſons, 


which 


Ne 118 The FR RIH-TRHIN RBA. 103 


which oblige me ſtill to perſiſt, in my firſt Re- 
ſolution. However, if I have any Credit 
with my more diligent Obſervers, I adviſe 
them to lay up the Growth of this running 
Half- year, and to gather it as it riſes ; ſince 
hall (my Sapplement being now finiſhed) ſoon 
open a freſh Parcel of Knowledge. 

Wren I had; in my very Firſt Half-ſheer, 
ſhewn my ſelf a hardy Philoſopher, by at- 
tempting to vindicate the Dignity of Humane 
Nature from Abuſe on One Hand, and from 
Contempt on the Other ; I proceeded, in my 
Second and Third Papers, to give Aſſurances 
to Both Sexes of many Free-T hinking Feats, 
which it was, then, generally ſuſpeed I never 
intended to perform. | 

In the mean time, I have gradually proſe- 
cuted my fettled Purpoſe with ſuch Reſolu- 
tion and Impartiality, that in little more than 
the Space of One Year, my Readers of every 
Denomination are almoſt univerſally perſuaded, 

many with Pleaſure, and ſome with Regret) 
that the Free- Thinter is in Earneſt, as to the 
Extent of his Deſign; that he will neither 
philoſophize Trimmingly, to indulge the falſe 
Prudence of Some; nor reaſon Hoden, i 
to countenance the Rafhnefs of Others ; 

| G4 . 
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yet, precipitate his Work to gratify the Im- 
patience of a Few. 

In the ſecond Paper, amongſt ſeveral Parti- 
cularities in the Character of a True Free- 
Thinker, it was hinted ; It is not wnlikely, that 
maſt Things will appear to Him under a different 
Shape and Colour, to what they ſhew to the Ce- 
nerality of Mankind, The Publick, I dare 
ſay, is by this time ſufficiently ſatisfied of the 
Notoriouſneſs of this Characteriſtick; and 1 
Hall, this Day, make the Mark yet more viſi- 
ble, by the Singularity of the ſubſequent Pa- 
ragraphs. 

W may obſerve, that moſt Gentlemen 
beſtow more Care and Expence in punctually 
providing for the Amuſements and Extrava- 
gancies of Life, than they are willing to em- 
ploy in Concerns of the greateſt Conſequence 
either to Themſelves, their Families, or their 
Countrey. Hence it is, that no Profuſion of 
Money is thought unreaſonable to maintain 
Mr. Heidegger Puppet-ſheew ; nor any Thrift 
too great in promoting a Publick Good: The 
Seto, it muſt be owned, is carried to a great 
Perfection; the Figures are as large as the 
Life ; and the Wires, by which this Artiſt 
Mnces them, are not diſcernible, but to a 


ven obſerving Eye: But then, after all, they 
rare 
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are but Puppets; and of little or Wy U le, 1 
Heidegger has done with the. 

I made this and ſome other Occaſ onal Re- 


flections upon Reading the underwritten * 
nn. in che Courant of laſt es 


E dab r Fo RA, SETTING: 

Am Perſon was bar a Setting-Dog of a hind 
| Size and ſtrong Male, that quarters his Ground, 
carries his Head in a good Place, and does all 
other Parts of his Buſineſs very well; if he will 
bete him in any open Countrey this Pairing Seaſon, 
within Twelve Miles of London, m wy bew the 


Dog, and ' hear of a Cuſtomer at Evans , 
= Net-maker, in Sheig- Lane, Picadilly, 


| This is the only way to be well es, 
upon all Occaſions : Obſerve the Nicety, the 
Prudence and Circumſpection, of this Sportſ- 
man. What rare natural Endowments, what 
acquired Knowledge and Diligence, dies he 
require in this little Miniſter of his Pleaſures ! 
The moſt publick Notice is likewiſe given, 
that no Choice may be wanting: Laſtly, he 
will not take the Abilities of the Spaniel 
upon Truſt ; but will judge of them, in an 
open Grand, No Intereſt (I am perſwaded) 
no 
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no Recommendation, no Bribe, could pre- 
vail upon this Gentleman, to prefer an Ani- 
mal to be Ranger of his Fields, who knows 
nothing of his Buſineſs, and to entruſt the 
publick Care of bis Game to a giddy, ſhat- 
ter-brained Curr. An Example worthy the 
Imitation of all Perſons, who have the Di- 
rection of the Affairs of the Nation! 

In vain is any Artificer skilful in his Trade, 
if he makes Uſe of bad Implements, or if he 
works with Tools, that are not of a proper” 
Make and Size. Mr. Gibbons could not have 
carved his Niceties with a Hatchet ; neither 
can Mr. Thornhill paint the Cupolo of Paul's 
with a Trowel. In yain likewiſe are the Abi- 
lities of a great Miniſter, if he takes no Care 
in the Choice of his Journey-Men, who are 
to manage the ſeveral Wheels and Springs of 
Government, that are under his Direction. 
Therefore, laying aſide all other Conſideta- 
tions, when a Vacancy happens in an Office or 
a Poſt, let proper Enquiry be made for a Per- 
ſon duly qualify'd to fill it, to this or the like 
Effect: Any Perſon who know: of a true-bred 
Exciſe-man (for Inſtance) that will not betray 
the Government he ſerves, that quarters his 
Ground, who carrier his Head in a good Place, 

and 
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antt does all other Parts of bir en 
if be wil Met bim, nw 2 


Another occaſi Wo Reflection I dds; Ws 
on the Happineſs of a gobd Education. Sup- 
e, you have 2 Litter of Puppies of the 
fineſt Breed; and the beſt natural Parts. Let 
them run idly about the Houſe fot ſome 
Months, and they will be perpetually playing 
one unlucky Trick or another in the Kitchim: 
Wben they ate grown up to Maturity, tùtn 
them out into the Fields: and they ſhalt be 
good for nothing, but to deſtroy the Poultry, 
to drive away the Game, to Worry the Sheep, 
and come to be hanged in the End. Where- 
as, if you take one of them from the Duni, 
and ſend him young to a careful preceptour, 
Who ſhall keep him to his Studies improve 
his natucal Talents, and give him propet Got- 
rection; how much in Value will he tiſe 
above the illiterate Multitude and the Dus- 
ces of his Species ! His Fortune is made :: 
He ſhall be ſought after by Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion: He will become the Favourite of ſome 
great Man: He will hive a convenient Apart- 
ment, with vl StwaW or ſleep upon his 
Patron's Bed: He Mal fiavt à Servant to wait 
upon him; and ſhall want for nothing, that 


any 
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any reaſonable Dog can deſire: And when 


he dyes, the whole Family ſhall be in Tears; 
and many a gallant Squire ſpeak honourably 
of his Memory. 1359 ext6::4 

The laſt Reflection, which roſe in my 
Thoughts upon reading the aforeſaid Adver- 
tiſement, gave me a ſenſible Concern. It is 
-indeed, a ſevere Reproach ; and I with it 
could be retorted upon me as a falſe one, 
when I ſay ; That many of our Landed- 
Men take more Care of the Breed and Edu- 
cation of a Horſe, a Dog, a Cock, or a Hawk, 
than they ſhew in the training up, or in the 
Marriage, of their Children. Hence, our ce- 
lebrated Animals ſtill preſerve their ancient 
Vigour and Spirit, through ſo many Genera- 
tions; while our Gentlemen viſibly degene- 
rate from the Manhood of their Anceſtours. 
But, I ſhall not here purſue this Conſideration, 
-which. I purpoſe to treat of in a particular 
Set of Lectures, in the Proſecution of my 
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To the Gi rin who writes the 
FREz- THINKER. | 


$I Roe cif 413. April 2: 27. is 
8 S I walked Yeſterday in the Even- 
” IV ing in Kenſington Gardens, amongſt 
the beautiful Crowd of Females, 
my Eyc ſoon ſingled out the di- 
vine Letitia. As ſoon as the was gone out 
of the Walks, my Companion, Laevter, 
perceiving how diligently I had obſerved her 
at every Turn, told me; He had the Happi- 
neſs of being well acquainted with the La- 
: Kereupon, we tetired to a Seat in the 

2 Wilderneſs ; when, to indulge my Curioſity 
« and to heighten my Admiration; he enter- 


K tained 
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© tained me with her Character, in the follow- 
© ing manner. 

- & I need not dwell upon the inimitable Air, 
e the fine Stature and Shape, the lovely Com- 
© plexion, the regular Features, and the match- 
C 2 Eyes of Letitia; ſince, I believe, you 
© have been buſy (this Hour and more) to 
* trace out a diſtin and laſting Impreſſion of 
© her viſible Charms, in your Mind. Never- 
\ © theleſs, 1 can aſſure you, that all theſe Per- 
© fetions, which, you may think, you have 
& fully obſerved in her Perſon, will improve 
© upon a nearer View; and the oftner you 
© approach her, in every Dreſs, the more you 
« will admire her unexceptionable Beauties. 
© You find, the wounds at a Diſtance: But I 
© can tell you, ſhe kills near at hand. I will 
© not ſay, that Leritia is not conſcious of her 
* Beauty; fince, in my Opinion, it would 
6 : Jain Praiſe : She is conſcious, but not 
ain, of her Charms; and ſhe ſets a juſt 
c * — 4. a ſeyere) Value on Beauty by re- 
« garding it only as the Gloſs and Varniſh of 
Vertue. She claims the Privilege of her 
© Sex, to paſs the whole Morning at her 
© Toilet ; but then, ſhe employs thoſe Hours 
© chiefly in compoſing her Paſſions, and em- 
< belliſhing her Mind: The Books, which 


_ © contain 
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© contain the moſt refined Precepts of Vertue, 
* and the Principles of ſound Senſe, are her 
* Patch-Box, : ber Combs, and her Waſhes. 
r © The Perſections of the Body, the knows 
* muſt come from the Indulgence of Nature; 
© whereas the Improvements of the Soul myſt 
© be the Reſult of Study and Reſſeſtion. 
© The happy Concurrence of Beauty and 
© Vertue, of Youth and Diſcretion, has all 
along ſecured Letitia from the Envy of her 
* own, and the Impertinence of our Sex. Her 
© good Humour is genuine ; and all her Smiles 
c riſe from her Heart. When ſhe ſpeaks, her 
Lips deliver the moſt elegant Thoughts in 
© the ſweeteſt Accents; which gaye a Friend 
© of qurs occaſion &9 fay, That her Words are 
6 all ſet to Muſick. 35 | 
© I ſorbear to particularize the favoral Pemaale 
* Qualifications and Vertues, which ſhe poſ- 
© ſeſles in common with the moſt accomplilhed 
of her Sex. The moſt ſingular Brightneſs in 
Letitia's Character, is the Equality of her 
« Mind, Her Life has CEE 
from Diſtreſſes of a ſevere Nature; though 
< her Heart has been free from Vexation : And 
© ſhe has ſhewn her Acquaintance, that a 
* Woman may be Unformaate without being 
> nnn. 


ere 
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Here ended Laertet. It is pity, methinks, 
© ſo fair a Character ſhould be loſt: There- 
© fore, if you will be pleaſed to perpetuate it, 
© by recommending it to the Imitation of 
your fair Readers, you may make Letitia a 
©  publick Benefit ; and you will in a particular 
We 
fs e e 
TD moſt Obediem Servant, 


\ 


Tu Is Gentleman has fallen upon an Ex- 
pedient to divulge through the whole Iſland 
the Praiſes of Letitia, which otherwiſe might 

have been confined to the little flowery Wil- 
derneſs at Kenſington. I wiſh the generous In- 
tention of my Correſpondent may prove of 
Service to our Virgins : I ſhrewdly ſuſpect the 
Abuſe of it. Every young Fellow, who buys 
the Paper, will be apt to carry it to his favou- 
rite Coquette, and ſay; Madam, the Free- 
Thinker has done Juſtice to your Character to 
Day. Every celebrated Toaſt will imme- 
diately take Letitia's Perfections to her ſelf, 
by conſulting her Glaſs, inſtead of refleQing 
inwardly on the Make of her Mind. A Hand, 
* a Foot, 
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a Foot, -a Feature, will be thought a Vertue j 
and two ſparkling Eyes, the briglſteſt Orna- 


ments of the Soul: Nay, a ſpreading Hoop 


ſhall be preferred to Diſcretion ; and a neat 
Shoe ſhall paſs for no mean Accompliſhment. 

The Batchelours, whoſe Turn of Wit lies to 
Satyr, will not ſcruple tay, ſay, that the Cha- 
racer of Letitia is all Fiction; and that it is a 
very extraordinary Circumſtance, in the Ad- 
venture of Mr. G. B. that, the handſomeſt 
Lady in the Garden, that Night, ſhould be 
the wiſeſt. Certain It is, that very dangerous 
Follies frequently lie in Ambuſh in the ſmooth 
Lineaments of a fine Face; and that; the Refle- 
Rion of a very charming Creature is generally 
but Skin-deep. This brings to my Mind the Say> 
ing of an old Counteſs (who had been famous 
for her Beauty) upon the Sight of a Picture of 
herſelf at Fifteen+ If that was niy Likeneſs 
(c (aid ſhe) I tremble to think of the many 
Dangers 1 haveeſcaped ! A 
But notwithſtanding theſe Objections, I be- 
lieve many of my tender Pupils; who are am- 
bitious to excell in true Womanhood, will 
think on Letitia in different Lights; and ſtudy 
to adjuſt themſelves by her, as in a Glaſs, 


1 
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To the FRE E-THINX ER. 


Worthy SIR, May 5. 1719. 
UR Sex, who have no Skill in the 
learned Languages, could never have 
© hoped. to acquire ſuch a Share of Philoſo- 
© phy as is needſul to make us happy, before 

you generouſly undertook to i us, in 
plain Engliſh. This has encouraged me to 
© apply td you for Advice, in a Matter, that 
© very nearly touches my Quiet. I had my 
© Education in the Countrey, till I was Four- 
© teen: My Parents (who were of ſome Fi- 
c -gure) dying, when I was not yet Fifteen; I 
© accepted the Invitation of @ Friend, to live 
© with her in this Town. She introduced me 
© to Company, to Balls, to Plays, to Maſque- 
© rades, and all the gay Amuſements of the 
e faſhionable World. She is lately dead: 
© Hereupon, I retired to my former Privacy in 
© the Countrey, with a Reſolution to quit 
* the Circle of Vanity, I bad ſo often gone 
© round, during the Five laſt Years of my 
© Life, Ih — {FR after a Satiety of Town- 
© Pleaſures, I 'T flould have the better Reliſh 
for Rural Enjoyments. But, alas! Sir, I 


l es that the Impertinences of Plays, Balls, 
< and 
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© and Viſits, have given ſuch a Looſe to my 
© Thoughts, that my Mind is a Source of Ex- 
6 * travagances ; and all my Reflections are but 

© a Jumble of idle and confuſed Notions. 
No, what I requeſt of Mr. Free-Thinker is, 
© that he would favour me with ſome of his 
* ſage Advice, and help me to correct this vi- 
* tiated Taſte of Life, I am, 1 


E 1 R, 
. humble Servant and Diſciple 


LAviNI1A: 


1 Turn Lavinia's Letter is full of In- 
ſtruction. How many young Ladies have we. 
in her Caſe; and yet ks few deſire to be 
cured? A Ka Hurry of Spirits through 
the Courſe of five Years, will require Time 
and Patience, and much cool Reflection, be- 
fore the Mind can recover its proper Temper. 
However, 1 fancy, if Lavinia, to the Precepts of 
Philoſophy, would add an agreeable Husband, 
who delights in the ſedate Pleaſures of Life, 
it would very much facilitate the Cure. | 


H 2 ry, 


* 
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Hanc olim veteret vitam coluere Sabini ; 
Hanc Remus & frater : Sic fortis Etruria crevit, 
Kilicet & rerum fatta ef pulcherrima Roma. 


VIIAC. 


15 4 1 Account of the Civilities 

251 and Ceremonies of Politeneſi in Uſe 

among ſt the Romans; for their far- 

A ther Information, I ſhall now pro- 

ceed to ſhew, How they phrcelled out their Time, 

2 by daily and 4 Courſe of 4 private 
Life. 

Under their Kings, the people, as yet un- 
corrupted with AMyence, glory d in Fruga- 
 lity ; and the greateſt Simplicity of Manners. 
was accounted moſt faſhionable : Their Time 


— 


— — 
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was almoſt wholly taken up in providing for 
the Neceſſities of Life, and in ſupporting the 
Fatigues of War, during the Term of aboy$ 
two hundred Vears. 

Under the Conſuls, as often as they had 1 
foreign Wars to fear, they found themſelvès 
at leiſure to foment inteſtine Broils. The 
Deſire of Rule amongſt the Patricians, and the 
Love of Liberty in the Plebeians, kept Rome 
in a perpetual Ferment, which threatened De- 
ſtruction to the Common- wealth in its Infan- 
cy. Theſe two Orders of Citizens, tranſgreſ- 
ſing alike the Bounds of Moderation, lived in 
a mutual Diſtruſt one of the other: So that, 
as ſoon as they perceived, they were in no 
Danger from Enemies abroad, their principal 
Care was to defeat the Cabals of each other. 

Thus, through the Courſe of about Five 
hundred Years, the main Attention, the Vi- 
gour and the Vertue of the Romans was em- 
ploy'd, in defending themſelves againſt the 
Hoſtilities of their Neighbours, and in compo- 
ſing their domeſtick Feuds. If they enjoyed 
any Intermiſſions from theſe Cares, they then 
apply d themſelves entirely to Agriculture. In 
theſe happy Intervals of Tranquility, no Man 
thought it beneath him to ſet his Hand to the 
1 ; the Patrician and the Plebeian, whoſe 

{ ot Conditions. | 
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Conditions and whoſe Buſineſs ſo widely dif- 
fered in the City, had one Occupation in the 
Countrey ; and the Greateſt, in common with 
the Meaneſt Roman, was not aſhamed to be 
ſtyled A Labourer. 

We have many Examples of this laudable 
Simplicity, not only in the early Times of 
the Republick, when it was cuſtomary to ſend 
for Conſuls and Dicfators from their Farms, to 
aſſiſt in the arduous Affairs of Government ; but 
likewiſe, in the flouriſhing Ages, wherein 
Rome was Miſtreſs of Italy, and had made her 
Power reſpected beyond the Seas. I need 
not, therefore, mention Nuntius Cincinnatus ; 
who was found labouring in his Grounds, 
by the Perſons, who were diſpatched to 
notify to him, that he was appointed Dicta- 
tor. I want not for Inſtances to my Purpoſe in 
Curius Dematus, in Fabricius, Aſtilins Serranus, 
Licinius Stolo, Cato the Cenſor, and many o- 
thers; who, in much later Times, Were proud 
to take their Suynames from ſome particular 
Branch of Hubandry, in which they excelled : | 
Hence, (according to the concurring Opinions 
of ancient Writers) came the Aſinean, the Vi- 
tellian, the Suillian, Porcian, and the Ovinian 
Family ; the Founders of theſe Families having 
been famous for * the ſeveral Sorts of 

Animals, 
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Animals, imply'd in their Names. Others 
likewiſe had diſtinguiſhed themſelves, by rai- 
. ſing and improving particular Kinds of Pulſe. ; 
- whence came the Surnames Lentulut, Fubiur, 
Piſo, Cicero, and many more. FT | 

In a Word; fo generally were the Romans 
addicted to the Occupations of a Countrey 

Life, that the Name of Way-farers (Pines) 


was given to certain Officers, whoſe Buſineſs 
it was to go and acquaint the Senatours, that 
an extraordinary Seſſion would be held on 
ſuch, or ſuch a Day: As for the ordinary 
Meetings of the Senate, they wete fixed to the 
Day of the Calend and the Day of the Ides, in 
every Month; and . confequently did not re- 
quire to be notify d. Now, if the Snatourt 
and Men of Note paſſed a great Part of their 
Time in the Countrey ; what may we judge 
of the Inferiour Citizens? Above three Parts 
in four of them (probably) faw the City, but 
once in every nine Days, in time of Peace. 
They came thither only to buy Neceffaries for 
their Farms ; and to examine, whether they 
ſhould approve or reject any New Regulations; 
which the Magiſtrates fixed upon the Capitol, 
and up i the Forum, three Market-Days fuc- 
ceſſively, before they were offered to be con- 
firmed, It was on theſe Market- Days, that (in 

H 4 Time) 
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1 the Tribunes of the People entertained 
em with the Affairs of the Government, 
and the Changes, that were to be made; 
= by their Harangues fomented the Jealou- 
ſies, which agitated the different Orders of the 
Community, under the Republick. 

Laſtly; The Practice of Hurbandry muſt 
have been univerſally eſteemed amongſt the 
Romans for a confi derable Time, when Cicera 
(towards the Declenſion of the Common- 
wealth) ſpeaks honourably of it; and does 
not ſcruple to affirm, that even then, the Per- 
ſons of Probity and Diſtinction gloried more 
in being enrolled amongſt the Countrey-Tribes, 
than in being numbred amongſt the wealthieſt 
of the City- Families. 

I ſhall purſue this Subject in the next Half. 
Sheet ; that I may here have room to make a , 
few Remarks on what has been ſaid. 

T 1s Account of the Romans is not pecu- 
liar to Them; but may be applied as juſtly to 
moſt Nations, if we look back into their an- 
cient Manners and Cuſtoms. There was a 
Time, when Tillage, Paſturage, Breeding of 
Cattle, and Planting, were not ignoble Occu- 
F in this Iſland ; Neither is it yet half a 

entury, ſince moſt of our Countrey-Gentle-, 


Men. hors been bred in a compleat Ignorancy. 
of 
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of Hurbandry, to learn the Idleneſſes of the 


Town. We can likewiſe, even to this Day, 
ſhew perhaps a more ample Catalogue of Ru- 


ral Surnames, than the Romans could ever boaſt, 


of: Several of which are taken from 5 
as Lamb, Kid, Colt, Bullock, Goſling, 

Dove; Partridge, Pheaſant : Others 3 _ 
trey-Occupations ; as Shepherd, Corw-herd, Far- 
mer, Plowman, Gardiner: Many from Grain, 
Trees, Plants, and Flowers; as Wheat, Oats, 
Aſp, Birch, Broom, Toy, Violet, Lilh, Prim- | 
roſe : Some from Fruits; as Cherry, Strawberry, 
Nut, Haws, Sweet-apple, Grab : Others from. 
the Water; as Lale, Pool, Ford, Rivers, 


_ Brcoks ; And ſeveral from the Nature or Di- 


ſtribution of the Ground ; as Hull, Dale, Heath, 
Wood, Greenwood, Lane, Hedge, Acres, Nur 
dotut. 

Thus did our ancient Families Aifinguiſte 
themſelves by Appellations, which betokened 
Induſtry, Innbcence, and Independency ; and 
which bore ſome Relation to. either their 
I ands, their Seats, or their Buſineſs. If moſt 


of the flouriſhing Modern Families, who haunt 


the Town, were to copy after our Predeceſ- 
ſours in this Reſpect; many, who might be am- 
pitious of being dignified by their Places of 
Abode, would 4 a Right to aſſume the 


gurnames ; 
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Surnames of White's, Tom's, Will's, Bunton's, 
the Grecian, Jonathan s, Change-Ally, Groom- 
Porter's, &c. Others, who might be more 
deſirous to be known by the particular Arts 
of Life they cultivated, or might be proud of 
ſignifying to Poſterity, by what Induſtry they 
happened to thrive in the World ; would not 
be thought to arrogate, by appropriating to 
themſelves the genteel Names of Hazard, 
Picket, Ombre, Baſſet, Punter, Master; Game- 
ſter likewiſe, and Sharper are no diſreputable, 
nor improper, Titles with an handſome Equi- 
page: And, if any Gentleman of the Induſtri- 
our Tribe ſhould have a particular Fondneſs to 
a Rural Denomination; he may borrow, from 
a Countrey-Animal, the Surname of Setter, 
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Wi pro labore af lis, pro continemia & 
£quitate lubido atque ſuperbia invaſere ; for- 
tuna ſimul cum moribus immutatur. 


sartver. 


. ** 
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O carry on the Eſſay, which was 

* begun laſt Friday : About the Five 
8 At hundred and ſeventieth Year of 
die City (after the ſecond Punick 
War) the Romans were invited into Greece, by 
the /Etolians and the Athenians : And when 
they had ſubdued Philip King of Macedon, and 
his Son Perſes ; fluſhed with Succeſs, they en- 
tended their Conqueſts into the Leſſer Aſia, and 
into Hria. Hence, their own Writers date the 
viſible Declenſion of their former Si 
Their Victories turned to their Prejudice; for, 
with the Arts, they adopted the Vices, of the 


People, they had Os to their Empire. 
| There 
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There was a ſuddain Change in Rome: New 
Arts and Sciences were ſtudied; the Houſes 
were new · modelled and enlarged; ſumptuous 
Furniture and coſtly Apparel were coveted; 
and their Diet was poiſoned with the Wanton- 
neſs of Cookery. The Mounds of their an- 
cient Diſcipline, over-born by the Inundation 
of foreign Luxuries; they refined their Man- 
ners into Exceſſes of every Kind. In vain, did 
the Cenſor now remind his Fellow-Citizens of 
the Severity of their Anceſtours : Example 
was grown too powerful for his Authority : 
Pleaſure and Idleneſs became liberal, Labour 
and Induſtry, ſervile Diſtinctions. The Cor- 
ruption, which began among the Quality, in- 
ſenſibly infected the People to ſuch a Degree; 
that; at laſt, the moſt uſeleſs Citizen was ac- 
counted the moſt honourable. In this polite 
State of Degeneracy, their Time (which be- 
fore was uſually employ d to ſome laudable 
Purpoſe) was now wholly divided between 
Amuſements, Ceremonies, the Tasks of Am- 
bition, Feaſtings, and immoderate Sleep : 
Which brings me to what I propoſed, in the 
beginning of my preceding Paper. 0 

Dvr1nxs the firſt Four hundred and ſixty 
Years, the Romans knew no other Diviſion of 


the Day, but into the Morning, the Noon, 2 
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the Evening: And, in the Law of the Twelve 
Tables, there is no mention made, but of the 
Riſing and Setting of the Sun; neither was it 


till ſome Years after, that the Common Crier 
proclaimed the Nœon, with a loud Voice. 


Pliny ſays, that the firſt Inſtrument, which 
the Romans ever had to diſtinguiſh the Hours, 
was a Sun-Dial, placed by the Cenſor Papyrius 
Curſor in the Court of the Temple of Quirinus, 
ten Years before the Tarentine War : And Mar- 
ens Varro informs us, that the firſt Curioſit) 
of this Kind (which was expoſed in publick 
near the Roftrums) was fixed upon a little Pil- 
lar; and that it was brought from Scih by Va- 
lerius Meſſala, in the Four hundred and ſeventy 
ſeventh Year of Rome. How imperfe& ſoever 
this Dial might be, they continued to regulate 
their Time by it, about Ninety-nine Years; | 
till Martins Philippus (who was Cenſor with 
Paulus Amilius) gave them one more com- 
pleat : And Pliny adds, That he gained more 
Reputation by this Preſent to the Publick, than 
by all his other Actions, during his Cenſorſhip. 

But, notwithſtanding theſe Helps, the Ro- 
mans were ſtill at a Loſs to know the Time 
of the Day, and to proportion their Hours, as 
often as the Sky was over-caſt ; till Scipio Na- 
5 ca, in the Year Five — and ninety five, 


ſet 
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ſet up an Invention to meaſure the Hours, by 
the dropping of Water out of one Veſlel into 
another; as we (on ſome Occaſions) now mea- 
ſure. them, by the running of Sand. They 
counted Twelve Hours in the Day ; which 
were Longer ,or Shorter, according to the 
Length and Shortneſs of the Days. The firſt 
Six Hours were from Sun-riſing till Noon; and 
the other Six, from Noon to the Going-down of 
the Sun: And, that every Maſter of a Family 
might know, at Home, how the Time paſſed ; - 
there was commonly a Slave kept in every 
Houſe, whoſe whole Employment was to run 
to and fro to obſerve the Hours, and ſignify 
them to the Family. Of this we have ſeveral 
Traces in the Latin Poets: And Pliny, ſpeak- 
ing of ſuddain Deaths, ſays ; that Babius, who 
had been Pretor of Bythinia, died inſtantly, 
when he had enquired, of his Servant, the 
Hour of the Day. 

Here again, I am obliged to ſtop my Carreer 
in the ſecond Stage of my Subject, by ſome 
Reflections, that merit Attention. 

WI have ſeen the Romans fall from the So- 
briety of their Manners, by the Acquiſition of 
Power ; and decline in Vertue, as they grew in 
Affluence and Politeneſs : Which, at laſt, ended 
in the total Subverſion firſt of their Liberties, 

and 
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and then of their Empire. This has been the 
Fate of almoſt all flouriſhing Nations: And I 
fear England, without timely Care, will in a 
few Years furniſh Hiſtory with one pregnant 
Example more of this Kind. This Obſerva- 
tion makes me inclinable to believe, that the 
celebrated Vertues of any Community have 
been owing more to Neceſſity than Choice; 
ſince we find, that moſt Countries have admit- 
ted of as many Extravagances, as their Cir» 
cumftances could fupport. We have indeed 
many glorious Inſtances of Particular Perſons; 
who have enjoyed the moſt ample Fortunes 
with the greateſt Moderation: But, I know of 
no powerful and FlouriſhingState, that-was 
ever able to maintain their ancient, ne 
Vertues, and to diſtinguiſh Themſelves by a 
National Heroiſm. 
From the Account of the Roman Diviſion of 
the Day, we may obſerve how very flow the 
| Progreſs of the moſt ſeemingly obvious Arts 
and Sciences muſt have been in all Nations, at 
the Beginning. When the Romans were at laſt 
able to parcel out the Day into Twelve Hours; 
yet even then, it muſt have been a new and a 
tedious Study, to come to an Exactneſs of di- 
viding thoſe Hours into Minutes, and ſubdivi- 
ding the Minutes into Seconds: And yet, 


trifling 
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trifling as this Knowledge may ſeem (which 
our Clock-makers have brought to a ſurpri · 
fling Nicety) it would be endleſs to enume-- 
rate the Uſes of it. land 

Since our Time is reduced to a Standard, 
and the Bullion of the Day is minted out into 
Hours; the Induſtrious know how to employ 
every Piece of Time to a real Advantage, in 
their different Profeſſions: And he, that is 
Prodigal of his Hours, is (in Effect) a Squan- 
derer of Money. I remember to have heard 
of a notable Woman, who was thoroughly 
ſenſible of the intrinſick Value of Time: Her 
Husband was a Shoe-maker, and an excellent 
Crafts-man; but never minded how the Mi- 
nutes paſſed. In vain did his Wife inculcate 
to him, That Time it Money: He had too 
much Wit to apprehend her ; and he curſed 
the Pariſh-Clock, every Night; which at laſt 
brought him to his Ruin. One Night, when 
the poor Woman ſent the Prentice to call him 
home from the Ale-Houſe ; he asked, What 
a-Clock it was? Twelve, anſwers the Boy: 
Go then (ſays the Maſter) and bid my Wife 
be eaſy; it can never be more. After an 
Hour's Patience, ſhe ſent again: What a- Clock 
now, Child ? One, Sir. That's a good Boy; 
once. more, go and deſire my Wife to be com- 
forted ; it can never be leſs, Fri- 
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HIL E the Day was all of a Piece 
= at Rome, the Manners of the Peo- 
ple were ſimple, and theit Occus» 
| pations ſuch only as Neceſſity te. 
quired. No ſooher had they learnt to tell out 
their Time into Hours, than they 'cotitrived 
Methods to multiply the Buſineſs of the Day 
allotting, to almoſt every Hour, a different Care. 
If then, we conſider the Rimans- in this Con- 
dition; they generally parcelled out the Day, 
in their ordinary Courſe of Living, after the 
following manner. 

They had their Morning Devotions ; with 
which they uſually began the Day; going from 
Temple to Temple to tecommend Them- 

Vo L. III. I ſelves, 
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ſelves, every Man to as many Gods, as he 
thought he might ſtznd in need of. Thoſe, 
who were not at Leiſure, or perhaps not diſ- 
poſed, to go Abroad, acquitted Themſelves of 
this Duty at Home; the Rich by Sacrifices, 
or Offerings, and the Poor only by Vows and 
Prayers. They had, likewiſe, their Evening 
Adorations ; with this Diſtinction, That their 
Mattins were for the Celeſtial, and their Veſpers 
for the Infernal Deities. But, the Prime of the 
Day was not wholly appropriated to the 
Gods : They found it highly neceſſary not to 
be ugh in paying their Reſpects to their own 
They were aſſiduous and early in 
their Tu Sala ations the Inferiour People 
paid their Morning-Court to the Magiſtrates; 
and the Magiſtrates went Abroad betimes to 
worlhip the Grandes of the City. 
Thus, were the firſt and the ſecond Hours of 
the Sun ordinarily employ'd by the Roman 
Citizens ; if we except the ſevere Students, 
the Men of Buſineſs, the Merchants, the 
Tradeſmen and Artificers; who preferred In- 
duſtry to Servility, and were not at Leiſure 
to be Faſhionable. 
I The third Hour ſummoned the People to 
he Courts of Judicature ; excepting on . 
Days, or when ſome more important 


of 
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of Government interrupted the Buſineſs of the 
Bar. Beſide the Judges, the Lawyers, the 
Solicitors, and the Parties concerned, there 
was always a vaſt Concourſe in the Forum; 
who came thither, partly to enquire after 
News, and partly to hear the Pleadings; and 
who, during the Republick, took upon them 
to approve or to condemn the Deciſions, that 
were made, For this Reaſon it is, that Cicero, 
in the Peroration of his Accuſation againſt 
Verres, threatens the Judges with the Cenſure 
of the Roman People, who heard him ſpeak, 
if they ſhould ſuffer the heinous Crimes of 
Verres to eſcape the Rigour of the Laws. 
This Attention took up the Generality of 
the Citizens (who were not obliged to be ab- 
ſent upon other Concerns) during the third, 
the fourth, and the fifth Hours. In the mean 
time, the reſt' (who were engaged in more 
urgent Buſineſs) employ'd theſe Hours accor- 
ding to their different Callings, their Rank, and "Or 
their ſeparate Views. The Knights ſat as 
Judges, and regiſtred Treaties and legal Con- 
| tracts: And the Candidates for Employments, 
or Honours, went about the City with their 
Friends and Relations, to procure Votes. = 
At laſt, came the ſixth Hour of the Day $. 
the Noon-Tide : At which Time, every Man re- 
| I 2 tired 
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tired to his Home; made a ſlender Dinner; 
and took a moderate, refreſhing Nap. 

The firſt Hours in the Afternoon were uſu- 
ally allotted to Bodily Exerciſes ; as Walking, 
Riding in a Coach, or Playing at Mall : *And 
the Youth of Faſhion, whoſe Ambition promp- 
ted them to improve their Agility and Strength, 
went into the Field of Mars to practice ſuch 
Feats of Activity, as were moſt proper to fit 
them for the Diſcipline and Fatigues of War. 

As the Riches, and conſequently the Luxu- 
ry, of the Romans encreaſed, they had their 
Publick Walks, as likewiſe private Gardens 
of great Magnificence; and, in time, Marble 
Cloiſters, and Galleries of an incredible 
Length. In theſe cool Places did the Per- 
ſons, who loved ſedate Amuſements, paſs 
two or three Hours of the Afternoon, in Diſ- 
courſing gravely or pleaſantly, according to their 
different Humours. The Poets took this fa- 
vourable Opportunity to come thither, to re- 
cite their Verſes to ſuch as were inclinable to 
hear them. 

From theſe ſeveral Recreations, they flock- 
ed to the Publick Baths, which were opened 
at a ſtated Time; in the Winter at the eighth, 
in the Summer at the ninth, Hour of the Day; 
which was __—C by the Sound of a Bell. 

* 
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Thoſe, who had Private Baths, made uſe af 
them earlier, or later, as they pleaſed : But, 
Alexander Severus firſt. permitted the Publick 
Baths to be kept open all the Night, in the 
intenſe Heats of the Summer. The Poets, 
likewiſe, came to the Baths to repeat their 
Compolitions ; where they never failed of a 
numerous Audience. _ 

After Bathing, was the Time af uſing Oils 
and ſweet Ointments ; with which they ſup» 
pled their Limbs: And then, ſucceeded the 
Time of Supper; which began, the ninth or 
tenth Hour of the Day. This was their prin- 
cipal Meal; and (in Proceſs of Time) from a 
ſhort, moderate Repaſt, grew to the Exceſs 
of being prolonged till after Midnight, 

My Readers will ſee by this Account, that 
the Romans divided the Action of every Day 
into two diſtin Scenes; the one for Studies 
or Buſineſs, the other for Exerciſes and Amuſe- 
ments; the proper Means for preſerving the 
Mind, and the Body, in full Vigour. As it 
was not reputable to waſte any Portion of 
the Forenoon in Pleaſures ; fo likewiſe, it was 
not cuſtomary to let any Affairs break in up- 
on the Leiſure of the Afternoon. Neverthe- 
leſs, ſo ſevere was the Application of ſome 
Men of Note, that they gave their Minds no 

I 3 Relaxation, 
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Relaxation, before the tenth Hour. Thus & 
neca ſays, We remember the great Oratour, Aſi- 
nius Pollio, who would not attend to the leaſt 
Buſineſs, nor ſo much as read a Letter, after the 
tenth Hour ; leſt the Comtents of it ſhould oblige him 


70 ſome new Care: And, in the two remaining 


Howrs, be refreſhed himſelf, and threw off the Fa- 
tigue of the whole Day. But, this Severity was 
not required in a Perſon of the moſt ſerious 
Character: Plutarch ſays, that Cato went re- 
gularly after Dinner to exerciſe himſelf at Ball, 
in the Campus Martius; and that he diverted 
himſelf as uſual with this Exerciſe, that ve- 
2 Day, the People had refuſed to chooſe him 
Lonſul, 


| Ar TER what has been ſaid, let us a little 


conſider a London-Day; and ſee what Ac- 


count we can give of our Hours, for the In- 


formation of future Ages, when we may be 


no longer a Free People. 

Be it known then to my Readers in Futu- 
turity (if they happen to underſtand Engliſp) 
that formerly our Day, as in other ancient 
Nations, began with the Riſing of the Sun : 
But, about the latter End of the ſixteenth Cen- 
tum, the wiſe Men obſerved a viſible Change 
in our Time, which has ever ſince gone on, for 


the worſe; inſomuch that, of late Years we 
have 
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have altered our manner of computing ſo fat; 
that our Morning begins preciſely at the Noon 
of our een. ; and our Noon 
with the Evening of thoſe Plain Folks, who 


lived by the Light of Nature, and ſaved Fire 
and Candle. In other Words; let us ſuppoſe 
an Hour-Kalendar, and then, our New-Syle 
wi be found to differ juſt ſix Hours from the 
We perform our Exerciſes (uch as they 
are) moſtly by Candle-light : Sedentary Ie, 
are moſt Faſhionable; ſuch as enfeeble the 
Body, and render it liſtleſs and delicate in all 
its Motions. We have indeed a few robuſt, 
clowniſh Gentlemen; but in general they are 
thought diſqualify'd. for any conſiderable Poſts, 
whether Civil or Military; and they are ſel- 
dom, or never, promoted to any Titles of 
Honour, above Knighthood, The only Exer- 
ciſe now practiced, that ſeems to require fome 
Force of Fg and a lively Spring in the Wriſt, 
is the violent ratling of two little ſquare Bones 
in a ſmall Cylindrical Box, about five Inches 
deep, and two and a half diameter. 
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Onerat diſcentem turba, non infiruit : Multoque 
ſatius eſt paugis te auftoribus tradere, quam errare 


per multos. 
SER E e. de Tranquill. Anim. 
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London, May 11. 1719. 


Mr. FR EI-TH IXI, 
PArURSUANT to my * Promiſe, 
I purpoſe to diſcloſe my ſelf to 
ce — but 
firſt defire to know, whether you 
| have rectived any more Propo- 
F al. ſince your laſt. In this Reſpect I am an 
* arrant Woman; I am deſirous of many Sui- 
© ters : The fuller the Market, the better the 
Choice; and the Perſon, I ſhall cull out of 
£ a Thouſand, will think himſelf more obli- 


2e x66, x 


e ged, 
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* ged, than if I choſe him out of a ſcanty 
© Number. 
© As ſoon as I receive your Anſwer, 1 ſhall 


c entruſt you with my final Reſolutions; that 
you may make them publick. I am, 


gag © ==. 
Your ſincerely Obliged 


MIRANDA; 


I Have been ſurpriſed at Miranda's flow. 
Proceedings: She might have been happy, if 
ſhe had pleaſed, theſe two Months ago. 
However, ſhe has not yet loſt her Opportuni- 
ty ; for, ſeveral of my Correſpondents conti- 
nue to enquire after her with Impatience ; and 
will, this Day, be tranſported to ſee, that ſhe 
has not altered her Mind. All I cn fay to 
her at preſent is, that I long to ſee the Aﬀair 
conſummated ; and that ſhe needs not doubt 
of having a numerous Band of Suiters, when 
they ſhall know where to addreſs themſelves. 
In the mean Time, I wiſh ſhe had thought 
of making a proper Uſe of the Whitſuntide- 
Holydays, when every Candidate would have 
been entirely at Leiſure to attend her Reſo- 
lutions, 


To 
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To the FRE E-THINX ER. 


IN, May 8. 1719. 
6 1 'a Senſibility of my Weakneſs, and an 
earneſt Deſire to have it redreſſed, be 
© proper Motives to engage your Philoſophical 
© Compaſſion ; I queſtion not, but my Caſe will 
© claim your moſt ſerious Conſideration. The 
0 E, for the Cure of which I apply to. 
© you, is an Inſtability of Mind, a volatil 
© Thought, and a treacherous Memory ; all 
* which prevent the Improvement of my Un- 
© derſtanding, by the Uſe of Books : So that, 
* geting little Advantage by Reading, I take 
* as little Delight in it. 
© I find it extremely difficult to fix my At- 
© tention,to any ſerious Subject: I pri; re- 
© tain „ "eh of Facts, with their ſeveral 
© Circumſtances of Time and Place, and Oc- 
© cafion : I can give no diſtinct and particular 
© Account, in the Evening, of what I read in the 
© Morning; and, in a few Days, the faint 
© Traces leave not the leaſt Impreſſion on my 
© Mind. I have often wondred to hear a 
© Gentleman ſay, That he never read a Book, 
© which he did not make his own. What would 


© 1 not give for ſo happy a Retention! I fear, 
II- 
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© I labour under an incurable Evil. You beſt 
© can refolve my Doubts, or redreſs my Mif- 
fortune; and your Advice, which ever way 
© it turns, is expected with Impatience by, 


= 
Tour very bumble Servant, 
E. W. 


Ir is plain, the Gentleman, who is able to 
repreſent his Caſe ſo much like a Man of 
Senſe, is not under an Incapacity of improving 
his Underſtanding by the Uſe of Books. The 
beſt conſtituted Mind may, from ſeveral Acci- 
dents, contract the Infirmities he complains 
of ; and yet may, through a timely Care, te- 

cover its natural Abilities. 

Inſtability of Mind. may proceed from un- 
ſettled Views in Life. The Perſon, whoſe 
Purpoſes are fluctuating, and who has not as 
yet determined what Scheme of Thought he 
ſhall purſue, but riſes every Day to ſome new 
Proje& ; or who rambles perpetually in his 
Reading, and almoſt every Hour changes his 
Authour, or his Subject; muſt not expect, 
while he indulges himſelf in the Rovings of 
his Imagination, to make a tolerable Progreſs 

in 
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in any Knowledge or Profeſſion : And, let his 
natural Capacity be never ſo good, a long Ha- 
bit of this Kind will enervate his Attention, 
and render his Thoughts volatil : His Head 
will become a Thorough-Fare for a Succeſſion 
of fleeting Ideas, where none will abide, any 
more than Paſſengers in an Inn. The eaſieſt 
Remedy for this Waſte of Thought, is to ha- 
bituate the Mind by Degrees to Attention, 
by keeping it moderately to the ſame Purſuit, 
Day after Day; and by chooſing to relax it 
with Converſation, or any other Recreations, 
rather than to buſy. it to no Purpoſe 
with a Variety of Studies, and a delultory 
Method of Reading. 
The Attention may likewiſe be diſſipated 
ultiplicity of Buſineſs, by Intemperance, 
by Pleaſures, by Cares, or by ſtrong Paſſions 
of any Kind, While any One or more of theſe 
Avocations prevail, in vain does a Man of the 
beſt Parts endeayour to attend effectually to 
his Studies; and he accuſes his Capacity 
wrongfully. His Soul is prepoſſeſt; his whole 
Thought is employ d; 12 muſt be diſinga- 
ged from the powerfyl Call of any urgent 
Affection, 4 he can liſten to the leſs im- 
portunate Sollicitations of Arts and Sciences, 


which always require a Free Mind, 


I come 
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I come now to conſider my Correſpon- 
dent's treacherous Memory; which probably he 
accuſes, not without ſome Injuſtice. I muſt 
obſerve to him, that this Faculty operates dif- 


ferent Ways in different Perſons; that it is in 


general more or leſs Retentive, as the Object 
is more or leſs intereſting, or agreeable to it; 


and likewiſe, that every Man's Memory is un- 


faithful, in Proportion as his Attention is neg- 
ligent. Let me farther obſerve, that there is 
no 'Man of Thought and RefleQion, but he 
muſt have a conſiderable Power of Remi- 
niſcence; to which he is indebted for all his 
Obſervations and his Judgment of Things: 
This Power, indeed, exerts it ſelf varioully 
ſome it enables to recolle& a vaſt Number of 
Particulars ; and it gives to others the Advan- 
tage of retaining a great many general Con- 
cluſions, which are (as it were) the Summ-To- 
tal of a long Liſt of Particulars : But, both 
theſe Advantages do not often concur in the 
ſame Perſon. I forbear to treat this Subject 
fully, at preſent, for the Reaſon hinted in the 
beginning of my Seventy-ſecond Paper. In 
the mean time ; for the Relief of Mr. E.W. 
let him be aſſured, that (with Application 
and Method) an ordinary Force of Memory 
will carry a Student far into Knowledge; 


provided, 
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provided, he does not diſtract his Mind by too 
great a Variety of Studies. Neither let him 
be diſheartned, becauſe he cannot repeat an 
Authour's Words, nor perhaps recolle& many 
Paſſages in a Book, he may have read with Dili- 
gence: He may, nevertheleſs, make an Authour 
bis own; which is more the Work of Judg- 
ment, than of Memory. I have known many 
a Gentleman, who could ſay Virgil by heart, 
write like Bavius: And, a Man may learn to 
think in the Spirit of a fine Writer, though he 
does not remember one entire Period of his 
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No 124. Friday, May 29. 1719. 


PR" _— 


S potes archaicis comviva recumbere leftis, 

Mec modica ceneve times olus omne patella, 

Supremo te ſole domi, Torquate, manebo. _ 
HoR, 


a » 
— * * * * ll 
th hw. ” 


„ — ** 1 — 4 — CO 
* 


i gn 8 F all the Amuſements and Pleaſures 
ao of Lite, Converſation has always 
been eſteemed not only the moſt 
Pho rational, but likewiſe the moſt a- 
greeable, Method of unbending the Mind. It 
is an Entertainment, which -ſuits every Age, 
and every Condition; and we till recur to it 
with freſh Delight. We grow tired of the 
frequent Repetition of Balls, of Plays, or of 
Opera's; which are ſtudied, artificial Refreſh- 
ments: Whereas, Converſation is the natural 
Junket of the Mind ; and moſt Men have an 
Appetite to it, once in the Day at leaſt : The 

Perſon, likewiſe, who ſecludes himſelf from 
Company, 
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Company, will as naturally impair the Vi- 
gour of his Underſtanding, as he would dimi- 
niſh the Strenth of his Body by too abſtemious 
à Courſe of Diet. = 
There is a time for all things ; and Con- 
verſation has its proper Seaſon. In the Morn- 
ing, it diſſipates the Spirits; unſettles the Head 
for any ſerious Application; and intoxicates 
like Wine : In the Evening, it ſoftens every 
preceding Care ; relieves every Fatigue ; and 
deſcends, like a refreſhing Dew, upon the 
Thought, parched with the Buſineſs of the 
Day. Happy therefore is the Man, who 
when he has employ'd the Day in laudable 
Purſuits, has a choſen Band of Friends to con- 
verſe with, in the Evening : His Sleep is ſweet 
to him; and his Labour is not irkſome: On 
the other Hand, his Condition is to be 'pity'd, 
who-is the perpetual Slave of Buſineſs, or of 
Idleneſs ; ſince either Courſe of Life is equal - 
ly unnatural, and conſequently inconſiſtent 
with human Happineſs, in a well conſtituted 
Mind. | by 
It is fit this Evening Converſation (which, 
within due Bounds, I recommend to all my 
Diſciples, who are Men of Application whe- 
ther to Buſineſs or Studies) ſhould be invigo- 
rated with a moderate Repaſt, and a cheerful 
| Bottle; 


** 
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Bottle; that the Whole Man may be refreſh- 
ed. In the mean time, I forbid the Super- 
fluities of Meats and Wines to All, but Mi- 
niſters of State, who employ them with great 
Efficacy in the Diſpatch of Buſineſs; im- 
pairing their Health, for the Service of the 
Publick. 55 
Men of reſined Spirits know the Luxury o 

a ſimple Banquet; and make the Variety of 
the Table conſiſt in ſhifting the Diſcourſe, ſo 
as to give the judgment and the Imagination 
their play, by Turns. In this Reſpect, the 
Elegancy of Converſation is enjoy d in greater 
perfection in this Nation, by the midling Gen- 
try of a liberal Education, than by Perſons in 
great Stations and of ample Fortunes : Their 
Rank and Power checks the Eaſe and Free- 
dom of Diſcourſe, both in themſelves and 
others: All Inequality breeds Conſtraint : 
And it is the Misfortune of the Great, to have 
many Gueſts, and no -Companions. Beſides, 
all Meetings over ſumptuous Tables are apt 
to degenerate into meer Eating-Matches ; and, 
by that time the Gueſts have exerciſed the ſe- 
veral Diſhes through, the Man of the ſtrongeſt 
Digeſtion will, generally, be able to ſpeak moſt 
like a Man of Wit and Senſe, 


Vor. III. K In 
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In all Ages, the Pleaſure of converſing 
cheerfully and freely has been the Evening 
Recreation of the moſt accompliſhed Men; 
of which, the Greek and Roman Writers fur- 
niſh us with ſeveral Examples, in Perſons of 
extraordinary Genius ; Philoſophers, as well 
as Poets: And it is requiſite, that every Man, 
who employs his Thought much in the Day, 
ſhould ſacrifice a few Hours to Cheerfulnels 
at Night. 

I have an Opportunity of cloſing theſe Re- 
flections, very much to my Satisfaction, with 
a kind Preſent, ſent me by Mr. Welſted. It is 
an elegant Invitation, in Verſe, to a few 
Friends, to celebrate the King's Birth-Day 
with him; in Imitation of an Epiſtle in Ho- 
race; the Beginning of which, I have taken for 
my Motto. This has, indeed, been attempted in 
Engliſh before ; but, with ſuch indifferent Suc- 
ceſs, as ſhews it to be one of thoſe ſeemingly 
eaſy Pieces of Writing, which all hope to imi- 
tate ; and which none, but an excellent Maſter, 


can expreſs. 


FREE- 
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Fund I treat this Night ; and treat 
your Friends : 

If, bappih, Jrom Care your Thought ET 

ff Lucy rules not with her jealous Say; 

Let me beſpeak you, at the Cloſe of Day. 


1 give you the ſound, manly Grape, that grow! 
In Tuſcan Valet, or where the Tagus flows ; 
Or, if theGallick Vine delight you more, 

Of Hermitage, I have a hidden Store. 
This is my Wealth. If you have better Wine, | 
Make me Your Gueſt ; if not, I claim you Mine; 


Already, is my little Side-Board graced ; 
T he Glaſſes marſhall'd ; the Decanters placed: 
The Room is cool; the Summer-Hearth is gay 
With Grecns and Flowers, the Luxuries of May: 


Snatch the bleſt Moments, this bright Seaſonbringsz. 
Omit minuter Hopes, and joyleſs Things ; 
'K2 Let 
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La Fame and Riches wait: This happy Morn, 

With Brunſwick, Peace and Liberty were born ! 

Tie fit, my Friend, we conſecrate to Mirth * 

The Day, which gave the Illuſtrious Monarch 
Binh, 

When the Sun ſets, we'll launch into Delight, 

And give to gay Feſtivity the Night. 


bf what Avail is Fortune unenjoy'd ? 

Or what is Life, in anxious Hours employ'd ? 
Let the dull Miſer pine with niggard Cure, 
And brood o'er Gold, devoted to hit Heir : 
While we, in honeſt Mirth, ſend Time away, 
Regardleſs what ſeverer Sages ſay. 

In cheerful Minds, ſpontaneous Foys ariſe ; 
And well-timed Levities become the Wiſe, 


What Vertue does not generous Wine impart ? 
It gives a winning Frankneſs to the Heart; 
With lrveh Hopes, the drooping Spirit warms; 
Awakens Love, and brightens Beauty's Charms. 
High, 
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High, florid Thoughts the inſpiring Juices breed; 
Spleen they diſpell, and clear the Brow of Need. 


Expect ſuperfiuous Splendour from the Great ; 
Ragouſti, and coſtly Follies, ſerv'd in Plate; 
And Ortelant, from diſtant Regions brought. 

In foreign Arts of Luxury untaught, 

I give you only Lamb from Uxbridge Heldt, 
And add the choiceſt Herb, the Garden yields , 
Sileſian Lettice, with ſoft Lucca Oil, 

Delicious Bleſſings, of a different Soil ! 


None do our Band of Fellowſhip compoſe, 
But know the Ohaſtneſt of the Bangyet-Roſe. 
Belmour ir ours; LoveleG, with Humour ſtor d; 

And careleſs Florio, if he Keeps his Word. | 

T ſhould exceed your Rule, were more allow'd : 

There's leſs of Mirth, than Tumult, in a Gowd. 


K 3 Remember, 
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Remember, Time poſts on with ſubtle Haſte : 
Now, as I write, the number d Minutes waſte. 
Then, Freeman, let us ſeiſe the preſent Hour, 
And huband the ſwift Moments in our Pow'r, 
Good-Humonr bring along; and baniſh Care. 

You know your Friends ; you know your Bill of 
Fare, | 
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Ne 125. Monday, June 1. 1719. . 


Admiranda tibi levium ſpectacula rerum, 
Magnanimoſque duces ; totiuſque ordine gentts + 
Mares, & ſtudia, & populos, & prelia dicam. 


VI RC. 


u 


WAs agreeably entertained, the 
Ya 1 GY other Day, with a Variety of Ex- 
Kc 27 periments, performed by the means 
i ASS of Optical Glaſſes, and other cu- 
rious Contrivances of the like Nature. The 
artful Deceptions of the Eye by many unheed- 
ed Stratagems, whigh give Laws to Painting 
and Perſpective, and extend the Sight to very 
minute, or diſtant Objects, opening new Fields 
of Obſervation to the Naturaliſt, and the 
Aſtronomer, with other more ludicrous Sub- 
tilties of this Science, give an elegant Satiſ. 
faction to the skilful Obſerver; and ſtrike the 
moſt — Beholder with a pleaſing Admi- 

K 4 ration. 
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ration. The various Deluſions I ſaw, left an 
agreeable Impreſſion on my Imagination; and, 
at length, threw me into a kind of Philoſophi- 
cal Trance. 
WII E my Fancy was full of the gay 
Philoſophy of Light and Colours, which I had 
newly ſeen diſplayed ; methought, I was afreſn 
engaged in an Aſſembly of the Virtuoſo's, who 
firſt cultivated this agreeable Part of Know- 
ledge. The Beauty of their Diſcoveries, and 
the glorious Object of Light they were em- 
ploy'd on, made me look on theſe ancient 
Sages with a ſecret Pleaſure, and Veneration, 
But, their nobleſt Improvements were decried 
by their Contemporaries, in that Age of Igno- ' 
 xance; and their moſt curious Inventions were 
beheld with Horrour, and condemned as Ma- 
gical Enchantments. After they had (for a 
Time) been made the Sport and Scorn of the 
barbarous Multitude, a Prince ( who was a 
Lover of Arts) took theſe, diſtreſſed Philoſo- 
phers into his ProteQiion; and entertained 
great Numbers of them, for the Inſtruction of 
his Subjects. A ſpacious Academy, adorned 
with ſolemn Groves and ſtately Buildings, was 
prepared for their Reception ; and Crowds 
of Diſciples attended them in a magnificent 
| Theatre, hung round with a variety of Glaſſes, 
deſigned 


b | * 
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deſigned for the Improvement of Human 
Sight. © 
The new Profeſſours began, at firſt, to ex- 
plain to their Pupils ehe Rudiments of their 
Art; and, with great Diligence, informed them 
of the true Deſign and Uſe of the ſeveral In- 
ſtruments, they put into their Hands: But 
obſerving, that their Inclinations were little 
turned to theſe uncommon Enq Enquiries ; they 
ſoon gave over the Thoughts of i 
them in Matters, fo different from their former 
manner of Thinking. At the ſame time, be- 
ing unwilling to part with an Audience fo 
gainful to them, they propoſed to engage 
their Attention with litrle Tricks and Cu- 

rioſities of their Art; which, by raifing a 
greater Admiration, might turn to better Ac- 
count to themſelves; though they would not 
prove of any Advantage to their Hearers. 

After this prudent Reſolution was ta- 
ken, no ſerious Lectures were heard in theſe 
Schools of Idleneſs; no uſeful Fi were 
traced in the learned Duſt: The ſeveral Pieces 
of Mathematical Furniture (deſigned by the 
firſt Inventers as Inſtruments of Inſtruction) 
were conſidered, by their wiſer Followers, 
as Artifices of Amuſement ; and the Tele. 


ſcopes, framed for the Oblervation of the | 
Stars 


» 
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Stars and Heavens, were levelled at inferiour 


Objects. 
Theſe skilful Oculiſts delivered to every 
one of their Auditours, at his firſt Entrance in- 
to the Theatre, a different kind of Optical In- 
ſtrument; recommending it, as fit to ſupply the 
Imperfections, and correct the Errours, of the 
Sight, Every one was commanded to perſe- 
vere in the conſtant Uſe of that particular 
Glaſs, which happened firſt to be recommended 
to him; and taught, to believe the ſtrange Re- 
preſentations made by it: But, was ſtrictly 
cautioned, to ſuſpect all the Machines of a dif- 
ferent Make from his own, as Inſtruments of 
Deluſion. The Aſſembly being thus furniſhed 
with new Organs of Sight, were much divided 
in their Judgments about the Shape and Pro- 
portion of Bodies; and received very different 
Senſations, according to the Nature of the ſe- 
veral Glaſſes, through which they furveyed 
them. 
Some, by the Help of Microſcopes, diſcover- 
ed infinite Charnis and Perfections in the mi- 
nuteſt Objects; to which they were cloſely at- 
tached: But, could not diſcern any thing, 
great, or beautiful, at a Diſtance. Thoſe, who 
had been favoured with the ineſtimable Pre- 


ſent of one of theſe Glaſſes, were always ſuc- 
ceſsful 
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ceſsful in the' Purſuit of Riches and Honours, 
and all that is commonly eſteemed deſirable 
amongſt Men, from a more intenſe Applica- 
tion to their preſent Intereſts; which alone, 
they judged to be of any Importance : While 
others, by a right Uſe of Teleſcopes, were ena- 
bled with more Certainty to diſcern, and ſe- 
cure to themſelves, Future Advantages, of far 
greater Moment. But this noble Inſtrument, 
if held in an unskilful Poſture, diſcovered the 
Proſpe& of Futurity more remote and confu- 
ſed, than it would have appeared to the naked: 
Eye; and made thoſe Scenes of Time, which 
were juſt approaching, ſeem ſtill at an im- 
menſe Diſtance. 

It were endleſs to recount the various En- 
gines, by which the Appearances of Things 
were diverſified. Some were armed with 
Multiplying-Glaſſes ; very advantageous for 
_ obſerving the Faults of others: But, the Gene- 
rality regulated their Affections by an odd 
kind of Mirrours ; which (by diſtorting the Fi- 
gures repreſented in them, and deforming the 
moſt beautiful Objects) had a ſingular Vertue 
to efface the fond Impreſſions of Love and 
Amity ; and to create mutual Horrour and 
Averſion. A late Tyrant, taking a Review of 
two or three Millions of his harmleſs Subjects 

in 
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in the Concave of one of theſe enormous 
Glaſſes, was ſo terrified at their monſtrous 
Form, that he inſtantly cauſed them to be ex- 
tirpated out of his Dominions, 

Multitudes were charmed with the ſhifting 
Stains of Light in a Glaſs, that reflected an 
Artificial Rain-bow ; and their Thoughts were 
as variable, as the Colours it repreſented. 
One, of greater Subtilty, than the reſt of this 

wavering Tribe, was obſerved to be often 
ſpying through a long Tube; to which, at 
every Look, he ſtill added a new Glaſs ; con- 
trary, to the former, in its Effect: Theſe Glaſles 
were alternately apply'd in ſuch a manner, 
that one inverted every Object, and the next 
rectif/ d the Errour : As he ſtill went on, en- 
creaſing the number of Glaſſes; it was uncer- 
tain, whether his Speculations were like to 
terminate in Truth, or Falſhood. 

A Set of gloomy Viſionaries, who had re- 
nounced the 'Light of the Sun for the ſake of 
improving their Sight, were retired to a dark 
Cell, which admitted a few Rays only, at a 
narrow Entrance, Their Speculations were 
confined to the dusky Images painted on the 
Wallsof this limited Obſervatory ; which gave 
a faint Reflection of the neighbouring Land- 


skips, and counterfeited a dim Face of Na- 
ture; 
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ture; where every thing was, prepoſterouſly, 
| Inverted. The Roof was green with Fields 
and Lawns; the Pavement purpled over 
with Skies and Clouds, that darted their 
Showers and Sunfhine from beneath; the pen- 
dant Groves took Root upwards ; and the 
headlong Streams and the Rocks threatened a 
ſhadowy Ruin. 

The numerous Members of the Academy 
were ranged into oppoſite Factions, by the diF- 
ferent kinds of Glaſſes aſſigned to them: Eve- 
ry one doated on the Chryſtal Enchantment, he 
was happily poſſeſſed of; and looked, with 
Contempt and Horrour, on the Deluſions of 
others. The Teachers of theſe different 
Schools of Opticks were all ambitious of gain- 
ing the greateſt Number of Followers : Each 
drew into his own Faction as many as he could 
prevail with (by Force or Perſuaſion) to ac- 
cept the particular Machines, that were in 
his Diſpoſal. 

At length; a Powerful Party aroſe, who 
ſubdued all the unarmed Sects, by the Help of 
Burning-Glaſſes. The new Martyrs, thus 
ſcorched with Flames from Heaven, exclaim- 
ed loudly againſt this miſchievous Piece of 
Artillery : But, after having experienced the 
Force of ſo excellent an Invention, which con- 

veyed 
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veyed Heat, with a dazling Light; every Sect 
made their Advantage of it, and turned it a- 
gainſt their Adverſaries. Thus, a Fiery War was 

waged, with various Fortune; the Beamy En- 
ginery was mounted on every Side, and hoſ- 
tile Rays were darted from the flaſhing Orbs, 
with redoubled Rage. 

The whole Academy was, now, in the utmoſt 
Confuſion: Every one lamented the Miſ- 
chiefs, that ſprung from various Opinions con- 
cerning Viſible Objects; and propoſed to re- 
dreſs this Evil, by obliging others to ſubmit 
to the Uſe of his Favourite Glaſs. This im- 
practicable Remedy, by the mutual Jealouſies 
it inſpired, more encreaſed the Diſorder; 
while the Combatants eagerly contended on- 
ly for different Errours of Sight: All which 
would have vaniſhed at once, and Things 
would haye again appeared in their natural 


Colours and Proportions; if they would have . 
conſented to ſee with their own Eyes, and to 
apply thoſe excellent Inſtruments, which were 
become fo pernicious by, the Abuſe of them, 
to the Uſes for which they were at firſt de- 
_ ſigned. 


13 
Friday, 
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S 


* 


Bella per Emathios plur quam condia caimpor, 


Juſque datum ſceleri, canimus, populumque 
potentem, 


In ſua vietrici converſum viſcera dextra. 
Luca No 


ak. 


— — — 0 * — — 
- 


r is now almoſt a Year, ſince I 
= lid down * the Rules of Controver- 
* ſy; in hopes of moderating the 
1 "© WI Animoſities of the Men of Let- 
ters: And, very lately, f I endeavoured to re- 
commend to them a mutual Candour towards 
each other. In the mean time, I obſerve their 
Inhumanity increaſes; and the Hoſtilities of 
the Pen grow, every Day, more outragious. 
If they reſolve to perſiſt in exerciſing the 
Cruelties of Wit and Dulneſs, every Man, ac- 


—Bv — * En ton 
- 


Ne. t Ne 113. 
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cording to his Abilities; all Perſons of Vertue 
and Honour will, at laſt, be apt to eſteem pro- 
feſt Scholars as the moſt liberal, Ungentle- 
manlike, Members of Society. | 

What a l&efled Age do we live in for the 
Advancement of Knowledge ; when Perſons 
of Note in the ſeveral learned Profeſſions ſeem 
to take a Delight in expoſing one another, in 
their Writings; and when, no Man is allowed 
to divulge an uncommon Notion (eſpecially if 
it happens to be true) without incurring the 
Scurrility of the Preſs ! This ungenerous Pra- 
Rice paſſes, like a Blaſt, over Arts and Scien- 
ces, killing all the tender Bloſſoms of Know- 
ledge; while it ſuffers the Weeds of Ignorance 
to thrive. 

The Divines of the Church of England have 
ſufficiently gratify'd the Diſſenters by their In- 
temperate Zeal ; and now, the Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters have undertaken (in their Turn) to ſhew 
the Churchmen a little Sport; and to let the 
Nation fee, that an Aſſembly differs not in Eſ- 
ſentials from a Convocation, It is greatly to 
be feared, that this Theological Method of 
quickening Controverſy, by pointing a blunt 
Argument with Calumny, will in a little time 
be univerſally received amongſt the Learned 
of every Denomination. Plain Reaſon will 
be 
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be rejected, as infipid ; and, fo render Lo- 
gick more palatable, it will be thought requi- 
lite to cook up every Syllogiſm with the 
Poignancy of Scandal: By this Means, we 

ſhall ar laſt grow ſo delicate, as to {it 
down with Appetite to no Entertainment 
from the Preſs, unleſs there be more Sauce 
than Meat; a Courſe of Diet for the Under- 
ſtanding, which will give it much Wantonneſs, 
with little Strength; and reduce our Students 
to an Impotency of Mind. 

I am more apprehenſive of theſe fatal Con- 
ſequences ; ſince I find, the Phyſicians give 
mightily, of late, into this wicked Practice. 
There is a Spirit of Orthodoxy begins to riſe 
amongſt theſe Gentlemen; and They, whoſe 
good Fortune it is to be eſtabliſhed in the 
Vogue of the Town, will allow no Member 
of the Faculty to diſſent (though it were to 
ſave a Life) from the Catholick Practice, un- 
der the Penalty of Perſecution. This Infalli- 
bility, i in the Doctrines of Health, tends to ſub- 
ject us Lay-Patients to the Danger of periſh- 
ing implicitely : And, if timely Care be not 
taken to put a Stop to all Popery, in admi- 
niſtring of Medicines; a Man may be ſucceſs- 
fully diſpatched in a Wafer, or a Julep; 
While, all the Comfort the Relations of the 
Vor. III. LL dees 
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Deceaſed can expect, is to be told; that the 
Patient made a good, regular End; and died, 
according to Form. 

Certainly, all Errours may be refuted, and 
all Truths explained (in any Parts of Learning) 
without the Comment of Perſonal Reflections: 
And, when we ſee Controverſialiſts deſcend 
to theſe mean Artifices ; we may, conclude, 
the Diſingenuity of their Hearts *exceeds the 
Soundneſs of their Underſtandings. Scoffings 
and Revilings are the Stro FP of Igno- 
rance; whereas, Knowledge f is eſtabliſhed by 
Candour. The Skill of an able Phyſician is 

| beſt manifeſted by his Cures ; while Empi- 
ricks are neceſſitated to ſupport their Reputa- 
tion by Railing, 


The Free-Thinker is an abſolute Stran ger to 
the Parties engaged in the, preſent Warfare : 
Neither would he have thought, theſe Com- 
motions demanded his Notice ; were the Hoſti- 
- lities carried on, without a very-notorious Vio- 
lation of the univerſal Laws of Humanity, and 
good Manners. . The Outrage of Controverſy, 
on this Occaſion, has ſurpaſſed every Inſtance 
of learned Malignity, i in our Memory, within 
this Nation: And, it will hereafter be hardly 
believed, that Perſons of a liberal Profeſſion 
ſhould, when they had, ſeemingly, gratify'd 


their 
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their Spleen by the Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs, 
indulge their — ſo far; às to encou- 
rage the exhibiting of an aukward Piece of 
Malice publickly, on the Stage. 
This Method of delivering Perſons over to 
the Theatre, when we happen to differ from 
them in our Sentiments, or to take a Diſlike 
to their Conduct, is erecting the Play-Houſe 
into an Inquiſition : And, as no Man is entire- 
ly free from Enemies, None can be ſecure 


from this unmanly Kind of Revenge. It is in- 


troducing of Cruelty into our Diverſions, in as 
barbarous a Manner, as was practiced by the 
Heathens ; when they expoſed Men, in their 
Amphitheatres, to fight with Wild Beaſts, for 
the Entertainment of the Vulgar. 


In the mean time, it is a Satisfaction to 


every generous Spirit to obſerve; that the diſ- 
intereſted and ſenſible Part of the Town have 
unanimouſly reſented this Innovation, with 
ſuch a becoming Freedom of Speech, as (it is 
to be hoped) will prevent the Introducing of 


the Licentiouſneſs of the Old Greek Comedy, 


on the Britiſh Stage: For which Reaſon, I at 
preſent, 2 to expreſs the Fulneſs of my 
Heart on this Occaſion; not queſtioning, but the 
Comedians in Lincoln f Inn Fields will, for the 

| L 2 future, 
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future, employ the Ingenuity, 1 hold by 
Patent, to more innocent Purpoſes. 

I have no other Intention in this and the 
preceding Lectures, which fall in with my 
preſent Diſcourſe, but to mediate a General 
Peace in the Learned World; or, at leaſt, to 
incline Scholars, as often as any Diſputes riſe 
amongſt them, to compremiſe their Differences 
amicably; that the Dignity of Arts and 
Sciences may not ſuffer, through the Peeviſh- 
neſs of the Profeſſours, who are entruſted with 
the Care of them. 

Some Gentlemen of the Faculty may, per- 
haps, not read this Paper with that Candour, 
with which it is preſented to their Peruſal. 
Therefore, I have thought it proper to diſmiſs 
them with a manifeſt Token of my Benevo- 
lence to the whole College, by deſiring them, 
for their own Intereſt, to conſider ; That they 
cannot (as ſome Profeſſions may) treat one 
another harſhly, with Impunity. The Laws 
have not provided for the Support of their 
Studies, by Donations and Lucrative Prefer- 
ments: They are not upon a national Eſta- 
bliſhment ; their Emoluments are precarious ; 
and they are to ſubſiſt wholly by their Skill, 
their Induſtry, their Reputation, and the 
| Good- 
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Good-Will of the People. Therefore, it high- 
| ly behoves them, not only to be tender of 
bringing their Faculty into Contempt; but 

likewiſe, to encourage the Improvement of 
Knowledge, by allowing every one of their 
Members to ftrike out new Lights : For, if 
Free-Thinking be diſcountenanced in Phyſick, 
Ignorance will enſue ;'few-Cures will be per- 
formed; and Fees will abate, in Proportion: 

So that, they will be reduced from Chariots 
to a Dappled Horſe, or a Chaiſe and Trum- 
pet; and the Good Old Women will recover 


their Practice. 
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_ — 
Vertue now, nor noble Blood, 
Nor Wit, by Lowe is undesſtood : 
Gold alone does Paſſion move ; 
Gold monopolizes Love, | | 
| Cowlty. 


To the FRI PET A. 


a M 6. 1719. 
| 25 you ate the adgwed Patron of 
95 the Diſtreſſed, and more eſpecial- 
* Wy ly of .unfortunate Lovers; I pre- 
WW: ve to beg the Aſſiſtance of 
your Pen, I love to Diſtraction ; I cannot 
© live without Belinda; and yet, of my ſelf, I 
& know not how to ſurmount the Difficulties, 

that ſtand between me and my Happineſs. 

© It was my Fate (whether Good or Ill, I 


; cannot yet determine) to live in the Houſe, 
© where 


KR M A M G 
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where Belinda came to Board; the then, but 
Twelve Years of Age; and I, advanced only 
© Six in Life, beyond her. With what Plea- 
© ſure, did I, from Day to Day, obſerve her 

* growing Chaims! — did I watch every 
, 2 to recommend my ſelf to her 
tiocent Affections! And, in what an enga- 
ef ging Manner, did ſhe delight in my officious 
© Cates to pleaſe het ! 

© When I had compleated about twelve 
Months, in this happy Condition; I was obli- 
c ged to go to Sex: But, with what Reluctan- 

© cy did I leave the tender, blooming Belinda“ 
No ſooner was I parted from her, but I 
* found her lovely Idea; always preſent to 
* my waking and my fleeping Thoughts; 
© and, what I miſtook in my ſelf for Good 
Nature and Complaiſfance, was ripened into 
Love. Neither Diſtance nor Abſence aba - 
© ted my Deſires: My Paſſion grew daily; 
© and the farther 'the Winds bore me from 
© her, the more did my Longings ericreaſe, 
At my Return, after the Expiration of 
two tedious Years, I ventured to tell the 
little Idol of my Soul, that I loved her be- 
« yond Expreffionz and that, all my Felicity 
was placed in her alone. By improving 
* every Occaſion, I (at laſt) convinced Belinda 
I © of 
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© of my Sincerity; and ſhe was pleaſed to an- 
© {wer my Paſſion, in the kindeſt manner. 
© Thus far, am I made happy; only (I fear) to 
5 be more wretched, in the End. 
© Alaſs, Sir; Belinda has a Father, who is 
© inſenſible to all my Sufferings, notwithſtan-- * 
ding his Daughter ſuffers with me ! and yet, 
* Belinda is an only Child; and yet, the Father 
© js ſufficiently wealthy, to make us happy, witb- 
© out the leaſt Inconveniency to himſelf, Why 
© was it not my Deſtiny to inherit an Eſtate ? 
© That, alone, is my Misfortune ; this Defi- 
© ciency is the only ObjeRion, urged againſt 
© my Pretenſions. My Fortune, indeed, bears 
© no Proportion to my Love: And yet, while 
© the one encreaſes daily, I have a fair Pro- 
< ſpect of advancing the other. ab 
© What ſhould I do, in theſe perplexing 
© Circumſtances? Sometimes, in the Diſtraction 
© of my Soul, I am tempted to perſuade my 
Charmer to run the Riſque of marrying, 
< without Conſent : But then, my deſperate - 
© Reſolutions are checked by a thouſand fond 
© Fears for her future Quiet. Dear Sir, un- 
© dertake to plead my Cauſe: Your Elo- 
© quence may ſoften the Father's obdurate 
Heart, and incline him to pity two Perſons, 
eo who. 
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< who cannot be happy, but in each other- 
a * In Hopes of your ſpeedy Compliance, Iam - 


Tur impatient bunble Servant, 


Cons TAM. 


2 p. S. That you et I have carried | 
© my Conſtancy up to a reaſonable Maturity); 
J muſt inform you, I am now Twenty-ſix. 


© If we ſucceed, Belinda promiſes you a Pair 
* of Gloves and a Favour: And, as I queſtion 


© not, but you have a good Aim in throwing 
the Stocking, I ſhall be proud of a lucky 
© Caſt. from you, in hopes of a young Free- 

* Thinker for we Heir, | 


FROM the tender Regard, I have al ing 
ſhewn to the Afflictons of Lovers, my Diſci- 
ples, Male and Female, will be apt to con- 
clude (and not without Reaſon) that my 
Heart is no Stranger to the Severity of their 
Sufferings. I know no Grief, equal to the 
Anxiety of a diſappointed Love; and, conſe- 
quently, no Diſtreſs can merit more Com- 
paſſion. For this Reaſon, I am troubled for 
Cunſtancio and Belinda; and would fain re- 
lieve not only Them, but All, who labour un- 
der the like Difficulties. 

Parents 
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Parents have a Right to arbitrate in Mat- 
ters, that nearly concern the Welfare of their 
Children; to check the Raſhneſs, and to pre- 
fide over the Inexperience, of Youth : But 
then, they are to judge with Impartiality ; 
and rather incline to Indulgence, than Severity. 
The Indulgence likewiſe ought to be the grea- 
ter,as the Obje of it is more excuſable. Now, 
of all the Deſires, that over- rule the Conduct 
of young People, a vertuous Love is perhaps 
the only one, that is entirely blameleſs, 
Moreover, as it is not only a Natural; but a 
Paſſion; it is by no means reaſona- 
ble, that it ſhould be ſacrificed to either Am- 
bition or Avarice. | 
The Happineſs of a Marry'd State is not to 
be ſupported without Money : But, if there 
be a Competency on either ſide, it is ſufficient 
to juſtify the Prudence of a Match; and the 
preſent Age ſtands in need of ſuch Examples, 
for the Encouragement of Vertue. A gallant, 
honeſt Husband is the moſt valuable Purchaſe, 
a wealthy Father can make for his Daughter : 
Therefore, if there be no Objection to the 
Character of Conſtancio; let Prejudice and Cu- 
ſtom be laid aſide, and the Laws of Nature 
take ** 
There | 
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There is a Merit in Conſtancy, which 
claims any Reward :' It ſhews a Sublimity, a 
Manlineſs, a Reſolution, a Sincerity of Mind: 
And my Client (it ſeems) has approved: his 
Fidelity, through the Courſe of eight Years ; 
while above half the young Fellows, in the 
Town, have changed as often as the Moon, 
I will farther obſerve, to the Honour of the 
few refined Spirits, who have a Genius for 
Love; that they generally diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves in the other Vertues of Life, beyond 
either the Indolent, or the Rovers. 


Theſe generous Sentiments, I fear, will 
not be much reliſhed by Men advanced in 
Years and Wealth: Therefore, I ſhall conclude 
my Pleading with a Confideration-more-fuita- - 
ble to Age, as it is founded in Self-Love. A 
Father, who (by his plentiful Circumſtances) 
has it in his Power to beſtow his only Davgh- 
ter on à brave Man, whoſe Fortune does not 
anſwer to her Inheritance, at onee makes his 
Daughter happy, and adopts a Son, who will 
conſider him as his Parent. By this means, 
he is bleſt with two Children; whom he en- 
dears by the moſt Fathetly Indulgence: 
Whereas, when he puts his Daughter off, at 
the Market- Price; perhaps; he renders her 
; | miſerable 
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miſerable, for Life ; and, having conferred 
no Obligation, he can claim no extraor- | 


dinary Duty nor Affection, from her Huſ- 
band. 


., p 4 > 
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Fidem qui erdit, nibil poteſt ultra perdere. 
Bona opinio bomini tutior pecunia eſt. 
PV. SYR. 


Hs IX Months ago, I ventured on a 
Lecture, to ſhew the Wiſdom * 
of Honeſty; at which Time, I had 
8 "A ſome Thoughts of purſuing that 
— — to carry my General 
Obſervations into a Paradox, by attempting to 
demonſtrate, that Honeſty is the beſt Policy, 
even in a Court. But, upon cooler Re- 
flection, notwithſtanding I am my ſelf con- 


— 


Ne 75. 
vinced 


* 
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vinced of the Truth of this ſeemingly extra- 
vagant Poſition, I think it proper to defer my 

Intention, till I have let my Countreymen a 

little farther into my Scheme of Politicks; in 
which, I ſhall proceed, within a few Days. It 
is by no means adviſeable to precipitate aſto- 
niſhing Truths; and it would be an unpardon- 
able Raſhneſs in a Philoſopher (as many have 
experienced) to revive an Opinion, which has 
been exploded Time out of Mind, by the uni- 
verſal Practice of Men in Power; till he has 
firſt, in more familiar Inſtances, given repeat- 
ed Proofs to the Perſons more immediately 
concerned in his Doctrines, that his Notions 
are not chimerical. 

Since, there is hardly a Poſſibility of remo- 
ving Prejudices, that are rivetted upon the 
Mind; I do not flatter my ſelf with the vain 
Hopes of changing the Judgments of Perſons; 
who are mature in Errours. The main Ten- 
dency of my Labours is to give a right Turn 
to the Hearts and Underſtandings of young 
People; and to breed a future. Race of Free- 
T hinkers. Therefore, in ſome Degree to re- 
neu the antiquated Vertue, I have mentioned; 
I ſhall (at preſent) only illuſtrate the Value of 
Integrity in a Courtier, by an Example, 
which carries Inſtruction, without Offence. 


Let 


. 
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Let my youtbtul Diſciples then, who aſpire 
to Employments in the State, peruſe the fol- 
lowing curious Piece of Perfiax Hiſtory ; which 
I ſhall finiſh in my next Paper. But firſt, 
that it may make the deeper Impreſſion, I 
muſt obſerve to them; That Honeſty is much 
more ſecure, and has a fairer Game to play, in 
a Free Countrey, than where it is ſubjected to 
the Will of an abſolute Prince. 


The Hiſtory of ALIBBZ. 
MA. ABB AS King of Perfia, making a 


reſs through his Dominions, withdrew 
himſelf one Day from his Court ; led by his 
Curioſity to ſee the ſimple, natural Life of the 
Peaſants: Taking, with him, only one of his 
Courtiers. I have never yet had an Opportu- 
nity (ſays the King to him) to obſerve the 
Manners of Men in a true Light: What I 
have hitherto ſeen, has been all Diſguiſe; the 
Simplicity of Nature has been hidden from 
me : Therefore, I have reſolved to look into 
the Countrey ; and to conſider thoſe People, 
whom we deſpiſe ; notwithſtanding, they are 
the Foundation and Support of Society, I 
am weary of being perpetually ſurrounded 
by Courtiers, who watch my Looks and my 
| Words, 
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Words, to enſnare me with Hlattery. Be not 
ſurpriſed then, that I have determined to lay 
aſide the King, for a Time; that I may con- 
verſe, freely and unknown, with nn 
men and Shepherds. 
He paſſed through ſeveral Villages, with his 
Confident ; and in every Place, as he paſſed, 
he found the ple dancing. His Heart was 
raviſhed with Delight, upon diſcovering the 
cheap, innocent, peaceable Pleaſures, which 
are not to be found but at a Diſtance from 
Courts. He went into a Hut, to refreſh, him- 
ſelf; and, as through Faſting and Exerciſe: his 
Appetite was keen, he made a delicious Re- 
paſt ; and reliſhed the coarſe- Fare, that' was 
laid before him, beyond the Delicacies of his 
on Table. 

From the little green Hut, a- Abbas wan- 
dered on, with his Companion; till he came to 
a Meadow richly embrojdered with Flowers, 
and ſhaded, on every ſide, with ſpreading Trees. 
He had not entered far into this luxuriant 
Scene, when he heard the Murmur of a Brook: 
And, advancing forward, he perceived a young 
Shepherd, ſitting on the Bank of the Stream, 
under the cool Shade' of a Beach-Tree, and - 
playing on his Pipe; while his Flock fed, along 

the freſh Margin. The King came up to 
him; 
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him; and, attentively eyeing him, was ſurpri- 
fed at the Sweetneſs and Ingenuity of his 
- Countenance, tempered with a graceful Sim- 
plicity. The mean Apparel of the Youth did 
not abate his Comelineſs : And the King took 
him for ſome young Nobleman, in Diſguiſe. 
Hereupon, the Shepherd informed him, that 
his Father and his Mother lived in the next 
Village; and that, his Name was Alibez. 


The more Cha-Abbat diſcourſed with him, 
the more he admired the Modeſty and the 
Juſtneſs of his Anſwers. His Eyes were lively, 
without the leaſt Fierceneſs ; his Voice was 
ſweet and inſinuating: And his Features were 
neither harſh or vulgar ; nor yet, ſoft and effe- 
minate. The Shepherd, who was not above 
Sixteen Years of Age, was unconſcious of his 
own advantageous Form; and ſuſpected not 
that his Perſon, his Speech, and his Thoughts, 
were extraordinary, or peculiar more to 
him, than to all the other Swains of the Vil- 
lage. But, Nature had been liberal to him; 
and had implanted that Force of Reaſon in his 
. Mind, which others acquire by Education. 
The King was charmed with converſing fa- 
miliarly with him; and often ſmiled at the 
natural Expreſſions of the Youth, whoſe An- 


ſwers were unconſtrained, his Lips ſpeaking 


Ne 128 The FREI. TAIxK ER. 177 
the Language of his Heart; a Style of Con- 
verſation, which (till then) the King had 
never heard. Wherefore, he made a Sign to 
the Courtier, his Companion, not to diſ- 
cover him; fearing, that Alibes would im- 
immediately loſe all his Frankneſs, and his na- 
tural Graces, if he knew before whom he 
ſpoke. Bins, EA Finn 
After a long Converſation; 1 am at laſt 
convinced (ſaid the Prince to his Confident) 
that the Perfections of Nature are not confined 
to Birth and Grandeur; and that, the Monarch 
is not always ſuperiour to the Peaſant, Never 
was the Son of a King better born, than this 
young Shepherd. I ſhould think my ſelf hap- 
py in a Son, whoſe Beauty, whoſe Senſe, and 
whoſe Vertues, were equal to the rare En- 
dowments, I have obſerved in this Vouth. If 
I judge aright, he would excell in any Condi- 
tion of Life; and, if proper Care be taken of 
his Education, he will undoubtedly one Day 
prove an extraordinary Man. Therefore, Iam 
determined to reſcue him from Obſcurity, and 
to educate him in my Court. 
Hereupon, the King diſcloſed himſelf to Ali- 
bez ; whoſe Countenance was agreeably varied 
with Confuſion, with Surpriſe, and with Joy. 
His Parents conſenting, Cha- Abbat took the 
Vor. III. M lovely 
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lovely Youth into his Care; and returned to 
his Palace. Alibez was taught to read and to 
write, to dance and to ſing ; and had Maſters 
appointed to inſtru him in all the Arts and 
Sciences, which embelliſh and improve the 
Underſtanding. He was, at firſt, dazled with 
the Splendour of the Court ; and the great 
Change in his Fortune made ſome ſmall Al- 
teration in his Mind. His Youth and his 
Beauty both conſpired to incline his Heart, a 
little, to Vanity. The Sheep-Hook,'the Pipe, 
and the Shepherd's Garb, were laid aſide; he 
was now cloathed in a Purple Robe, and a 
Turban ſparkling with Jewels; and his Beau- 
ty was the Admiration of the Court. Never- 
theleſs, he wanted not Diligence and Appli- 
cation to render himſelf capable of the moſt - 
ſerious Affairs. As he grew into Years and 
Experience, he merited the Confidence of his 
Maſter ; who, obſerving his Genius admirably 
turned for the Splendour and Magnificence of 
a Court, made him Keeper of all his Jewels 
and coſtly. Furniture ; a Poſt of great Honour 
and Truſt, in Perſia, - | 
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, e 5 GHILE the great Cha-Abbas lived, 
Ales grew daily in the Favour of 

J 8 F | his Maſter. As his Years encrea- 
ERS led, and his Judgment ripened, he 
often called to mind his former 


| Condition, with a ſenſible Regret. O, bleſ- 
ſed Days! would he ſay to himſelf; Days of 


Innocence; Days, in which 1 reliſhed unin- 
terrupted Joys, not mixed with Fears: O, 
Days, ſuch as I have never ſince enjoy 'd1 And, 
am I, never, to ſee the like again? The Mo- 
narch, who has depriyed me of my peaccable 
Hours, by delivering me oyer to Riches and 
Honours, has robbed me of my. whole Store 
of Happineſs |. He grew impatient to reviſit 
his native Village : And his Heart beat with 
Emotions of Tenderneſs, as he viewed the 
Places, where (in his Youth) he uſed to 
dance, to pipe, and to ſing, with his Compa- 
M 2 nion. 
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nions. He was liberal in Bounties to his Pa- 
rents, his Relations, and all his Acquain- 
tance: But, he earneſtly entreated them, as 
they tendred their own Felicity, never to quit 
the Tranquility of the Countrey-Life ; nor 
ever once to think of experiencing the flatter- 
ing Miſeries of a Court. 

Theſe Miſeries did He feel in the utmoſt 
Severity, after the Death of his kind Maſter, 
a- Abbas ; who was ſucceeded by his Son, 
Cha-Sephi. A Cabal of Courtiers, full of En- 
vy and Artifice, concerted Meaſures to 
dice the Prince againſt Alibeg. He has abuſed 
(faid they) the Confidence' of the late King: 
He has amaſſed immenſe Treaſures; and has 
converted, to his own Uſe, the moſt valuable 
Jewels of the Crown, which were committed 
to his Care. 

Cha-Sephi was young; and, at the ſame Time, 
he was a Monarch : Either of which Circum- 
ſtances was, alone, ſufficient to render him cre- 
dulous, inadvertent, and averſe to Buſineſs. 
He had the Vanity to pride himſelf upon re- 
forming all his Father's Regulations; and he 
called the old King's Wiſdom in queſtion, upon 

| all Occaſions, to magnify his own. That he 
| might have a Pretext to remove Alibez from 


| his High Poſt ; he ordered him (by the Advice 
of 
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of his wicked Counſellours) to produce i imme- 
diately the great Scimeter, ſtudded with Dia- 
monds of an ineftimable Value; which the 
King, his Grand-father, uſed ' in Combats. 
Cha-Abbas, it ſeems, had formerly taken all 
the valuable Diamonds off from this Scime- 
ter; and Alibes proved, by unqueſtionable 
Witneſſes, that the Stones had been diſpoſed 
of by the late King, before he was appointed 
Keeper of the Jewels. 
When the Enemies of Alles found, that 
they could not ruin him by this Pretence; 
| 1 adviſed Cha-Sephi to command him to 
' make a particular Inventory, within fifteen 
Days, of all the Jewels and valuable Furni- 
ture, intruſted to his Care. The fifteen Days 
expired, Cha-Sephi demanded he might view 
all the Particulars ſpecified in the Inventory. 
Alibez ſet open all the Doors, and ſhewed him 
every Thing, committed to his keeping, 
There was nothing wanting ; every Thing 
was ranged in exact Order, and Preſerved 
with great Care. The King was again diſap- 
pointed, and greatly ſurpriſed, when be ſaiv 
the Regularity obſerved in the Diſpoſition of 
all his Treaſures. So that, he began to enter- 
tain a favourable Opinion of Alihez; when, 
caſting his * * a long Gallery, full of 
M 3 f ich 
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rich Furniture, he diſcovered, at the End of 
it, an Iron Door, ſtrongly barred with three 
great Locks. Thereupon, the inviduous 
Courtiers, obſerving the Curiofity of the 
King, whiſpered to him ; It is there, Alibez 
has treaſured up all the Riches, of which he 
has defrauded you. 

Hereupon, the King again grew jealous of A- 
libez ; and with a loud Voice cryed out in a 
Rage, I will inſtantly ſee what lies concealed 
within that ſtrong Place ; take off the Locks, 
and clear your ſelf from my Suſpicions, with- 
out Delay. At theſe Words, Alibez threw 
himſelf proſtrate at the Feet of his Prince ; 
conjuring him, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
not to take from him the only valuable Trea- 
ſure he had, upon Earth. It is not equitable 
(faid he) that I ſhould be at once deprived of 
my whole Subſtance, my ſole Reſource ; on 
which alone I have depended, as my Recom- 
pence for the Services of many Years, under 
the King, your Father. Take every thing 
elſe, if you pleaſe, from me : But, let me 
preſerve what I have treaſured, here. The 
King, now,made no Doubt of the Iniquity of his 
Miniſter ; and, raiſing his Voice with greater 
Vehemence, gave an abſolute Command to 
have the Iron Door ſet open. When * 

| W 
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ſaw it was not ſafe, longer to reſiſt the Will of 
his Prince ; he produced the Keys, and took 
off the Locks himſelf from the Door. 

The King, immediately, entered the ſtrong 
Place : And all the Wealth he found there, was 
a Sheep-Hook, a Pipe, and a Shepherd's Ha- 
bit, which Alibes had worn; all which, he 


often took a Pleaſure in viſiting privately, to 


remind: him of his former Condition. Behold 
(ſaid he) Great King, the precious Remains 
of my former Happineſs ! Neither Fortune, 
nor your Power have, as yet, been able to 
deprive me of them. Behold my Treaſure ; 
the Wealth, I have hoarded againſt the Day, 
when it ſhall pleaſe you to make me poor 
again. Take from me every thing elſe : But 
let me enjoy theſe dear Pledges of my firſt 
State of Life. Behold my ſubſtantial Riches; 
which will never fail ! Look upon theſe * 
ple, theſe innocent Poſſeſſions; always ſufh- 
cient for thoſe, who do not covet the Super- 
fluities of Life. Freedom, Eaſe, and Secu- 
rity are the Bleſſings, that low from them. 
To me, their Value is ineſtimable, as they ne- 
ver gave me a Moment's Anxiety. O, en- 
dearing Remembrances of true Felicity ! On 
you, are my whole Deſires fixed; to you, I 
| dedicate the Remainder of my Days! Why 


. was 
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was it my Deſtiny to be obliged to give up 
the Quiet of my Life, in exchange for other 
Riches? Thoſe Riches, great Monarch, do I 
reſtore to you ; the fatal Tokens of your Fa- 
ther's Liberality. I carry nothing away ; ſave 
what I poſſeſſed; when the King, your Father, 
firſt made me wretched by his Favours. | 


The Heart of the King was touched with 
the Speech of Alibez, whoſe Looks and 
Words were free from Confuſion ; and his 
Integrity and Innocence ſhone out, in their 
full Luſtre, The King perceived (with Indig- 
nation) the Malice of the Courtiers, who had 
ſtudied the Ruin of Alibez ; and he baniſhed 
them all, from his Preſence. After this, he 
raiſed Alles to be his Prime Vizier; and com- 
mitted the whole Affairs of the Kingdom to 
his Care. Nevertheleſs; Alibeꝝ continued 
ſtill to viſit his Sheep-Hook, his Pipe, 
and his ancient Garb; and he ſtill kept 
them under the Security of the Iron Door; 
with a Reſolution to retire to his Paſtoral 
Life, when the Inconſtancy, or the Artifices 
of a Court, ſhould deprive him of his Ma- 
ſter's Favour. He liyed to a good Old Age; 
and never attempted to inflict any Puniſh- 
ment upon his Enemies, nor to amaſs Riches 
to himſelf : And, when he died, he left to 

his 
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his Family no greater Wealth, than was ſuffici- 
ent to enable them to live at Eaſe, in the Con- 


dition of Shepherds; which, to the laſt, he 
eſteemed the moſt deſirable State of Life, 
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Præſtat, tamen, ingenio alius alin ; Cm j 
ſed ut plus efficiat, aut minus : Nemo tamen re- 
1 * UW it fudio nibil conſecutus. 
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To the FREE-THINKER. 


Dur $4. Re. June 4. 1719. 
should be afraid to trouble you 
with a Second Letter, after the 

Fr obliging Notice you have ta- 
ken of my Firſt, in beſtowing 
c almoſt a whole Paper upon it; had I not 
5 Reaſon to imagine, that my Cale is not ſut- 
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© gular; 
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© gular; and that, you will inftrut Num- 
© bets, while you wa your ſelf particularly 


© to me. 
© Give me Leave, therefore; to addreſs you 


© once more ; and, in the firſt place to aſſure 
© you, that my Heart ſwells with Gratitude, 
© for the Favour already ſhewn me. In your 
© ſecond Paragraph, ſubſequent to my Letter, 
© you have ſo accurately deſcribed my Me- 
© thod, or rather my Want of Method, that 
© your Penetration into the various Intricacies 
© of my Thoughts, and the Wandrings of my 
© Imagination, has been Matter of Surpriſe 
© to me, ever ſince. | 
it may perfect the Cure, you have ſo 
< generouſly undertaken, if I give you a ſhort 
© Sketch of my Life, from my Childhood, 
© When I was but Eight Years old, I was 
© ſent to a private Grammar-School ; where 
© I acquired a conſiderable Share of Latin and 
© Greeh, with ſome Knowledge in Logic, and 
© other Acadetnical Learning, My Father 
« ſent for me Home, in my Eighteenth Year, 
© before I was ſufficiently grounded in my 
Studies; which is now, near four Years ago: 
© Since that Time, I have made little Pro- 
© greſs in the Purſuit of Knowledge; though, 


© ] have not been whol'y idle, This Unha p- 
© © pineſs 
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7 * now, chiefly attribute to the Reã- 
© ſons, you hive ſuggeſted to me; the frequerit 
© Shifting of my Subject in Reading, and the 
« perpetull Rambling of my Fahey. To theſe 
be Reaſons, T may add the Hurry, in Which 1 
e generally peruſe a Anthottt, eſpecially a 
* grave Writer; aslikewile, a conſtant Mi. | 
© tience to go on, before I take the full 
* Senſe of a Paſſage; if it requires more At- 
* tention than ordinary. 
© This is the Summ of what I can afſi ign, for 
my Non-Proficiency ; and, I believe, the 
© Whole may take its Riſe from the Levity 
© of my Mind ( which makes a regular 
Scheme of Thought painful to me) toge- 
© ther with my unſettled Views of Life. You 
© muſt know, Sir, at the ſame time; that I 
© am an only Son, and Heir to 4 800d 
© Eſtate; and am, therefore, in no Cate about 
* making my Fortune by my Studies. T am 
* likewiſe, far gone in the Pleaſutes of a 
* Coutitfey-Elſe ; which (by the by) my 
© make me a ſucceſsful Suiter * to Luuinia. 
© To conclude; I propoſe no other End in 
© laying up a Stock of Knowledge, but to 
1 " HEKE * th W ed Day, eaſy and 
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© graceful, Ignorance and Solitude are by no 
© Means agreeable Companions; and the 
Man, who ſecludes himſelf from the buſy 
© World, will find many conſiderable Blanks 
© in his Time, which will make his Receſs 

© yery irkſome, if he has no Reliſh of 
© Books. | 

© I have diſcloſed my ſelf with great Frank- 
© neſs to you; and earneſtly deſire the Favour 


© of 10 * Inſtructions. I am, 
— R, 
Mor moſt Obliged Humble Servant, 
E. W. 


Tu Good Senſe, the Gratitude and 
Frankneſs, of this Gentleman, have engaged 
my Attention once more : And I comply 
with his Requeſt with the greater Pleaſure, 
becauſe (as I am a Servant of the Publick) 
Numbers, as he inſinuates, may thereby re- 
ceive ſome Benefit. 

His Education and his Circumſtances very 
naturally account for his Waſte of Time, and 
his vague, unprofitable Studies. This merits 


the Conſideration of Parents, who think they 


have amply provided for a Son, by leaving him 
a plete 
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a plentiful Eſtate ; never conſidering, that a 
volatil, roving Mind is a heavier Encum- 
brance upon Land, than the ſevereſt Tax 
ever raiſed by Parliament, on the moſt preſſing 
| Occaſions, This is generally the Conſe- 
quence of taking Youths too early from 
their Studies, and ſerving them up | amongſt 
Men, before they are in Seaſon. This alone 
has proved the Ruin of many young Gentle- 
men of excellent Natural Parts; and the ſeve- 
ral unhappy Inſtances, I have known, of this 
kind, make me look with Compaſſion upon 
every ſpruce young” Fellow, from Fifteen to 


Twenty, who loiters away his Time in 


Drawing-Rooms, in Aſſemblies, in Choco- 
late-Houſes, and other diſſipating Amuſements 
of the Town; when he ſhould be intent only 
on his Books and manly Exerciſes. The Ef- 
fe of this Precipitation is, that moſt of our 
young Gentlemen bloſſom early in Youth, 


and wither in their Manhood, | 
But, as I have ſet apart a proper Time to 
treat of Education in the Courſe of my Le- 
Rures, I ſhall not here anticipate my Purpoſe : 
Neither, would the diſcloſing of my Thoughts 
on this Subject be of any Uſe to Mr. E. N. 
The compleating of his Cure will entirely de- 
pend on his Reſolution to confine himſelf to a 
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Method: This alone will improve his Memo- 
ry, ſtrengthen his Judgment, and fix his At- 
tention. As he is engaged in rural Diverſions, 
let him appropriate three or four Mornings in 
the Week to ſome particular Study, and pro- 
ceed in it gradually irom Principle to Princi- 
ple ; repeating the ſame Round of Know- 
ledge, till it becomes ſo familiar to his 
Thoughts, that (upon Recollection) he is able 
to write out the whole Syſtem diſtinly, 
without recurring to his Authour. And, in 
the Choice of his Study, I would adviſe him 
to begin with ſome Branch of Learning, that 
employs the Judgment, without awakening 
the Imagination. But, I am apt to ſuſpe& his 
Reſolution, till his Heart is ſet at Eaſe with 
Reference to Lavinia. 

There are Mercurial Perſons, who (through 
a bad Habit) perpetually ſhife their Poſture, 
and cannot keep their Limbs one Moment i in 
the ſame Attitude : In the like manner, ſeye- 
ral (through Negligence) acquire an habitual 
Inſtability of Mind; which,' by Indulgence, 
grows. every Day more prevalent ; till at laſt, 
they haue it not in their Power to fix their At- 
tention. to any Subject. My Correſpondent 
cannot beſtow. too much Pains. in checking this 
r to fleet from one Thought to ano- 


ther, 
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ther, to as little Purpoſe as Children employ 
their Activity, when they hunt Butterflies in 
a wide Field. 
Inattention will render the beſt Abilities 
uſeleſs; while, on the other hand, a Man of 
ſlow Parts, with Patience, ſhall, by a metho- 
dical Application, advance far into > 
Let my Friend beware of the Vain-glory of 
being accounted a keen, experienced Spartſ- 
man; fince, an eager Attention to Trifles will 
| make him leſs intent upon more important Ac- 

compliſhments. When the Soul is earneſtly 
ful of it, even in-qur Dreams. About two 
Months ſince, I received (in a Letter) a very re- 
mark able Inſtance to my Purpoſe, from a Gen- 
tleman, whois Tutour toa Rural Squire. My 
young Maſter (who, it ſeems, is a great Gun- 
ner) came home, one Evening, very much tired 
from his Sport; and went to Bed, earlier than 
ordinary. His Governour, coming into his 
Chamber about Ten a-Clock, found his Pupil 
faſt aſleep, with one Eye, ſhut, and the other 
broad open, taking Aim (no doubt) at an ima- 
ginary Partridge, or a Pheaſant. Now, there 
are but ſmall Hopes of this Youth's Proficiency | 
in Learning, unleſs he can bring himſelf to 
fleep with both Eyes cloſed. 


Monday, 
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Ne 131. Monday, June 22. 1719; 
8 —— Sic dulcis amicit 
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9 HE 1 am obliged. to 
for the following Letter, I hope 

will let me hear from him as often 
SEITCHN as his Leiſure will permit. I pre- 
| tend to give a good Gueſs at my Correſpon- 
dent : But, granting I ſhould be miſtaken; 1 
perceive ſuch manifeſt Tokens of his Capaci- 


: CW, p 


ty, in this Specimen, that I would fain en- 


gage him to collect his Thoughts into little 
Eſſays from Time to Time, 5 the Inſtruction 
of his Countreymen: And (if that may be any 
Inducement to him) 1 freely own, as I am 
buſied about many Things, that his Aſſiſtance 
will very much relieve my Fatigues. 


. 77 
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To the Autbowr of the Far- Tux. 15 


S1 R. „ [2307 97 June Fo 17192 
5 O U have FER: together ſome Re- 
flections upon Converſation, after ſo 
new a Manner, in your Paper for the Twen- 
: "oF Nipth of May; that I read it (as I do eve- 
* ry thing that comes from your Pen) with a 
© Pleaſure I ſeldom receive, but from your 
Lectures. The / juſt; though © uncommon 
Lights, into which you have caſt that Sub- 
© je,” renew in me ſome Thoughts, 1 have 
* occaſionally entertained on the ſame To- 
pick; and which I take the Liberty to ſend 
you, without farther Introduction 
Good -Breeding ſupports the Deceney of 
Converſation; Candour and Frankneſs of 
Mind preſerve i its Freedom; while Wit and 
Humour give Spirit and Variety to it: But, 
to make the Harmony of it compleat, the 
© whole Deſcant ought to accord with the 
Ground or Thgrough-Baſs of, found Senſe. 
And yet, even where theſe great Eſſentials | 
are not wanting, Converſation may ſuffet 
© very much from certain Redundancies, that 
© take off from the Delight of it. It may, 
© therefore; be of uſe to animadvert a little 
Vo. III. N  £© upon 
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© upon ſome Abuſes, incident toGood-Fellow- 
e ſhip; which, perhaps, do not flow ſo much 
from any Vice in the Heart, as from an over- 
© weening Attempt to exert ſome Excel- 

© An unſeaſonable, or unguarded, Uſe of 
© Rallery may be accounted one Errour of 
© this Kind. Rallety, conducted with Diſ- 
© cretion, and tempered with Goqd-Nature, 
© has its Merit in a ſele& Company, diſpoſed 
© to receive it, and to make. it circulate, as 
© proper Hints are ſuggeſted. While it offers 
nothing ſhocking to the Perſon, who fairly 
© gives Scope for it; as when the Subject of 
© it ariſes out of ſome diverting Oddneſs of 
© Temper, fome careleſs Particularity of Be- 
© haviour, or ſome Singularity of Thought or 
© Expreſſion; and not from the guiltleſs In- 
© firmities or Diſtreſſes of Humane Nature; it 
© may be allowed amongft Friends to have 
© free Play; and to wanton (as it were) in 
the Fondneſs of Mirth. For the moſt Part, 
* this ſort of Pleaſantry is apt to run Riot: 
Either, the Occaſion for it is improperly cho- 
* ſen; or, it is unſeaſonably introduced; or, it 
© is purſued too far. A noted Rallier gene- 
© rally delights in galling the Inoffenſive; and 
© triumphs in the Uneaſineſs of Modeſty. It is 
« 4 cruel 
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© a cruel Gratification of our Vanity, to take 
© a Pleafure in aggravating the Defects of a 
© Companion or a Friend: The Applauſes, 
© riſing hence are dearly earned; and re- 

© peated Victories of this Nature tend, at laſt, 
* to overthrow the Conquerour, in the Edeem | 
© of Wiſe Men. And yet, ſo common is this 
© Arrogance amongſt Men of lively Imagina- 
tions, that we may obſerve ; Perſons, wha 
© are not conſcious of Nature's Liberality to 
© them in this Reſpect, are generally alarm- 
* ed, and put Sende upon their Guard, 
© in the Company of Reputed Wits; and, 
; © not without Reaſon, diſcover a Fear of fal- 
© ling under their Chaſtiſement, 


© It is this prevailing Inſolence, that makes 
Men of fine Parts in general (notwithſtand - 
© ing Many are free from the Imputation) 
© obnoxious to the reſt of Mankind; and 
« encreaſes that Envy, which uſually perſe- 
© cutes all Perſons of a- diſtinguiſhed Genius. 
Perhaps, it might very much contribute to 
© the taming of this Savageneſs of Wit, if the 
< Offenders would conſider ; that there is more 
© of Malice, than Ingenuity, in the Unluckineſs 
© ofRallery. In the mean time; it muſt be ac- 
* knowledged, ſuch a Reformation would 
< leſſen the Characters of many celebrated 
N 2 * Moderns, 
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Moderns; and diſqualify Numbers, who ſer 
* up for Maſters in the Art of Joking. Cinna 
© would, no longer, be reputed a Man of Wit: 
* Among Perſons of ſuperiour Talents, he 
makes no extraordinary Figure: But, give 
him a Man of egregious Simplicity, to play 
upon, and he immediately exerciſes his 
© whole Tyranny of Ridicule; and brightens 
© over his Prey. It is Ventoſo's Dulneſs, that 
* is the Cauſe of Cinna's Wit: Cinna is not in- 
* trinſically bright; he owes his Luſtre to the 
© Cloudinefs of others; and (like the Glow- 
Worm) ſhines only in the Dark. . 
© Next to an intemperate, or an unskilful 

© Uſe of Rallery, nothing ſpoils Converſa- 
© tion more, than too earneſt an Endeavour 
© to be witty upon all Occaſions. Wit, like 
Wealth, ought to be husbanded : As a 
© boundleſs Liberality degenerates into Prodi- 
© gality, ſo the Profuſion of Wit dwindles in- 
© to Impertinence : Beſides, in good Manners, 
© 2 Man ſhould not be ambitious to contri- 
© bute beyond his Proportion ; nor think, be- 
© cauſe he abounds, that he has a Right to 
© treat the whole Company. The Talent, I 
© am ſpeaking of, indulged with Model ation, 
© enlivens; but, when exerciſed too ambiti- 
© ouſly, it teazes Converſation, The perpe- 
| © tual 
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© tual Flaſhings of a ſparkling Brain, create a 
© Storm of Pleaſantry, which fatigues the 
© Mind more, than the Damps of Nonſenſe. 
© Therefore, Sir, I entreat you, who preſide 
© over our polite Amuſements, to check the 
© inſupportable Exuberancies of Philiztes : Not, 
© that he has too much Wit ; but, is too ſedu- 
© lous in ſhewing it. His Invention is always 
© upon the Rack, to ſtrike out ſomething ex- 
© traordinary ; and he thinks it a Crime to 
< ſpeak plain, ſober Senſe. He is always 
pumping up Jeſts and extravagant Conceits , 
© and grows irkſome, by his Affectation to 
* pleaſe. pat 
* I ſhall conclude by obſerving; that it is 

© owing in a great Meaſure to the wrong No- 
© tions of the Vulgar, that Men of bright. 
© Imaginations are frequently guilty of the 
_ © Miſtake, I have laſt mentioned. The Mul- 
* titude ignorantly imagine, that nothing 
© ſhould come from a Man of Parts, which 
© does not reliſh of the high Seaſoning of Re- 
© partee, or which is not pointed with a ſur- 
« priſing Acuteneſs: And, when a Companion 
© of this Stamp finds himſelf diſappointed, by 
bearing a celebrated Perſon talk reaſonably, 
© and, perhaps, ſparing of Speech; he grave- 
5 Iy averrs, the Gentleman is like other Men; 

| N 3 © wonders, 
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© wonders, how he ever acquired his mighty 
© Reputation ; and judges his Writings to be 
© {purious. Whereas, a Judgment of any Man's 
© Capacity cannot be formed from accidental 
© Circumſtances, and a mixt, general Conver- 
* ſation ; but, muſt be collected from the per- 
© petual Tenour of his Diſcourſe ; from the 
© familiar Openings of his Mind to his Inti- 
© mates; or from particular Occaſions given to 
© him to diſtinguiſh himſelf more publickly. 

Sir; If theſe Reflections, or any other, I 
© may hereafter ſuggeſt, ſhould be of uſe to 
* you; I am amply recompenſed for the Pains 
© of committing them to Writing. Your La- 
© bours entitle you to the Services and kind - 
© Wiſhes of all Good Men; in the Proſecu- 
© tion of which, I heartily wiſh you Succeſs ; 
k and am, with the greateſt Eſteem, Sir, 
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ol withſtanding I have, for three 

' Months, diſcontinued my Political 
on Wo Lectures ; my attentive Diſciples 
ay remember, that I have, in 
| — of them, hinted at ſeveral ſeemingly 
unaccountable, and almoſt fatal, Miſtakes in 
2 Adminiſtration of our Publick Affairs, du- 
the laſt Century, I confider every Pro- 
, I make, asa Debt; for which, I ſtand ac- 

countable to my Readers: Therefore, in Per- 
formance of a Promiſory Hint, towards the 
Cloſe of my Hundred and Fourth Lecture; I 
ſhall now endeavour to lay open ſome (at 
leaſt) of the principal Cauſes, to which moſt 
of our Political Milmanagements may vp 
yr be aſcribed. 


N 4 Ax 
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Ir is much eaſier to point out Errours in 
the Conduct of Men, than either to aſſign the 
particular Cauſes from whence they ſpring, or 
to propoſe expedient Remedies for paſt Miſ- 
chiefs, or even to preſcribe proper Methods to 
prevent the like Evils, for the Future. In pri- 
vate Life, this Obſervation is evident to every 
Man; and, upon Reflection, it will be found 
yet more manifeſt, in regard to the Actions of 
Miniſters of State. There is a ſtrange Infa- 
tuation in the Generality of Men, that in- 
clines them to make the leaſt Uſe of their 
Reaſon, in Proportion as the Neceſſity and 
Difficulty of their Affairs require, they ſhould 
exert it to the utmoſt. The important Con- 
ſequences, which attend the Actions of a Per- 
ſon, who is at the Head of Affairs, are apt to 
alarm him with Fears, and to render him in- 
capable of forming a Reſolution. His Mind, 
unſettled by Doubts, is in a perpetual Flu- 
uation : And, when the Point of Time ap- 
proaches, in which he muſt come to ſome 
Determination, what he finally reſolves, is not 
becauſe he judges it reaſonable; but, becauſe 
he is neceſſitated to do ſomething. Hence it 
is, that Perſons, who manage their Domeſtick 
Affairs, and the minute Occurrences of Life, 
with the exacteſt Prudence, often act like 

| Madmen 
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Madmen, in the Adminiſtration of the ok 
Concerns of a Kingdom. 

It is hardly poſſible for thoſe, wid I 
cout of publick Buſineſs, to give à true Ac- 
count of Tranſactions of State: And, it is 
equally difficult for weak Miniſters to aſſign 
the Reaſons of their own Actions. Their 
whole Scheme ſeldom extends farther than to 
maintain their preſent Power, and to ſecure 
their Employments: Therefore, wiſely con- 
ſidering their Condition as uncertain, and that 
new Difficulties may riſe with every Sun, they 
ſubſiſt upon daily Expedients. Thus, there is 
not the leaſt Connection between the Reſolu- 
tions of one Day, and thoſe of another; and 
their whole Counſels are a Rope of Sand. 
It is, therefore, impoſſible to analyze the 
Actions of ſuch Men, by Reaſon; ſince Rea- 
ſon is a Stranger to all their Thoughts. — 
But, the Difficulty there is in account- 
ing for the Actions of Stateſmen, does not 
ariſe only from their Weakneſs and Irreſo- 
lution : For, though they may have Under- 
ſtanding enough to perceive what is Right, 
and ſufficient Courage to reſolve upon proper 
Meaſures; yet, their Paſſions mingle in all 
cheir Councils; and the gratifying of their 
Love, their Reven ge, their Avarice, or their 

Anibition, 
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Ambition, ſhall determine their Conduct, 
againſt all the Arguments, that can be urged 
from the moſt weighty Reaſons of State, To 
write the Hiſtory of "moſt Miniſters, it is 
much more neceſſary to be acquainted with 
the Intrigues and Cabals of a Court, than Co 
know the Debates at the Council-Board, 
They conſider the ſtale Topick of the Pub- 
lick Good, as a meer Chimera; and will la- 
bour more vehemently to obtain a Miſtreſs, 
or to diſable an Adverſary, than to ſave a Na- 
tion from Ruin. Howeyer, it is not abſolute- 
ly impoſſible to have a true Account of the 
Springs, that influence the Tranſactions of 
fuch Miniſters ; for, though Another cannot 
pretend to give the ſecret Reaſon for any of 
their Proceedings, they Themſelves are able 
(were they but willing) to explain their own 

Conduct. | th 
Fx w Men wedid defire Power, were it 
not for the Pleaſure they take in making 
Others ſenſible, that they are of it. 
This likewiſe is another Reaſon, which en- 
creaſes the Difficulty of accounting for the 
ions of Stateſmen. Their Pleaſure and Sa- 
faction riſes in Proportion to the Proofs, 
they give of their uncontrollable Authority ; 

and, moſt of them fall into the Luſt of mani- 
feſting 
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feſting it, in the moſt prepoſterous manner. 
To act regularly, to provide for the Welfare 
of the Community, and to adhere to the 
cool Dictates of Reaſon, is a Method af pro- 
ceeding, in which all Miniſters may be allow- 
ed to gratify themſelves ; but then, it does 
— — their Power to be more conſidera- 
ble, than what the beſt of their Predeceſſours 
exerciſed. The higheſt Enjoyment of Power 
(in their Opinion) is the Abuſe of it; ſince 
the Bulk of Mankind conceive a much greater 
Idea of the Miſchiefs, than of the Benefits, 
they receive from its Influence. This Species 
of Politicians are, therefore, equally unac- 
countable with the forementioned : Since 
there is no Reaſoning, with any Certainty, 
upon the Actions of a Man, who chooſes to 
do the moſt unreaſonable: Things, only to let 
the World ſee, that his Power is above all 
Controll. It during the late War, 
when the Trenches of the Enemy were to 
be attacked, that a certain Great General 
was informed, in the Heat of the Action, by 
a Subaltern Officer, that he had obſerved a" 
Quarter of the Enemy that was more pra- 
cticable, than the Place, in which the Aſſault 
was begun: The General, angry that any 


Man under his Command ſhould preſume to 
point 


— — _ — — — — 
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point out an Advantage to him, bid the 
Officer mind his own Buſineſs ; adding, that 
he might imagine, He was not Blind. After 
this, he reſolutely threw away the Lives of 
Two or Three Thouſand Men, purely to 
thew, that he had them at his Diſpoſal ; and 
at laſt, condeſcended to carry the Day, by 
following the Gentleman's Advice, when he 
thought it might look like a Motion of his 


own Will. 


LIT ap One ſeriouſly! refie upon the va- 
rious Paſſions, which are all ſo many Springs 
of Action in the Mind of Man; and he may 
reaſonably conclude, that if the ſecret Cauſes 
of the great Events, which aſtoniſh the 
World, were known, Invention could not 
form any thing ſo ridiculous, as the true Hi- 
ſtory of Courts. The ſpeculative Men in Po- 
liticks, and the grave Authours, who write 
Hiſtories of Courts, in which they were never 
verſed, deviate into Reaſons drawn from the 
Publick Good, and the claſhing Intereſts of 
Princes; when, perhaps, the true Original of 
what they imagine to be undertaken with 
the profoundeſt Skill in Politicks, is purely 
owing to the Deſire of obtaining Succeſs, or to 
the Reſentment of being diſappointed, in an 

Amour. An inſatiable Thirſt of Power ” 
tne 
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the Vice, to which Princes are moſtly addit- 
ed : It is, therefore, with great ſhew. of Rea- 
ſon, that the Overthrow of the Liberties of 
France, and the Eſtabliſhment of the Abſolute 
Power (or rather Tyranny) of the French 

Kings, is aſcribed to this Paſſion. And yet, 
upon reading the Memoirs of the Cardinal de 
Retz, I have been tempted to think, that 
this fatal Event was owing to a more minute 
Original. 

During the Minority. of the. Late King of 
France, the Government was under the Dire. 
ction of the Queen- Mother; a Woman, who 
was not ſuppoſed averſe to Gallantries. It is 
well known, the famous Cardinal Mazarin 
was her Favourite; who (for ſome Years) 
managed her and governed the Kingdom, as 
he pleaſed. Mazarin, as he was a Foreigner, 
hated by the People, and ignorant of their 
Conſtitution, had no Intereſt to ſupport him, 
but the Prerogative of the Crown ; which 
he, therefore, ſtudied by all Methods to eſta- 
bliſh and to enlarge. His Rival, the Cardi- 
nal De Retz, being a Native, and well be- 
loved, eſpecially by the Citizens of Paris, took 
juſt the contrary Meaſures. Doubtleſs, his 
Aim was at the Poſt of Prime Miniſter ; but 
then, he was at the Head of that Party, 

which 
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which was for reſtoring and ſtrengthening the 
Authority of the States, and of the Parlia- 
ment : And, had he carried the Point of be- 
ing Firſt Miniſter, in all Probability the Li- 
berties of France would not have been redu- 
ced to the Condition, they are in at preſent. 
De Retz wanted only the Favour of the 
Queen : While Mazarin was baniſhed out of 
France, one of the chief Women about the 
Queen informed De Rets; that her Majeſty, 
through Time and Abſence, began to forget 
Mazarin: She likewiſe told him, that the 
Queen was of a very amorous Complexion, 
and adviſed him to act Love to her; letting 


him know beſides, that ſhe was exceedingly vain 


of the Beauty of her Hands. The Cardinal 
took the Hint ; and he played his Part to Perfe- 
Rion, demanding frequent Audiences, for no 
other Purpoſes, than to ſigh over her Hands, 
and to lay hold on every ſlight Pretence to 
kiſs them. The Queen (in Return) began to 
like the Cardinal; and, on all Occaſions, in- 
ſiſted much on the Whiteneſs of his Teeth, 
and pronounced him a handſome Man; though 
his Perſon was more robuſt, than comely. 


At the ſame time, De Retz had a much youn- 


ger Miſtreſs; who, growing jealous of the 
Queen, refuſed him her Favours: The Cardi- 
5 55 
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nal, to ſoften her, aſſured her; it was _ 
ſible he ſhould ever love ſuch a 
the Queen; and that, he only feigned a Pal 

ſion to her. The young Lady boaſted of this 
Compliment fo unwarily, that it came round 
to the Queen ; who, fired with Reſentment, 
vowed the Ruin of De Retz, In Conſequence 


of this, MaZarin. was recalled, and the Li- 
berties of France deſtroyed. 
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'A Byfuros 34 xopBat; 
"Epura f <x67. 


AN ACR. 


ls is the Third little Miſcella- 

1 ny of Poems, I have collected for 
my gentle Readers. The follow- 
ing ſhort Epiſtle will beſt intro- 
— 112 1 5 Piece; when I have obſerved to 
my Correſpondent, that I have omitted part 
of his Hymn, chiefly to ſhorten it: Beſides, I 
am of Opinion, that Blank Verſe appears to a 
great Diſadvantage in ſma]l*Pieces of Poetry; 
for which Reaſon, I would adviſe him, on 


ſuch Occaſions at leaſt, to accuſtom himſelf 
to Rhyme. 


SIR, Cambridge, April 26. 1719. 
Am always your Reader: And as the 
Poetical Performances, which have ap- 

« peared in your Papers, have met with a 
very 
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very good Reception; I have ventured to 
© ſend you the Amuſement of a few leiſure 


Hours; preſuming you ſo far my Friend, 


that you will freely cotrect what you may 


think amils. Jam, 


f Mr. Free-Thinker, 8 
Wu ven humble Servant, 


 Lyxaricvs; 


A Hrwn to the Moox.,. 5 


H 1 L. Cynthia, filent Empreſs of the Night; 
With all thy ſpangled Train of burſt Sant 

Celeſtial Equipage! Erberia Lamps! | 

Whole Myriads, twinkling round thy lucid Sphere, 

How doſt Thou gild the pitchy Brow of Night ! | 

Cheer'd by thy Orb, we ſcarce regret the Sun ; 

Though, in a gayer Dreſs, be ſets off Nature, 

And paints the Welkin with a riper Day. 


The Traveller, now, diſmiſſes every Care 
Of treacherous Quick-ſands, and ſeducing Fires 3 


You, IL. 0 Tet 


9 
| | 
| 
[ 
N 
; 
f 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The languiſhing Philander wings bis way 
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Ne often, as he ſpeeds his Way, looks up, 
Bleſſing the kindly Influence of thy Beam. 


Ton ſturdy Brotherhood of ſtately Elms, 
That nod their Heads high or the lonely Plain, 


pt with the Silver of thy heatleſs Light, 
How bright they ſhine / How ſolemnh they wave! 


Nom, whilſt in all thy ſhadowy Glory dreſt, 
Thou rideſt triumpbham in thy bigheſt Non, 


To meet his Sylvia, in the conſcious Grove. 
There, in each others Arms, compleatly bleſt, 
They breathe the melting Accents of their Loves ; 
Call every Star to witneſs to their Vows ; 

But, dreadthe Dawn, and chide the Morning Lark. 


While thus the faithful Pair prolong their Foys, 


Imparadir d, on Earth, in mutual Bliſs ; 


Inſpir'd 


* 
* 
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Taſpir'd by Thee, the wakeful Nightingal, 
Leaning her tune ful Breaſt againſt a T horn, 
Improves their Paſſion in each tender Note; 


Warbling the ſofteſt, ſweereſt, Air of Love. 


o, thus for ever beautify the Night ! 
Brighten its Gloom, and make its Horrour ſmile : 
Nor ever may, henceforth, the obtruding Earth, 
Nor Cloud! invidious, intercept thy Gloriet; 
Our milder Phoebus, and notturnal Queen 
SIR, May 21. 19195 
5 W HE following Lines were occaſioned 
by a Friend's falling in Love with a 
* Lady, becauſe the approves of him. If they 


* happen to merit your Notice, I ſhall be 
proud of having ſubſcribed my ſelf 


Your very humble Servant, 


Prxritomvsvs, 


O 2 


. 
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I, 
QTrpton te the God of Love defy'd ; 
Careleſs on Cloe's Form he gaz'd : 
In Celia's Air, no Goddeſs ſpyd; | 
And Mira's Wit, with Fudgment, prais'd. 


2. 
The ſlighted God at laſt decreed, 
His brighteſt Nymph the Youth ſhould love. 
What Stratagem will then ſucceed, 
A ſubborn, generous Soul to move? 


*. 
His Arrow pierces Sylvia's Heart : 
Said Strephon (ſtanding near) I find, 
Tie Gold, that points the fatal Dart, 
Has wounded Both ; and, Both has joyn'd. 


I fear, the Ladies will not be pleaſed (at 
firſt Sight) with the Verſes, that come next. 
The Authour of them muſt be ſome very im- 

patient 


N*133 The FREE-THINKER. 213 


patient young Gentleman: But, notwith- 

ſtanding the Frankneſs of his Declaration ; if I 
have any Skill. in the Language of Lovers, 
his Paſſion will not abate, though his Miſtreſs 


mhould continue Coy, till this Time Twelve. 
month. 


RES. 

VE little Loves, that round her wait, - 

' To bring me Tidings of my Fate ; 
As Celia on her Pillow lies, 

Ab, gently whiſper, Strephon diet. 


2. 
If this will not her Pity move, 
And the proud Fair diſdains to love; 
Smile, and ſay, Tir all a Lye, 
Aud haughty Stre phon ſcorns to die. 


The following little Tale was deſigned, 
as a Compliment to Two reigning Beauties 
in Ireland. 


63 Cvenn 


Curip in Love. 
$ Cupid, from his cruel Sport, 
Return'd, to grace his Mother's Court, 
In Triumph leading bleeding Hearts, 
All over Love, all over Narts 3 | 
He wander d through a Myrtle Shade, 
And ſaw a lonely, lovely, Maid, 


No ſooner did young Maſter ſpy 
The Virgin's ſoft, refulgent Eye, 
Than down his Arms and Hearts he threw ; 
And, languiſhing full in ber View, 
'Tis done, be ſaid! See, Mars and Jove, 
See, all ye God's, ſee Cypid's Love 


b Venus when, at loft, he came, 
Without his Tackle and his Game ; 
Without his Bow, without a Dart, 


Withowt his own, or any Heart; 
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The 
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The Goddeſs cry d, Alaſs, my Son, 

Where haſt T hou been ? What baſt Thou done? 
He figh'd, and anſwer'd with a Groan, .. 

She ſtole my Hearts ; She ſtole my own... 

The mazchleſs Beauties of ber Face, 

The Wonders, that her Perſon grace, 

T he Charm in all ſbe does or ſays, A 
Her killing Smiles, her winning Ways, 

Her Wit, ber Coyneſs, all agree, 

In ſpite of Fate, to vanquiſh me, 


Leſs angyy, Venus, at hey Son, 
T han to find her ſelf out-done, | 
Gry'd ; this is Fanny G—d, I knw well! 3 
Ab, no; Mamma N. |; Jenny 5.1. | 


Ws. 1, The 
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The Nineteenth Opꝝ of the Firſt Book 
of Horace; tranſlated by Mr. Welfted. 

THE Queen, who gi ver ſoft Wiſher Birth, 

The youthful God of Wine and Mirth, 

And wanton, libertine Defire, 

My Mind afreſh with Love inſpire. 

Bright Glycera revives the Smart, 

The Flame, that kindles in my Heart. 

The Poliſh of her Neck out-ſhines 

The Marble of the Parian Mines : : 

Her girliſb Wantonneſs bas Charms ; 

And with ber froward Play ſhe warms. 

Doating on her Face, I die; 

A Face too dazling to the Eye. 

All Venus rages in my Breaſt ; 

And leaves her Cyprian Groves unbleſt : 

Nor, will ſbe ſuffer me to write 

Of hardy Scythians, put to Flight ; 


N*133 The FREE-THINKER. 217 a 


Or Death, from Parthian Qui vert ſox ; | 
or Things, to Love not pertinent. 
Here, By, to cruel Venus, here, 

Of living Turf an Altar year : | 
Sweet Herbs, and Frankincenſe leſow; * 
And let the Winy Offering flow: 
Theſe Riter the Goddeſi will appeaſe, | + 
And give my frantick Boſom Eaſe, 
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N* 134. Friday, July 3. 1719. 


— * — — 
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ubopos dl. : ; 
PLUTARCHe 


To the FRE E-THIN XE R. 


Dear SI R, | Jun 23. 1719: 
e dots U leo and fhotour you ; 
reren 

Tower to mike an adequate Re- 
dun for the fenſible * Pleaſure, 
vou have given me, 1 hope, I ſhall have 
© Reſolution enough to follow your Advice; 
© and that I ſhall be able, hereafter, to in- 
* form you of the Succeſs of your Preſcrip- 
tion. 


* No 123, 130. 


« In 
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© In the mean time, I beg Leave to ſet you 


© right in the Meaning of an Expreſſion in my 


Letter, which you ſeem to have miſunder- 


© ſtood, When I told you, I was far gone in the 


£ Pleaſures of a Coumrey Life, I only meant; 
© that my Mind had a Tum towards the in- 
© nocent and ſedate Satisfactions, which are 
© peculiar to Retirement. I had not, then, 
* in my Thoughts thoſe rough and boiſterous 
* Recreations, the adventurous Rural Gentle- 
© men are ſo fond of, Theſe re a diftin& 
Race of Animals, a Breed of Creatures re- 
* ſembling Men, not to be found (as I am 
told by Travellers) out of this [land j and, 
* methinks,” they are juſtly ſuppoſed, by our 
© Philoſophers, to have a nearer Aﬀanity to 
© their Dogs, than to the Human Species 
© Infomuch that, it might give Occafion''to 
one, who has Faith in the Tranſmigration of 
Souls, to confider the leading Hound at a 
© Hunting-Match, as animated by the fame 
« Syſtem of Spirits, that once invigorated a 


« defun& Sportſman. Aſſure yourſelf, Sir, I 


© am not ambitious. of aſſociating myſelf” 


© with this fleet Society: Nor, ſhall I ever 
affect a Fame for leaping over Hedges and 
© Ditches: Nature has not formed me for 
$ ſuch arduous Undertakings nor qualify'd 

| 5 © me 


4% 
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* me to ſhine in ſo conſpicuous an Eminency, 
c as the top of a Quickſet. 

© What, therefore, I intend by a Retreat, 
© is to enjoy the more ſublime Pleaſures of 
© Knowledge, and Friendſhip, and a good 
© Conſcience : For, I think it would be a 
* criminal Humility to perſwade myſelf, that 
© I am equal to no Gratifications, but ſuch as 
© inferiour Animals purſue. You will not 
c diſapprove of my doing this Juſtice to my 
Character. 

© T have ſo great a Deference for Mr. Bes- 
© Thinker's Judgment, that I would fain have 
him point out the particular Study, he 
© thinks moſt proper for me to make my 
& firſt Eſſay upon. But, I tranſgreſs : I am 
aſhamed 4 the Debt, I have already con- 
© tracted, without a Poſſibility of diſcharging 
© it : For this Reaſon, I ſhall urge my Suit 
© no farther: Only, let me beg your Accep- 
c tance of the fincere Gratitude of an honeſt 
f Heart for the Favours, you have conferred 


*u upon, Worthy Sir, 


Vow moſt obliged, 
EW. 


1 
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HIY 2. 1719. 

My Horzevrt DiSciPts I N a 
OUR correſſ ponding with the Free- 
Thinker (who is an inviſible' Fairy- 
Philoſopher) is like holding an Intelligence 
with Spirits; and you have employed a 
powerful Charm, which has bound me to 
your Service. The whole Tenour of your 
Three Letters is ſo very uſeful to the Gene- 
rality of young Gentlemen, eſpecially to 
elder Brothers, who ought to be the Orna- 
ment and Support of their Families, that I 
| ſhould be greatly wanting to the Publick, 
did I not comply, CT with your 
Requeſt. 
I rejoice at my own Miſtake ; I acknow- 
ledge it, with Pleaſure: And I wiſh, your 
Example may reſcue all our young Heirs 
from the noiſy Foreſt-Chaſes, to the ſilent Pur- 
ſuits of Philoſophy ; that, when they arrive to 
the Maturity of Manhood, they may be able 
to recount a Number of ſublime Truths ac- 
quired, and unruly Paſſions ſubdued ; in- 
ſtead of boaſting of the Foxes and the Stags, 
over which they have ingloriouſly triumphed. 
To ſave the *** forlorn Hope of Squires 


(ſtrong 
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(ſtrong in Body, and weak in Underſtanding) 
and to influence them, yet more, to emulate 
you; I ſhall, here, entruſt an uncommon Ob- 
ſervation to their Mirth ; till, by RefleRion, 
they come to be ſenſible of the Truth of it. 
Gentle Exerciſes are, doubtleſs, requiſite to 
maintain and improve Health, and to re- 
create the Mind; and even. a moderate 
Chace, ſparingly uſed, may be requiſite for 
{ame robuſt Conſtitutions. But, 2 conſtant 
Habit of violent Exerciſes impairs the Under- 
ſtanding, at the ſame Time that it brings the 
Body into Decay. A downright Sportſ- 
man is not in a Condition to think ſedate- 
ly and conſequentially in Matters, that re- 
quire a more than ordinary Attention : His 
Thoughts are tumultuous; his Spirits are 
foul; the perpetual violent Motions, he re- 
peats daily, trouble his Faculties, and hinder 
his Mind from fining. ; 
Since you deſire, I ſhould be particular in 
adviſing you to ſome Study, that may im- 
prove your Attention; I can recommend no- 
thing more proper to a Gentleman of your 
Fortune and Education, than the careful Pe- 
ruſal of the Controverſial Writings of Mr. 
.Chillingworth ; which, after recollecting the 
general Rules of Logick, you will read with 
Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure and Advantage. They will not on- 
ly inſtru you in the important Queſtion, 
which he canvaſſes, but likewiſe enure you to 
a juſt Method of Reaſoning : And, I the ra- 
ther chuſe to initiate you by this judicious 
Authour, becauſe the Number of true Pro- 
teſtants diminiſhes, daily, amongſt the Coun- 
trey Gentlemen, | 

But, Sir, you will pardon my Freedom of 
Speech (a plain, uncourtly Vertue) which I 
am bound never to forfeit; when I chide 
you, for your Intentions to lead a Retired 
Life. Your Countrey claims her Share in 
you: The Nation wants young Men of a 
good Capacity, in Independent Circum- 
ſtances. The Intereſts of a Proteſtant, Free- 
born People require, you ſhould Qualify your 
ſelf to ſerve the Community, of which you 
are a Member, in Parliament: And you 
' ought to merit your Retirement, before you 
can have an equitable Right to enjoy it. Re- 
member, that a ſingle Commoner, who 
devotes himſelf to the Welfare of the Pub- 
blick, may ſtem the Outrage of Faction; and 
preſerve his own Eſtate, while he ſecures the 
Property of Millions. In a Word; the pre- 
ſent Age ſtands in need of a few Gallant 
Spirits, 
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Spirits, who dare to think and act, in the ut- 
moſt Liberty of Reaſon. . Sc 

Beſides; you will find yourſelf greatly de- 
ceived in the End, if you think an early Re- 
tirement is'a Bleſſing: It will pall upon your 
Hands; neither, can any One be properly ſaid 
to retire, who has never been engaged in 
Buſineſs. Before you are Forty, you will 
wiſh, you had once been buſy in the World. 
The great and pleaſurable Retreat is towards 
the Evening of Life, after a glorious Series 
of Actions. To conclude; Retiring in the 
Inexperience and Vigour of Youth, is like 
putting on a Night-Cap, and going to Reſt, 
in the Morning. I am with Sincerity and 
Reſpect, 


S1 R, 
Tour moſt Obedient Servant, 


The Fx22-Trwinxtn, 
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Plenus rimarum ſum ; bac atque illac perfluo. 
24 KENT, 
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p 58 N the T watt of the laſt 
Month, I gave my Diſciples a 
Zh 1y genetal View of Unaccountable 

He 3 Miniſters : And, ſince it cannot be 
expected, I ſhould undertake to enumerate 
the Particulars of a Species, infinite as the 
Folly of Mankind ; I proceed to conſider the 
Condu& of the Seatiines, whoſe Actions 
are Comprehenſible: And, of this Species 
there are but Two Sorts; the Honeſt Men, 
and their Oppoſites, 

Such is the Weakneſs of Humane Nature, 
that it is incapable of Perfection (if I may 
be allowed the Word) in either Vertue, or 
Vice. Our Underſtanding, or our Power of 
Action, is perpetually limited. The Imper- 
fection of Man, as to Goodneſs and Juſtice, has 

Vol. III. P always 
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always been a Subject of Complaint : And, 
if we judge impartially, we ſhall find his Fa- 
culties equally bounded, as to Wickedneſs. 
A compleat Villain is as extraordinary a Crea- 
ture, as a Man compleatly Honeſt ; though 
the Degrees of Approximation to either of 
theſe Characters may be, in a manner, infi- 
nite. However, this is common to Both 
that, ſuppoſing their Capacities to be equal, 
and the Iniquity of the One to bear an exact 
Proportion to the Integrity of the Other, their 
Actions are equally Accountable. 

If we conſider TranſaQtions of State, only 
as Proofs of the Abilities of the Miniſter, 
who has the Direction of them; it may be 
laid down as a certain Rule, equally appli- 
cable to the Honeſt and the Diſhoneſt Man ; 
That all Meafures, and all Actions, are, or are 
not, Errours in Politicks, according as they 
are well or ill calculated to obtain the End, 
propoſed by them. The only Difference in 
this Point is, that as the Actions of the one 
are projected to anſwer an honeſt Purpoſe ; ſo 
the Actions of the other are contrived, with 
equal Prudence, to compaſs ſome ſiniſter 
Deſign, 

From what I have obſerved in Hiſtory, I 
can compliment but Few Miniſters with be- 
| . ing 
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ing Compleat, in either of the above-mention- 
ed Characters. An Affectation of appearing 
a crafty deſigning Stateſman, or a plain artleſs 
Miniſter, is indeed frequently to be met with : 
'But, what ſeems moſt remarkable is, that a Man 
tolerably Honeſt ſhall immediately, as he ad- 
vances in Power, affect the Reputation of 
Subtilty and Cunning; and a Knave naturally 
ſtudies to acquire the Reputation of Simpli- 
city and Integrity. Moſt Men are fo liable 
to be deceived with the bare Appearance of 
Honeſty, that it is the Lure, a finiſhed Cour- 
tier throws out, upon all Occaſions: Neither 
is there any Artifice, againſt which, I ought 
more ſtrongly to precaution my Diſciples, 
in their Intercourſe with Politicians, than 
againſt the ſmooth Profeflions of Honeſty and 
Sincerity. | O'S 

I believe, it will be allowed me, that it is 
not only more natural, 'but even more oblig- 
ing, to ſuſpe& the Honeſty, than the Under- 
ſtanding, of any Man: The Reaſon is, Want 
of Honeſty may, but Want of Senſe cannot, 
be ſupplied. The Circumſtance in Life, the 
moſt inſupportable, is to be deſpiſed : The 
Fear of - which, makes weak Men turn 
Rogues, to vindicate their Underſtandings. 


The een of paſſing for a Miniſter 
P 2 of 
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of ſmall Abilities, had ſo powerful an Effect 
upon Vafer, that it was obſervable of him, if 
Two Methods of performing even an Indif- 
ferent Thing (the One Direct, the other Indi- 
rect) were propoſed to him; he always choſe 
the Latter, to convince the World of his Sa- 
gacity : Not conſidering, that it is the Height 
of Political Folly, not to be ſincere, at leaſt, 
in Trifles; and a judicious Gameſter will not 
falſify the Dice, but when he plays for con- 
ſiderable Summs. | 
A Knave naturally purſues his own Intereſt : 
And therefore, when he is in Power, if the 
Publick Good happens to claſh with his Pri- 
vate Advantage, it is certain his Dear Coun- 
trey muſt ſuffer in the Conflict. But, ſup- 
poſing (as it often happens) the private In- 
tereſt of a Miniſter is not only conſiſtent with, 
but thrives by, promoting the Glory and 
Proſperity of his Prince; then, it may be 
made a Queſtion, whether in ſome Circum- 
ſtances of Affairs, a refined Knave is not more 
proper to be employed in the Direction of 
the State, than a Perſon, who is ſcrupulouſly 
Honeſt. 
I obſerved in my Eighty-Firſt Lecture, that 
it is requiſite a Stateſman ſhould have a Pene- 
tration into the Weakneſs and Corruption of 
all 


Ne 135 The FREE-THINKER. 229 


all his Neighbouring Nations; and likewiſe, 
that he ſhould have the Reſolution to take 

Advantage of them, on proper Occaſions, for 
the Good of the Publick: A Method of pro- 
ceeding, which in private Life is plainly incon- 
ſiſtent with the Rules of Honeſty; and which 
a Man of ſtrict Probity would ſcruple to ex- 
erciſe in a Publick Capacity. And yet, in 
an Age, wherein it is almoſt become the 
Glory of States to circumvent each other, 
who does not ſee the Neceſſity of playing up- 
on the Square? And what Miniſter would 
not deſerve to be diſgraced, who ſhould neg- 
le& any Opportunity of corrupting the Mini- 
ſter of a ſuſpected Potentate, to betray the 
Counſels of his Maſter 7 A Knave, therefore, 
in Politicks often proves (as the World goes) 
a moſt uſeful Member of Society; provided, 
Care be taken to reconcile his Intereſt to the 
Welfare of the Community. And, Princes 
ſeem to be univerſally convinced of the Rea- * 
ſonableneſs of this State-Doctrine, by their 
allowing vaſt Salaries and Perquilites to thoſe, 
who have the chief Direction of their Affaire, 
hoping thereby, not only to purchaſe their 
Fidelity, but to give them likewiſe an E- 
quivalent for their e ee in their 


Service. 5 
p 3 But, 
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But, even Private Men ſeem tacitly to 
juſtify this Conduct of Princes; and can never 
find in their Hearts to condemn an Artifice, 
that turns to their Advantage, in the Guilt of 
which they are not concerned, Let a Mini- 
| Rter but convince the People, that all his 
Actions tend to the Good of the Publick ; and 
he needs not fear loſing the Eſteem of his 
Countrey-men, who reap the Benefit of his 
Iniquity. The vaſt Reputation and Eſteem 
the great Cecil acquired, is at leaſt as much 
owing to his paſſing for a Crafty, as to his 
being thought an Honeſt, Miniſter. The moſt 
upright Private Men take a Pleaſure in hear- 
ing and relating the maſterly Contrivances 
of the Miniſters of different Princes, to abuſe 
one another, There is a Charm in Intereſt, 
which reconciles the Hearts of even Honeſt 
Men to the Lucrative Ingenuities of Others. 
The graveſt Perſons, upon the Relation of 
Civil Stratagems, betray an inward Eſteem 
for a Stateſman, who- has been the Contriver 
of a very notable Piece of Political Manage- 
ment; at the ſame time that they are, in De- 
cency, obliged outwardly to cenſure the Im- 
morality of the Action. 

This Diſpoſition in Mankind at leaſt to ſuf- 
ſer Iniquities, that turn to 8 — 

rings 


* 
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brings to my Memory a Story, related of the 
Duke of Luxemburgb. His Succeſs againſt 
the Late King William, during his Wars with 
France, has made his Name ſufficiently known, 
His Perſon and Aſpe& was fo deformed and 
unpromiſing of the Greatneſs of his Actions, 
that he paſſed, amongſt the Populace of 
Frante, for a Wizzard; and they ſuppoſed the 
Devil aſſiſted him in all his Undertakings. 
The Duke took an Occaſion from this Impu- 
tation, to make the higheſt Compliment to 
the late French King, that ever was made to a 
Prince, It happening once to be the Subject 
of Diſcourſe, Who of all the French Gene- 
rals had done moſt for the Service of that 
Monarch ; Luxemburg affirmed, that he had 
given his Majeſty ſtronger Proofs of his At- 
tachment to his Intereſts, than all his other 
Officers together : For, Sir (lays he) $a 
have done nothing, but what is common; 
they have indeed ventured their Lives and 
their Fortunes in your Service; but, I have 
ſold myſelf to the Devil, for the Advance- 
ment of your Empire and Glory. J 
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me jungam » fabil, propriamque Arab. 
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* 


r Otwüthlagding the great Number 
N of Letters, Poems, and Eſſays, 
* Ty which I receive; and notwithſtand- 
Ee ing that I take every Thing kind- 
ly, which comes from my ſeveral Correſpon- 
dents; yet, I am obliged to be more ſparing 
In making their Thopghts Publick, than per- 
haps is agreeable to ſome of them. I deſire 
them, therefore, to conſider this Paper i in the 
Nature of a Lottery; and that, as it appears 
but twice in the Week, the Prizes can be but 
few, Without regarding Perſons ( ſince they 
are all Latent Friends) I, now and then, 


make Choice of ſuch Letters and Compoſi- 
tions, as I] judge to be moſt proper to my 
Purpoſe; ſo as, not qver- much to retard the 
Progreſs of my main Deſign. Let this ſatis- 
fy the Gentlemen and Ladies, who are apt 


to 
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to think, either that their Letters miſcarry, 
or that they are neglected: And particularly 
{ defire the Lovers to conſider, that I have 
done more for their Service, than for any 
other Perſons in Diſtreſs; becauſe I know, 
They, of all Men, are the moſt Impatient un- 
der their Sufferings: Nevertheleſs, I muſt not 
permit my Paper to be over-run with Love; 
and much leſs, can I comply with Printing 
Complaints, that are Parallel, in the main, 
with the lamentable Caſes, to which 1 have 
effectually preſcribed. 


London, 120 2. 1719. 
Mr. Fxze-THINKXER, 


4 Had fully reſolved to ſend you a Meſ- 
s lenger, immediately after your Anſwer 
5 to my Laſt; and now, to apologize for my 
* ſelf to you, and the Batchelour Candidates, 
* I ſhall give you the True Reaſon'of my long 
© Silence. 
© The Day after your laſt Correſpondence 
with me, I was happily engaged in an a- 
© greeable Circle of Friends: Your Papers, 
© and particularly thoſe relating to Miranda, 
| © took up a confiderable Share of our Diſ- 


8 


X. 8 F * * — 
. 


* N 108, 


© courſe, 
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© courſe. An intimate Acquaintance, to 
© whom I had communicated the Secret of 
my writing to you, whiſpered a Gentleman 
© in the Company; that I was the very Mi- 
© randa, in the Free-Thinker. The Gentle- 
© man took the firſt Opportunity of addreſſing 
© mein the moſt paſſionate Manner; and has, 
from that Time, proved very aſſiduous in his 
© Viſits; inſomuch, that I believe his Affection 
© to be ſincere. He is a Perſon, who (upon 
* ſtri& Enquiry) fully anſwers the Character, 
I defire in a Husband: And, on Monday 
© next, our Nuptials are to be celebrated. 

© I thought it a Duty incumbent on me, 
© to give you this Notice; and at the ſame 
© Time, to make my Publick Declaration of 
© Thanks to Mr. Free-Thinker, and to the 
© ſeveral Gentlemen, who were pleaſed to 
© honour me with their kind Wiſhes : And 
6 I muſt conclude with owning, that the 
© Credit of your Paper gave Birth to this 
© Marriage. I am, Sir, | 

Tour ſincerely obliged Humble Servant, 


M1iRnaNnDA 


SEEK till you find; and you will not loſe your 
Labour: Miranda has diligently ſearched the 
| Town 
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Town and Countrey, for a Husband ; and her 
Diligence is, at laſt, happily rewarded. At 
the ſame Time, it is a great Honour to the 
Free-Thinker, that he has been able to fave 
the Longings of a Virgin, in the moſt im por- 
portant Deſire of Life : And, as this is the 
Firſt Match, in the making of which I have 
been inſtrumental, I hope it will not be the 
Laſt. I will not doubt of the Goodneſs of 
Miranda's Choice: Nevertheleſs, as there are 
often unforeſeen and ſtrange Revolutions in 
the State of Matrimony ; if the Gentleman 
ſhould infringe any of the Articles of Mar- 
riage, as ſhe is my Ward, I deſire her to ap- 
peal to me for Redreſs; whoſe continual 
Study it is, to reduce the. Men to Reaſon, 
Moreover, I expect a Letter of Thanks from 
the Bride-Groom, for the ineſtimable Bleſ- 
ſing I have thrown into his Arms; and, be- 
fide the uſual Allowances made to good 
Wives, I infiſt on his giving her-Credit up- 
on Mr. Roberts, to have my Papers regularly 
ſent her; in which, they will Both find ma- 
ny Things for their mutual Edification and 
Comfort. | | 
I cannot help compaſſionating the Crowd of 
diſappointed Batchelours, who will ſigh over 
Miranda's Letter. What Numbers of gallant 
| Youths 
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Youths will be reduced to wear the Badge of 
Forſaken Lovers! I am apt to believe, Wil- 
low may bear as good a Price in the Market 
to Morrow, as Oak-Branches have born for 
the Three laſt Years, on the Twenty-ninth 

of May. It is the hard Fate of our Sex (to 

-which, nevertheleſs, every Honeſt Man will 

think it reaſonable to ſubmit ) that, though 
à @ vertuous Woman be a World of Happineſs, 
yet her Charms are not diffuſive ; and ſhe 
has it not in her Power to bleſs more, than 
one Man. 
If, amongſt the Admirers of Miranda, there 
happens to be a Poet, whoſe Heart is Proof a- 
gainſt the ſad Tidings of this Day; I hope he 
will call upon his Muſe to endite my fair Pu- 
pil's Epithalamium ; that there may be no 
Ceremony wanting to do Honour to ſo extra- 
ordinary a Marriage: The Subject is New; 
and promiſes no ſmall Glory to the Genius, 


who ſhall verſify upon it, with Succeſs, 
| of : ; 
10 T1: 
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To the FREE-THINKER, 


June, 18. 1719. 
WHERE are now about Ten 
Months expired, ſince I depar- 
FLAT, ted from Aleppo, to return to 
England. When I left that 
City, the following Account of 
a Love-Adventure was the reigning Subject 
of Diſcourſe; and I can my ſelf atteſt the 
Truth of the greateſt part of the Relation, I 
© lend you. 3 ; | 
* THeRE was erchant in Aleppo, 
« whom I ſhall conceal under the Name of 
Lucius, who lived {ſix or ſeven Years ago) 
in Florence ; where he made his Addreſſes to 
| a Lady 


La) nA A 
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© a Lady of ſingular Beauty and Modeſty. By 
his conſtant Care to oblige her, and by re- 
© peated Affurances of his unalterable Love 
© and Fidelity, he at laſt entirely gained her 
© Eſteem, and engaged her Affections. By 
© degrees, their mutual Love grew to ſuch a 
© Height, that it became a Proverb in Florence ; 
© and every fond, faithful Pair of Lovers were 
© dignify'd by the Names of Lucius and Mar- 
cia. For Reaſons beſt known to Them- 
© ſelves, they thought it proper to defer their 
© intended Marriage : In the mean time, Af- 
* fairs of an extraordinary Concern forced 
Lucius into diſtant Countries; and, at laſt; 
© obliged him to make Aleppo his' Place of 
© Reſidence. 

© At ſo great a Diſtance, his Thoughts were 
© never abſent from his dear Marcia ; he con- 
© veyed them to her by Letters, in the moſt 
© paſſionate Language ; and till aſſured her, 
* that he impatiently longed to reviſit 
- © Florence, to compleat his Happineſs. But, 
© notwithſtanding he wrote frequently, yet 
« (to his great Surpriſe) he received no An- 
« {wer from the Lady. This unaccountable 
« Diſappointment became very grievous to 
c him; and nothing but the Embarraſſment 
and perpetual Hurry of his Buſineſs could, 

in 
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© in any Meaſure, have diverted the Ungaſi- 
© neſs of his Mind. 

_ © It happened in the mean time, that he 
© grew into an Acquaintance with a Perſon 
< of great Note in Aleppo, who was happy in 
© a Daughter, that was the Wonder of her 
© Sex, for Beauty and Sweetneſs of Temper. 
* Crowds of Admirers made their Addrefles 
* to her, daily; but, in vain : For, ſhe tacit- 


* ly loved Lucius; and could not prevail up- 
© on her Heart to approve of any other Man. 


* He foon perceived Lavinia's growing Paſ- 
, - lion; ; and as ſoon armed himſelf with the 
* firmeſt Reſolutions, never to forfeit his Fi- 


© delity to his beloved Marcia: Though in 
© ſecret, he blamed her cruel Silence; and to 


© himſelf te proached her the more, becauſe 
© he could not ſo much as gueſs at the Cauſe 
of it. 


© Perplexed with continual ' Doubts and 
Fears, he at laſt wrote a long tender Epiſtle 


< to her, full of the moſt endearing Expoſtu- 
© lations, which he put under Cover to an 
© intimate Friend in Florence ; deſiring him to 
© wait on Marcia, and deliver the Encloſed, 
© with his own Hand, to the Object of his 
© Deſires. When this Gentleman came to 
£ acquit himſelf of the Commands of the 
* abſent 


{ 
ö 


[ 
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t abſent Lover; to his Amazement, the 
Lady refuſed to receive the Letter he 
brought: And, without explaining herſelf, 
c left him with an Air of Diſdain. By the 
© firſt Poſt, he acquainted Lucius with the 
© Manner of his Reception; who behaved 
© himſelf with all the ſeeming Moderation of 
Mind, under his Affliction; though it in- 
$ wardly preyed upon. his Spirits. He knew 
© not which way to turn his Thoughts; nor 
© what Reſolutions he ſhould take. The 
© Vehemency of his Love preſſes him to leave 

© Aleppo; But, the Urgency of his Affairs for- 
© bids his Departure. 


The Uneaſineſs of his Mind encreaſed, 


© from Day to Day; inſomuch, that his 
Melancholy was obſerved by all his Friends, 
© and particularly by Lavinia. She would 
* often tell him, that undoubtedly be was 
nin Love; and, at the ſame time, endea- 
'© youred to hint to him, by every Motion of 
© her Eyes, and every Accent of her Tongue, 
© that the herſelf was tormented by the like 
© Paſſion, which ſhe had catched from him. 
© Lucius began to like her Converſation ; 
* preſerving till his Truth to Marcia. La- 
6 wvVinia finding him inſenſible to all her 
Charms, is at laſt no longer able to . 
beer 
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© her Love; and ſhe ſickens to a Degree, 
that the Phyſicians deſpair of her Life. Her 
Maid (the only Confident ſhe had) ſeeing 
* her Lady in this deſperate Condition, goes 
of her own Accord to Lucius, and diſcloſes 
to him the Cauſe of Lavinia's Indiſpoſition. 
* Hereupon, Lucius, filled with à generous 
« Compaſſion, inſtantly viſits the ſuffering 
Virgin. By the Kindneſs of his Speech, and 
© the Gentleneſs of his Behaviour, he com- 
* poſes her reſtleſs Thoughts; revives her 
* Spirits; and reſtores her, by Degrees, to 
perfect Health, 
© Lavinia's Charms now ſhine out, in their 
© full Luſtre; and Lucius feels their Power: 
© Yet, ſtill he reſolves, not to injure Marcia ; 
© and, to ſtand juſtify'd in all his Conduct. 
© For this Reaſon, he writes the following 
Letter; which 1 copied from what was ſaid 


* to-be the Original, in alan. 


TOW have 1 delirred ſuch unkind 

„11 Treatment, from my deareſt Marcia; 
e in whoſe f are all my Joys? Can it 
« be true, that you ſhould reje& me with 
« Scorn? Was it kindly done, to refuſe Ad- 
«© mittance to the Meſſenger of Love? Was 
it like Marcia; in whoſe Breaſt, I thought 
Vor. III. Q ” Love | 


Soar — — — —- p — — — — 
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- 
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Love and Conſtancy made their Abode? 


4 Is jt poſſible? And, am I then deceived? 
« How ſhall I believe it, while I am able to 
* recolle& the happy Moments, we employ'd 


c in the Extaſies of Love? I remember well 
« your Vows, and tender Proteſtations ; your 


« endearing Looks, and ſoft Embraces ; toge- 
ce ther with the gentle Sighs, and tumultuous 


« Raptures, of your Breaſt. Then, one Soul 


* ſeemed to animate us Both. But, why do 
J cheriſh the Remembrances of my paſt 


« Happineſs; ſince, they only encreaſe my 
ce preſent Anxiety ? I ſhould) rather wiſh to 
« renounce all Memory; and endeavour to 

« forget Marcia: Then, ſhall my Mind be 
« in Peace, again. Accuſe not my future 
Conduct: Marcia only is to K4 if ever 
© ſhe * forſaken by, 


 Lvcivs 


© Luciue waited long, to know the Succeſs 


© of this Letter: But, no Anſwer came. 
C Lavinia, in the mean time, was induſtrious 


© to engage his Heart by the whole Power of 


© her Beauty, and the Pleaſantneſs of her 
5 Converſation. 
s to improve Lavinia's Charms; and in. the 


Marcia's Unkindneſs helped 


End, Lucius (tized with fruitleſs Expecta- 
22 tions) 


Ya 
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© tions) reſigned himſelf to marry Lavinia: 
len the News of this Marriage reached 
the Ears of Marcia, her former Scorn for- 
© ſook her; and Rage, and Love, and Re- 
«© ſentment, over-powered all her Reaſon. In 
© her Phrenzy, ſnhe vowed the Unhappineſs of 
* the diſtant Lovers. She immediately left 
© Florence; and, embracing the firſt Opportu- 
© nity of a Paſſage, ſhe arrived at Aleppo, in 
© the Apparel of a Man. She ſoon found 
* out Luciur; who knew her not, through 
© her Diſguiſe, She delired to impart her 
© Buſineſs to him, in private: Luriur, here» - 
1 * upon, retiring with her into a_ ſepardte A» 
* partment; ſhe drew. a Piſtol out of her 
* Boſom, 2 ſhot him dead; then, with a 
Dagger, the immediately ſtabbed Far to 
6 the Heart. „ 
* When I left the Place, e was in a 
* moſt deplorable Condition; inſomuch, that 
* it was ſuppoſed, ſhe would not long ſur- 
+ vive the {ad Diſaſter. The mighty Dil] " 
© atnongſt the Love-Caſuiſts was; whom moſt 
© to blame? Some thought Lucius in the 
* wrong to marry, before he had ſeen, or heard 
from, Marcia: Others blamed the whole 
Conduct of Marcia: But, all agreed in 
. „ poor Lavinia. 
Q2 Friday, 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


E. 
| 
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* 


N the Eighth of May, I pro- 
"= miſed ſoon to open a freſh Parcel 
oy of Knowledge ; which I ſhall, this 

Day, begin to diſtribute amongſt 
1 Diſciples. I have already finiſhed my Pre- 
liminary and Supplemental Diſcourſes ; alt, 
1 hope, I have prepared the Minds of many of 
my Countrey-men to take the Dye of Com- 
mon Senſe ; that their Underſtandings may be 
engrained in Reaſon, and the Stains of Pre- 
judice Joſt in the full and bright Tincture of 
ſound Philoſophy. 

To change my'Metaphor, and to give this 
Set of Lectures a proper Denomination, by 
which they may be all remembred z, , 


* * 7 * 
1 
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ſhall call them the Porch of Knowledge: The 
which, I ſhall now open to my Diſciples, as 
the immediate Entrance into the Temple of 

Philoſophy ; into which I ſhall. hereafter intro- 
| duce them. acts , | „ wer 
| SocrdTEs mentions a Story of Thaler, one of 
the wiſe Men of Greece, to whom the Pre- 
cept at the Head of this Paper. is aſcribed; 
that, as he walked, one Night, with his Eyes 
intent upon the Stars, he fell into a Pit. 
Hereupon, Thratta (a ſmart, facetious Female) 
who attended him on this Occaſion, ſaid to 
him; It is an unpardonable Overſight in you, 
to fix your whole Attention on the Heavens, 
ſo as to neglect more obvious Things of a 
nearer Concern, that lie beneath your Eyes, 
juſt at your Feet. Thratta's Raillery is a Leſ- 
ſon of Wiſdom, that admoniſhes us, in our 
Purſuit of Knowledge, tv begin with the 
Study of Ourſelves; before we carry our 
Searches on, to Contemplations more remote. 

A compleat Knowledge of Thyſelf is the 
moſt ſolid Foundation, on which to raiſe 
the Superſtructure of every other Kind of 
Knowledge. Know Thyſelf, therefore, in the 
firſt Place; that is, make a diligent and 
exact Scrutiny into the Diſpoſition and into 
the Integrity of thy ſeveral Faculties; that 
Q 3 thou 
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thou mayeſt judge, how compleatly they are 
qualify'd for the Diſcharge of their reſpective 
Offices; and obſerve, on the other Hand, the 
Defe&ts, as the Weakneſs, Narrowneſs, ot 
any other Imperfection, under which they 
may labour. e ee 

he Endowments of all Perſons Fo not 
equal: And fince, the Abilities of n6 Man 
can ever exceed the Degrees of Excellency 
and Perfection allotted to them by Nature; 
our firſt Care and Study ſhould be to diſcover, 
and make a juſt Eſtimate of, the true Force 
of our natural Powers; and then, to enquire 
into the Improvements, they may be capable 
of; and how far they may be enlarged by, or 
what additional Strength they may receive 
from, Diſcipline. And, there is the greater 
Neceflity to proceed in this important Scruti- 
ny into Ourſelves deliberately, by fevere and 
impartial Reflections; ſince, on the Juſtneſs 
of -our Obſervations herein, will depend the 
proper Uſe and Application of our ſeveral 
Faculties, as well as the Certainty of the 
Opinions, we ſhall (in any future Studies) 
adopt for Truths. ea 
It is from the general Omiſſion of this Self. 
Examination, that Mankind (almoſt univer- 
ally) either miſapply their Talents; or fall 


upon 
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upon wrong Methods of regulating and im- 
proving their Faculties; or run into various 
Abſurdities; or laſtly, take Appearances for 
Realities. Hence it is, that Pumilio, a light- , 
timbered, dapper Youth, who might make 
an eminent Figure upon a Race-Horle at New- 
Market, would give any Price for a Commiſ. 
fon tö lirut before a Company of Grenadiers. 
Therſites, who has a Genius admirably turned 
to excell in Languages, affects to expoſe hi, 
aukward Shape in Publick Dancings; and, in. 
ſtead of covering Himſelf with a Domaine, 
dreſſes for Maſquerades in the Habit of a 
Running-Foot-man. Philamthes, who has all 
the Extravagancy of Imagination, that makes 
_ a Groteſque-Poet, inſtead of endeavouring to 
tame the Wildneſs of it by the Study of Lo- 
gick or Mathematicks, enflames it by readi 
ablais and Orlando Furioſo. Flavus, who has 
iar Talent for Mechanicks, and has a 
| 11 Jaundice in his Conſtitution, is un- 
fortunately bent upon the Contemplation of 
Colours: and Florio, who ranges Nothing me- 
thodically, but a Cabinet of Medals, has of 
late turned his Head to Politicks, and aſpires to 
regulate the State. 
.. Moxtoves ; ſinee the Diſcoveries, we make 
5 enquiring into and experiencing the Force, 
, "ES | and 
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and Extent, and Aptitude, of our. Abilities, 
are of ſuch Moment, that without this Know- 
ledge we muſt remain under Uncertainties, 
with relation to all our future Attainments ; 


it ſeems not ſufficient, that we have once 
made a diligent Search into Ourſelves : Be- 


cauſe, we cannot be ſure, that our Faculties 
continue in the ſame Condition, unleſs we 
perpetually renew our Enquiries about them. 
And the Neceſſity of recurring (from Time to 
Time) to a ſtrict Review of our Faculties ap- 
pears, not only from the Alterations, which 
Diſtempers, and other Accidents, may in- 
troduce ; but even, from the flow Changes, 
that (like the Shadow upon the Dial) inſen- 
ſibly ſteal upon Nature, in her ordinary Courſe. 

The ſucceſſive and gradual Variations of 
Nature are viſible, throughout the whole Crea- 
tion; and may be obſerved in all Beings, whe- 
ther Animate or Inanimate. But, to take a 
General View of them in Man, who is the 
Subject of my Diſcourſe ; How weak and in- 
conſiderable are the Abilities of Infancy ; equal- 
lyinfirm, in Body and in Mind! In the Scaſons of 
Puerility and Adoleſcency, our Apprehenſion is 
only ſufficient to obſerve what our Teachers 
Point out to us, as it were with a Feſcue; with- 
out being able to diſcern, whether the Notices, 


* 
- 


791 54 placed 
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placed before us, be True, or Falſe. In the 
next Stage of Life, we grow Adult; an Age, 
in which the Prejudices of Education begin to 
be confirmed, and we reſolve to believe and 
to defend the Opinions and Conceits, inculca- 
ted by our Preceptors; or which come recom- 
mended by the Authority of our admired 
Friends and Companions; or which are eſpou- 
ſed by a prevailing Party of Men. Then, we 
climb up into Manhood; and (as from an Emi- 
nency) we look down upon our former fa- 
vourite Notions; and think of enquiring into 
the Validity of the Opinions, which before we 
implicitly adhered to, in the moſt poſitive man- 
ner. Now, we claim the Right of reaſoning, 
and of judging, for our ſelves. Hence, Doubts 
begin to riſe; and we grow jealous of ſome 
latent Impoſition or Colluſion, in the Doctrines 
we have not examined. Such is the Dawn of 
Manly Senſe ; and, as it riſes with an Increaſe 
of Light upon the vain Fables of Nurſes, 
the abſurd Leſſons of ignorant or diſhoneſt 
Teachers, and the crude Notions of empty 
Companions ; the whole Crowd of viſionary 
Ideas vaniſh, as Spectres are ſaid to diſappear 
before the Sun: And real Truths only remain 
viſible, within the clear Horiſon of Reaſon. 


nas this, there is nothing more to be ex- 
pected 
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pected from Man, but to keep up and im- 
prove this Maturity of Senſe, as long as the 
Vigour of Nature laſts ; till his Abilities decay, 
towards the Evening-Twilight of Life. 


- 


Nigg Mandy Jul 20. 1719. 


5 LE nd 


22 


ud autem Tusb. cvevriv, noli putare ad ar- 
rogantiam minuendam ſolum ee dictum; verum 

_ ut bona noſtra norimus. 
Cicrs. 


W__— > * — n 


„ Y laſt Lecture did require a firit 
Attention in my Readers; to 
which I muſt beg leave, this Day, 
A to ſubjoin Another, equally Philo- 
ſophical ; ſince (as it is the Sequel of the for- 
mer) they will, by ſtanding together, reflect 
a Light reciprocally on each other, 
Now, becaule it generally happens, that 


the Morning of Life is waſted, before Men ſe- 
rioully enter upon the Study of Themſelves ; 


0 yet, we can hardly be ſtyled reaſonable, 
before 
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before we have made ſome Progreſs in this 
important Knowledge: I adviſe my youthful 
Diſciples, not to negle& the Task of Self- 
Examination, from the firſt Moment they be- 
gin to reflect, and to be conſcious that they 
are endowed with Faculties, which riſe above 
meer Senſation. The Powers of Reaſon 
ſhould be ſummoned early, and commanded 
betimes upon Duty; that the Animal Life, 
which commences long before the Rational, 
may be ſhortened ; and that, Men may enjoy 
the greateſt Portion of their Time, in the Di- 
ſtinction and Dignity of their Nature. 

. Philoſophy teaches us to compute the Life, 
the Age and Growth, of Man, not from his 
Birth, not by his Stature, nor bodily Strength, 
nor by the Perfection of his Limbs; but, from 
the Point of Time, in which he commences 
Rational; or is able (in other Words) to re- 
flect upon his own Actions, his own. Know- 
ledge, and his own Abilities. Neither, are 
the ſpecious of Reaſon to be al- 


lowed of, in this Philoſophical Method of 
computing the Age of Man. Who knows 
not (for Inſtance) that the common Tranſ- 
actions of Buſineſs, and the ordinary Affairs of 
Life, may be carried on (by Perſons bred in 
them from their Childhood) and brought to a 

| Concluſion 
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Concluſion, by habitual Forms and Modes of 
Acting, that can hardly be ſaid to flow from 
any Degree of Reflection. Quotidianary 
Words, and Actions, and even ſet Forms of 
Thinking, which Education or Cuſtom may 
have preſcribed, do not riſe above the Powers 
of Mechaniſm, more than the Soul of a Min- 
ſtrel exerts it ſelf, when his Fingers move re- 
gularly upon his Inſtrument, in his wonted 
Performances of Muſick. Neither, does the 
ordinary Courſe of Converſation, of Reading, 
of Writing, or even of Speaking in Publick, 
give convincing Evidences, that any Perſon 
has begun a Rational Life. Theſe Operations 
may be all performed, chiefly by the Aſſiſtance 
of the Animal Spirits, without the Interven- 
tion of Reaſon ; which is the Reſult of Re- 
flection. And the Man, who has unfortu- 
nately compleated Thirty, or Forty, or per- 
haps Fifty Years, without employing his Fa- 
culties to nobler Purpoſes, is but a Senſitive 
Being; an Animal, upon the Level with a 
managed Horſe ; and has not ſo much as 
been born into the Life of a Philoſopher. 


Tux Treaſures of the Mind lie very deep; 
buried under à confuſed Heap of Rubbiſh, 
thrown over them by Paſſions, Pleaſures, In- 
tereſts, Cuſtom, Education, and other Ene- 

| mies 
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mies to Reaſon; It is an Herculean Labour 
to remove this Lumber, and to clear the Soul 
of her Incumberances ; ſo as to come at the 
Riches, that lie concealed beneath this mani- 
fold Heap of Prejudices. And even then, it 
will not be eaſy to make a diſtin Inventory 
olf the Furniture of the Mind: Her various 
Riches will be found to lie in great Confu- 
fion ; ſome accumulated, : others diſperſed, 
without Order, Connection, or Relation to 
one another; ſo that, a conſiderable Portion of 
her valuable Stores will eſcape the negligent 
and incurious Obſerver : And, even when 
they are diſcovered, a Quickneſs of Thought 
(like the Livelineſs of an acute Sight) is ne- 
ceſſary, to ſeiſe on the firſt Notices of them; 
Sagacity to purſue them, in all their Shaper, 
and Prudence, to make the proper uſe of 
them: Qualifications, which ſeldom. concur, 
but in the advanced Seaſon of Life..- Laftly, 
Time and Leiſure is required to clear up all 
Ambiguities ; and Impartially to weigh the 
Objections, which are conceived and urged a- 
gainſt- New or Revived Speculations, through 
Prejudice or Intereſt ; by which means many 
excellent Hints and Diſcoveries have been ex- 
tinguiſhed, with their Authours; and many. 
kindling Truths ſmothered, before they could 
; be 
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be raiſed into a bright Flame, and delivered 
to the Care of an Inquiſitive Maſterly Genius, 
who might be able to defend them, and bring 
them to thine out, in their full Heat and 
Me gr 
The Man, who ſearches diligently into his 
own Fund of Real Knowledge, and has nicely 
rar bo hee 60 he up 
withal in Philoſophy, will not be ſatisfied 
with skimming over the Surfaces of Arts and 
Sciences; nor with dwelling only on the 
Faſhionable Writings, ſo as to keep Pace with 


the Philoſophers of his Age ; — will pene- 
trate farther, and cut out his Paſſage through 
all. the Obſtacles, that would bar up his 
Communication with Truths ; even though 
they lie never ſo far out of the ordinary Road, 
and never ſo remote from the Obſervations 
and Opinions of his Contemporaries. As he 
. deeper into Himſelf, he will meet with 
ſh Mines 


| in which he will diſcover Veins - 
of Knowledge, branching out diverſly, and 
inſerted into others; which, though they ſpring, 
not from the ſame original Sources, yet. 
nevertheleſs, maintain a ſecret Correſpondence 
among Themſelves. But theſe curious Diſ- 
coveries, indeed, cannot be-made without the 


Ae of certain nn and Auxiliary 
| Knowledges; 
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Knowledges ; nor, before we have familiarized 
our Minds to Attention, and Steadineſs of 
Thought, by repeated Exerciſes, and a long 
Habit of Recollection. 6 
The Underſtanding of every Man is, at 
firſt, but poorly furniſhed with a few Simple 
Ideas; when in time, by long Reflection 
upon One or Two. fruitful Hints, its Riches 
viſibly encreaſe: Upon this Fund, we enlarge 
our Commerce; and launch out after diſtant 
Truths; ſteering our Courſe, through the 
wide Ocean of Errours, by the Compaſs of 
Reaſon, Happy it the Man (ſays Solomon) 
that findeth Wiſdom, and the Man, a ep 
Underſtanding : For, the Merchandiſe of it 
better than the. Merchandiſe of Silver; and the 
Gain thereof, than fine Gold: She is more precious 
than Rubies ; and all the Things, thou canſt de- 
fire, are not to be compared unto her, 
Upon the Whole; Multitudes of Men of 
great Abilities have lived uſeleſs to the 
World, merely for want of knowing, in Time, 
the natural Strength and the proper Improve- 
ment of their Faculties; and, through not ap- 
_ plying their Thought to the Inveſtigation of the 
concealed Treaſures of their Mind: And 
Many likewiſe, by a wrong Application of their 
Talents, have been able to propagate, and to 
authorize 
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authorize ſuch Falſhoods and Superſtitions and 
Inhumanities, as are the perpetual Bane of 
Society : So that, their perverted Abilities 
and Diligence have proved the Calamity of 
Mankind. A great Genius is a fertile Soil ; 
and ſhould be ſown, early, with the moſt uſeful 
Seeds of Knowledge: Otherwiſe, it will be 
over-run with the inſignificant, or the poi- 
ſonous Weeds, that ſhoot up in Underſtand- 
ings, warmed by the Intereſts, the Prejudices 
and the Paſſions, of a vicious World. In this 
Cultivation, there are almoſt infinite Degrees : 
And, though the common Herd of Men (like 
the Vulgar Husbandman in Agriculture) ſtop 
Mort, and never think of exceeding the Improve- 
ments, to which they are limited by Cuſtom; 
yet, a Perſon of a more than ordinary Capaci- 
ty mould run through all the Arts of Culture, 
to embelliſh the Garden of his Mind with 
Exotick, as well as Native, Curioſities; and 
ſhould ranſack every Seaſon and every Cli- 
mate of Philoſophy, for any Plant or any 
Flower of Knowledge, that may be of uſe, 
or may prove an Ornament, to himſelf, or to 


his Countrey. 


- Fraay, 
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Ad vada Meandri concinit albus olor. 


Nec, quia te noſira ſperem prece poſſe moverl, | 
| OE adverſo vo vimus iſta deo. 
A OVv1D, oye 
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E lovely Mira is a Collection 
= of W a compleat Syſtem 

LI of Beauty: Her Humour, her 
Air, her Speech, her Perſon, 
e and her Features, conſpire to diftinguiſh her, 
the Daughters of Britain. I ſaw 
e — I admited her; and I loved her: Nei- 
e ther, did I love in vain, Cynthia, through 


gone whole Revolution, ſhone not upon a 
Vor. III. R _ © Swain 


4%. 
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Is 
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Swain more bleſt, than Thyrſis ; and every 

© Morning in May opened to my Eyes, not 
© half ſo mild, not half fo pos bloom. 
© ing, as Mira. Succeſsful, to the Fondneſs 
© of my Wiſhes; my growing Paſſion, fluſht 

© by Hopes, did ſcarce admit a Fear. But, 
5 Oh, how deceitful are the Joys of Lovers 
, The: Charming Mira diſappointed my, Vilit, 
Sone Evening; and left the following Billet 
for me, which awakened me from _ 


« flattering Dream of Happineſs. 


"© FIN CE, the good Onalities, which ſoon and 


0 effeftually recommended you to my Eſteem, have 


© been already rewarded by a Woman of Merit; 


I muſt beg of you, that we may become 
© Strangers,” for the future: For, Tam firmly re- 


= ſolved, that the united Perfettion of your 


© whole Sex ſhall never influence. me to, alter my 
© Condition with any Man, leſt a, Nonice: in 


Q _ Hymen' 5 ſacred. * "ww 


Kt MINA. 
„ Wen ds, cannot. enpreſs the Concern, 1 
© felt- upon reading theſe: Lines. Mira had 
Herd to: 2 5 and 


7 the 
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© the Poſſeſſion of a vertuous Woman, for a 

© few Months, was adjudged ſufficient to ex- 
© hauſt a young Man's Affections; or, at leaſt, 
© to damp them to fach a Degree, as to ren- 


« der them not worth the Acceptance of a 
; Virgin. 1 could 1 do * Or rather, 


She vaniſhed ill, as I 1 nor, ever 

vouchſafed to make the leaſt 1 to 
my fond Expoltalations, and my cy 
, Complaints. 


How often is the natural Garrent — 5a 
« Inclinations driven back, by a Tide of 
Prejudice? And how diſproportioned do the 
© moſt beautiful Objects appear, through the 
« deceitful Glaſs of falſe Opinion ? I Youth; 
and Faith, and an unſully d Fame, could have 

© engaged the too nice Ho of Mira; then, 
© had Thyrſis never been wretched. But, a 
© Lover's Merit ſubliſts wholly in the Opinion 
« of the Fair. Mira is loſt ; and Thyyſis wn 
© left to count his Sighs, 3 


© love, no more 


© This Morning's Sun beheld the Sh 
Maid reſign her Charms, for ever, to ano- 
© ther. All Nature ſeemed to ſmile on her 


R 2 : Noptials, 
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© Nuptials, with auſpicious Omens. The 
© ruddy Streaks of Light, which beautified 
© the Dawn, ſeemed to foretell the Bluſhes 
© of the Bride: The Sun roſe with unuſual 
© Luſtre ; rejoicing to run his Courle, like 
© the Bridegroom coming forth from his 
Chambers: The freſh Stillneſs of the Air 
© betokened the future Peace and Happineſs 
© of the loving Pair : The flowery Fields 
© yied with their Nuptial Dreſs: The Birds 
© warbled out their Hymeneals: All was gay; 
© and Nothing ſad, but Thyfis. Neither, did 
© ungenerous Paſſions diſturb his Breaſt; nor, 
© was his Grief of a malignant Nature. In- 
© 'deed, he often accuſed his own hard Fate; 
yet, ſtill he bleſt the lovely Bride; nor, 
even encouraged one unkind Wiſh to Da- 
non; ſince, he now was Part of Mira. Un- 
© able to improve, and yet unwilling to 
© 'diſturb, thoſe Joys, he could not ſhare ; 
© 'Thyrſis retired into a ſolitary Grove: Where, 
to ſooth the Anguiſh of his Heart, and 
© juſtify his Sorrow, he addreſſed the follow- 
© ing Lines to the fortunate Raviſher of all 
i his Hopes, | 


To 
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To my ſucceſsful RI VAL. 
THRICE happy Damon ! to thy longing Arm: 
Has Mira, now, refign'd her Virgin Charms ! 


O, may ſhe ſtill improve thy rapturous Joy 
** never can her 8 10 Endearments w. 


' Trice his Com ! prize thy beauteous Store ; 
Nor Heaven can grant, nor Mortal covet, more. 
And, when that Face (where blooming Innocence. 
Unſulhy d. ſhines) leſs Luſtre ſhall diſpenſe ; 

May Time, for every Charm be weakens there, 

With ſome new Veriue recompence the Fair; 

That ſo, thy riper Paſſion ſtill may find "TM 

Freſh Beauties, in her undecaying Mind, 

So, hall enamoured Mira find in Thee. A uk 

That Love, that Faith, fac might. have found 
in Me. 


Thy Rival once, thy Rival now no more, 
Unenvied bids thee, all her Sweets explore ; 
R 3 And 
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And, curſt by thy prevailing Deſtiny, 

Fill ſborwers down Bleſſings on thy Bride and 
r | 
Compelled by Fate, the Charmer I reſign ; 

Nor will I, gt thy happier Lot, repine : 

The Love of Mira bas my Soul refined ; 

And, from UNgenerous Paſſions, purged my Mind, 


Had Heaven beflow'd the glorious Prize on Me, 
And You like Thyrſis lov'd, if that can be; 
Imparadiſed within the Fair One's Arms, 

Bleſt in ber Smiles, and Lord of all her Charms, 
Even then, reflefling on the Foys you loſt, 
A. generous Sympathy ſome Sighs had coft : 


By my own Foys I ſhould have guefs'd your Pain, 


And almoſt wiſ/d, you had not lov'd in vain; = 
To Fate alone have given the dear Succeſs, 
Nor thought my Merit greater, nor yours leſs. 


nA! 
9: 


% 


Ne 140 The FREE-THINKER; | 263 


'0!if a Wretch, dead-frozin by Diſc dain, 
Can der by ſunny Love bt warm'd again ; | 
Then qulcth, Heaven, bright Mira's Loſt repair 


B ſome kind Nymph, Compaſſionate as Fair. 


May Mira's milder Glanees arm her Eye; 

Her Cheeks , may Mira's modeſt Crimſon dye; 

Her Smiles, may Mita's winning Swectneſs grace; 
And Mira's Lillier bloſſom in her Face: 
The ſame her Features, be ber Mind the ſame ; 
And Mira's Vertnes add to Mita's Frame. 


T hen, to compleat the Workmanſhip divine, » 
Give her a Heart as true and fond as mine : 


With mutual Flames our faithful Boſoms warm; 


Let her like Thyrſis Love, like Mira Charm. . | 
] ack no more ; in Love compleatly bleſt, 
Let Avarice and Ambition take the Reſt. 


FTI charming Mira needs not bluſh, I. 
© hope, to find herſelf diſcovered in ſo re- 
C * a Manner; when J inform you, that 


5 R + MI ra 
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Mira and Miranda are the ſame. A Flame, 
£ fo pure as her bright Eyes have lighted up, 
© may ſtill be cheriſhed without Blame: Nor, 
5 can my juſt Eſteem for her great Merit be 
© any Wrong to Miranda, to Damon, or to 
5 myſelf. 2 | 
© The Publication of theſe artleſs Lines 
F will be ſolely attributed to a neglect in 
© Mr. Free-T hinker's ingenious Correſpondents, 
© on the Occaſion of Miranda's Marriage. 
© Rather let the Dictates of an unpracticed 
* Muſe fink into Oblivion, together with that 
_ © fucceſsleſs Paſſion, which gave Birth to them, 
* than ſuffer them to interrupt your more 
© uſeful Studies; which ſo much oblige and 
f edify the reaſonable World, and in particu- 


fla, SIR ; 
Your profeſt 


Admirer, 
THYRSIS 


*MIRANDA gave Notice, in the 
laſt Letter I received from her, that 
the was to be marryed on the Sixth 
Inſtant. I have, fince then, received 
ſeveral Letters with Verſes, to celebrate 
her Nuptials; which are very much to her 
Honour, and to the Credit of her Lovers. 

| — — — ; - — — 
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There is a peculiar Spirit of Gallantry in the 
_ Paſſion, with which ſhe inſpired her Admirers: 
At the ſame time, that each expreſſes a ſenſi- 
ble Concern for his own Diſappointment ; 
they all conſpire to wiſh her Happineſs, with 
their fortunate Rival. I have not Room to 
inſert their ſeveral Performances; - and the 
Reaſon, why I have fixed upon that of Thyr- 
ſis, is | becauſe he ſeems to be the moſt 
tender-hearted of all the complaining Can- 
didates. 

I know, my Readers are very inquiſitive 
about the Lady, who has held this long Cor- 
reſpondence with me; and, many ſtill imagine 
the Whole to be an Invention of my own : 
But, I myſt once more aſſure them of the 
Contrary. The ſeveral Letters of Miranda 
came to me in the ſame Female Character; 
and I am as much at a Loſs, as any of my 
Readers, to gueſs who this fair Pupil of mine 


may be. 
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No 141. Monday, July 27. 1719. | 
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Erba & hv nquetves, de fv elnovr wiyres. 
Hes 10D: 


Have raiſed the * Firſt Column 
of the Porch of Knowledge ; and, 
I own, I am impatient to ere 
the Second: This done, I ſhall 
ow my Scholars a ſufficient Leiſure to 
ſtudy the Characters inſcribed on theſe Two 
Pillars, before I make any farther Advances in 
this Philoſophical Piece of Architecture. 

Ur on a diligent and impartial Enquiry 
into Ourſelves, we ſhall find that a Mind, 
rightly qualify'd for the Reception of Truth, 
ſhould be capable of taking the Repreſenta- 


* 
1 * 
- 
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tions and Images of Things ſet before it, in 
as lively, as diſtin, and exact a Manner, as 
a Mirrour of fine Glaſs ( exquiſitely pgliſhe 
and adjuſted) reflects the Objects preſent 
to it, without any Alteration. A wrong 
Mind, like a falſe Glafs, does either pas 
or diminifh, the Figures of Things ; or, poll: 
_ bly, it multiplies or leſſens their Number; 
or inverts their Situation, or confounds their 
natural Order: Sometimes, it falſiſies the 
Proportions of an Object, breaks all its Sym» 
metry ; divides Parts, that are connected; an. 
connects thoſe, which in Reality are divided. 
And, as we may obſerve in à Glaſs, that is 
either not tryly wrought, or the Metal of 
which is ſtained with ſome Tincture in its firſt 
Compoſition, perhaps by the Deſign of the 
Artiſan; that, it will always caſt its own ig» 
herent Falſity, or complexional Colour, upon 
the various Forms it reffects; ſo an Undet- 
ſtanding, diſcoloured or debaſed by any Alloy 
or impure Mixture, caſts its falſe Glaſſes and 
Miſrepreſentations an all the Nations and 
Images, that come under its Obſervation, . 
Moreover; a juſt and faithful Apprehen» 
ſion gives no adyentitious Luſtre to dark, nor 
any imaginary Beauty to deformed, Originals: 
Neither does it tarniſh, or fully, or darken 
F Originals, 


G4 4 
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Originals, which in themſelves are freſh, or 
fair, or bright. Laſtly; a ſound Underſtan- 
ding does not encreaſe or diminiſh the Motion 
of any Objects, nor ſhorten or lengthen their 
Diſtance, nor extend or contract their Dimen- 
fions ; neither does it enliven dead Pieces, or 
deaden the Activity of Beings full of Life and 
Spirit: But, all the Repreſentations, riſing in 
the intellectual Mirrour, do (in all Reſpects) 
compleatly and preciſely reſemble, and corre- 
ſpond with, the Originals, of which they are 
the Types. 

Such is the Mind happily qualify d to receive 
the ſublime Truths of Philoſophy, in their 
real Shapes and Colours; and to reflect upon 
them without deceiving others, or being itſelf 
deceived: Such a Mind alone admits of Im- 
preſſions, which are at once juſt and ſtrong; 
and, when it is thoroughly clear in the Diſ- 
cernment of them, is enabled to communi- 
cate them diſtinctly, and as it were to point 
them out by proper Language, to inferiour 
Underſtandings, who (of themſelves) com- 
prehend Things but darkly; and yet, are able 
to make conſiderable Improvements, and to 
ſee clearly, when they are enlightned by the 
Inſtructions of a ſuperiour Genius. 


As 
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As it is very rare to find a Glaſs, that does 
Juſtice unexceptionably to Objects, in every 
nice Circumſtance; ſo likewiſe, is it yet more 
uncommon to be bleſt with an Underſtanding, 
in which all the Repreſentations of Things 
are abſolutely adequate to the Forms them - 
ſelves. But, notwithſtanding this exquiſite 
Juſtneſs of Conception is granted to very few. 
(if to any) Mortals; yet, ſhould. it be the 
Ambition of every Lover of Truth, to en- 
deayour to approach this Standard of a Right 
 Apprehenſion, as near as the Perfection of his 
Nature will allow. eee ter ni 
Tu Philoſopher Heraclitus was famous for 
ſaying, that he ſearched into, and conſulted 
Himſelf, on all Occaſions; that he was Self- 
taught; and traced out the ſubtil Operations. 
of Nature, by - obſerving the Appearances or 
the Reſult of them, in his own Mind. This 
Habit of Reflection gained him ſo great a 
Veneration, that the Hiſtorians ſpeak with 
Admiration of his great Authority amongſt 
the . People. When his Fellow-Citizens of 
Epheſus baniſhed his Companion Herinodorut, 
who had governed their Aﬀairs with the 
greateſt Wiſdom ; he declared it to be his 
Opinion, That all the Adult Epheſians merit- 
ed Death: And, that the City thould be left 

* to 
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to the riſing Generation; ſince thete was 
hopes, They might receive Inſtruction: But, 
that he deſpaired of the Citizens of Maturi- 
ty, who had confented to banifh their Bene- 
faftont for no other Reaſon, but becaufe he 
was the beſt Man amongſt them. Heraclitus 
diſdained to be the Law-giver of this degene- 
rate People, who could not bear the Prefence 
of Men of great Abilities and Vertue, in their 
City; rightly judging, that the ſame Per- 
verſenefs and Natrownefs of Mind, which made 
them jealous of entruſting Men of Senfe and 
Merit with the Government, would very pro- 
bably defeat all his Counſels, and obſtruct the 
Influence even of the wiſeſt Laws. There- 
fore, he retired to the Temple of Diana; and 
thought it more honourable to. play there 
with the Children, than to ſit at the Helm 
of Government with their abandoned Fathers. 
The World was once bleſt with an Em- 
perour, who profeſſed Philoſophy : He ( as it 
appears by his Excellent Writings) endeavour- 

to reaify lis own Mind, by the continual 
Obſervation of what paſſed within it; and, by 
this means, to found the Knowledge of Men 
and Things, and the Government of the 
World, in the Government and Knowledge 
of himſelf. * In Him, was Wiſdom honoured; 
wy and 
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and in Him, was actually ſeen, what Plato 
was thought extravagant for imagining, That 
Philoſophy could even caſt à Luſtre upon 
Majeſty, and give an additional Dignity to 
the greateſt Prince. But then, it is to be 
lamented, that the Reign of the Imperial Phi- 
loſopher, Marcus Antoninus, was not ſufficient 
fully to ſhew, how happy Society might be 
made under fuck a Governour. The ſpesdy 
Defection from the Precepts of - 
under Cmmodus (countenanced by his diſſolutè 
Manners) ſhewed, the Multitude were not, 
in a ſmall Compal of Time, to be 
made ſo throughly acquainted with the 
Charms of Wiſdom, as to reject ſenſual En- 
joyments, for the refined, Pleaſures of Reaſon; 
which are the ſublime and elegant Satisfackions 
only of Perſons, who are (from Reflection 

conſcious of their own Worthineſs, and © 


their Pre- eminence over the n 
Part of Mankind. 
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Tie pelyparixt; dnopairuv tv whis Thy den nal 
Tiv S, T4 I dv vo mph ypare Tepopiv. 
| D1oGEN. Sinop. 


= 4 


Kees it is not in the Power of Art to 
| py "EY" expreſs an exact Mathematical 
32 Line; ſo, probably, no Human Un- 


1 of Apprehenſion, I have deſcribed. 
Nevertheleſs, the Standard ought not to be 
altered, and brought down to our Imperfec- 
tions; <6 ince, the moſt finiſhed Model ſhould 
always be propoſed as a Pattern : And, there 
muſt be a fixed Point of Perfection ſettled, 
before we can calculate the Degrees of Defi- 
ciency or Variation from it, in our own, or 
others, Underſtandings. There are Firſt, Se- 
cond, and Third Rate Capacities ; from which 
we may count downyards through the lower 

Orders, 


derſtanding ever came up to the 
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Orders, till we deſcend to Minds almoſt 

wholly deſtitute of Apprehenſion, and which 
reflect no Reſemblances of the Objects preſen- 

ted to them. Theſe Things conſidered, I 

thought it neceſſary to give my Diſciples an 
Idea of a Right Underſtanding ; to the Accu- 

racy of which every Free-Thinker ſhould en- 
deavour to approach, as near as he cal. 
There is no Danger of my Scholars learning 
to think too juſtly, or (in my Phraſe) too Free- 
ly; nor, that Men will too nicely examine in- 
to the Truths of Philoſophy ; nor, that they, 
who are naturally unqualify'd, will labour be- 
yond their Strength after an INT!» e 
is ſet far out of their Reach. 

Every Eye is not made to diſcern all vi ble 

Objects, nor to bear every Degree of Light; 
neither, is the Mind of every Man formed to 

conceive all intelligible Notions: and, yet eve- 
ry Eye, that has the ordinary Power of Sight, 
ſees ſufficiently for a Thouſand 'common Uſes; 
and the weakeſt Sight may be aſſiſted by 
Glaſſes : In the like manner, there are few 
A pprehenſi ons, which may not be brought to 
conceive many uſeful Truths rightly. 

There are Underſtandings, which are by 
Nature formed incapable of making Advances 
in Knowledge, anſwerable to the reaſonable 

Vo I. III. S Deſires 
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Deſires of the Will, even with the Aſſiſtance 
and Direction of the ableſt Teachers. Such 
limited Capacities are not qualify d to enlarge 
the Bounds of Philoſophy; to explore the un- 
known Regions of Learning; to diſcover what 
remains yet to compleat Arts and Sciences ; 
nor, even to win back loſt Provinces of Know- 
ledge, from the Encroachments of Ignorance. 
However, theſe ſubordinate Underſiandings, 
in their ſeveral, Ranks, not only may be, but 
actually are, ſerviceable ; when, by a previous 
Self-examination, they apply their Attention 
to ſuch Portions of Learning, as lie level to 
their Abilities, and come within the Sphere of 
their Activity. Though their Speculations 
are confined within narrow Boundaries, yet 
there is till ſufhcient Employment for their 
Ingenuity, by ſtudying to perfect and clear 
up their Notions on ſuch Subjects, as fall 
within their Comprehenſion, The Glory of 
New Inventions belongs but to Few; the 
Praiſe of adding to them may be acquired 
Many : And he, who cannot extend: his 
Thought to great and general Views of 
Knowledge, may be very accurate in ſome 
particular Study. It is not for every. Muſi- 
cian to enrich his Art with en Compo- 


ſitions; 
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ſitions; though, he may learn to perform on 2 
particular Inſtrument, to Perfection. 

Thus, in the Intellectual World there are 
Objects, Scenes and Proſpects, to employ the 
Variety of Underſtandings, ſuitable to their 
ſeveral diſcerning Faculties; either, as the 
Sight of the Mind is ſtrong or weak; or, as it 
ſees Objects diſtinctly at a Diſtance; or, can 
only diſtinguiſh Thoſe, which are near. The 
Philoſopher of an open, dilated Genius may, 
fafely, launch out into the boundleſs Expanſe 
of Thought; and range with Pleaſure through 
the vaſt Regions of Speculation; in which, a 
little Genius would be loſt. Standing as it 
were in the Center, the Man of Genius views 
the Immenſe Ocean of Space, to which Na- 
ture has decreed no Bounds. He contem- 
plates the Line - of Duration, without any 
End forward, and backward without any Be- 
ginning. Where the Penetration of the Eye 
fails, he calls in the Aſſiſtance of Glaſſes, by 
which he is enabled either to diſcern the mi- 
nuter Curioſities of Nature ; or to lengthen 
out his Sight through Tracts of they, 
and to ſurvey the Encloſures in Space, ſet 
out into Worlds, behind which unnumbered 
Worlds exiſt, out of the Juriſdiction of Hu- 
man Knowledge, 
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It is in Philoſophy, as it is in- Trade : 


There are (and it is fit there ſhould be) 
| Wholeſale and Retail Dealers, in the One and 


in the Other. The great Merchant does not 
attend to little Advantages ; and the Philo- 
ſophers of Superiour Faculties, and of the 
moſt univerſal Knowledge, frequently over- 
look the ordinary Powers and Materials of 
Nature, and the more common Methods of 


employing them; ſo that, by omitting to ap- 


ply the more obvious Parts of Knowledge. to 
the Uſes of Life, they frequently fail in con- 
ſummating the glorious Projects, of which 
they had planned out the firſt Deſign. Here 
then, properly comes in the Aſſiſtance of Per- 
ſons, whoſe Studies have not lead them into 


the Mazes 'of general Science; but, whoſe 


whole Obſervation has been confined within 2 
narrow Compaſs, and the Forces of their 
Mind contracted into one Point of Attention. 
They (as they reſpectively apply themſelves) 
are able to reduce into Practice the large ſpe- 
culative Notions, which Men of refined Spi- 
rits, and of a comprehenſive Thought, are 
obliged to leave to their Ingenuity in Mecha- 
nicks. | 
When, upon the Propoſition, mentioned in 
my Hundred and Eleventh Lecture, That Wa- 
ter 
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ter will riſe almoſt to the Height of the Fun- 


tain-Head in a Crooked Tube, large Pipes of 
Lead were at firſt made uſe of to convey 
Water through the Streets; in time, Artiſts 
of inferiour Knowledge improved upon this 
Invention, by introducing bored Elms to be 
laid under ground; which were neither ſo ex- 
penſive, nor ſubject to ſo many Accidents, as 
Tubes of Metal; reſerving the Leaden Pipes 
for the ſmall Feathers, laid into the ſeveral 
Houſes. The late Mr. Saver) likewiſe, 
though he has merited largely from Poſterity 
by the Invention of an Engine, to perfect 
which he was encouraged by a Law in his 
Favour; Nevertheleſs, through his want of 
Knowledge in inferiour Workmanſhip, he 
was not ſo happy as to ſucceed in compleat- 
ing his fine and uſeful Proje& of raiſing and 
diſcharging Water out of the deepeſt Mines, 
by the Force of Fire, ſo as to prevent all Inun- 
dations of the Works under ground. Where- 
as, ſince his Deceaſe, a Perſon, who was poſſi- 
bly not capable of forming ſuch a Project, but 
yet had good Experience in Works of that Na- 
ture, has reduced his whole Deſign into Prac- 
tice, and perfected this curious Engine to far, 
as to make it of extraordinary Service, for 
throwing up Water on all Occaſions, 
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Mr. Faxtt-THiInxeR, Juh 15. 1719. 
lvE me Leave to recommend 
=@& to your Conſideration a Subject, 
bu 7 which may inſtru one Part of 
pour Readers, while it diverts 
the other. The Subject, I mean, is The 
© rorong Turn, many Perſons give to their 
© Induſtry. I know an honeſt Gentleman, 
c who has lived upon Promiſes, till he is 
© Grey; and is grown Withered in the fruit- 
© leſs, aſſiduous Search of a Publick Employ- 
© ment. He is a Man of very moderate 
e Parts; of a Mercantile Education; but, dili- 
gent to a Prodigy; and is already bleſt with 

« a competent Fortune. With theſe hopeful 
Talents, 


e .@ 
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c © Talents, he could not have failed of raiſing 

* a great Eſtate in a Nation of Commerce, 
© had he bent his Induſtry and Ambition to 
© ſhine upon the Exchange. But, Alas! he 
has broken his natural Reſt to attendLevies ; 
had the Misfortune to be whiſpered by a 
Lord Treaſurer ; and unluckily (about ſe- 
© ven Years ago) his Name was publickly an- 
© nexed to a Goed Place, by a Miſtake in the 
© Poſt-Boy. 

Since the fatal Publication of that fatter- 
© ing Article of falſe News, he has doubled 
* his Miſapplication ; And at preſent, he fits 
* up Three Nights in a Week, poring over, 
and tranſcribing out of, Books arid Papers, 
© what can never be of the leaſt uſe to him- 
< ſelf, or any Body elſe. His Family, who 
© are Witneſſes of — Fatigues he undergoes, 
© and are told by him, his Labours tend all to 
* the Service 3 the Publick, are amazed that 
© his Merit ſhould go unrewarded ; and im- 
pute the long Neglect of him to the Cor- 
« ruption and Ignorance of the Great. s 

* The Man has a Formality in his Beha- 
* viour, and a Severity in his Countenance, 
© which the Vulgar miſtake for Wiſdom ; He 
c lives, deceived into the ſame Opinion by 
their Applauſes; carefully avoiding ſuch 

84 Com- 
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© Company, as might awaken him out of this 
© Dream of his Abilities. He had once the 
* Misfortune to print a Twelve-Penny Speci- 
men of his Labours, which brought an Ex- 
© planation upon his Ingenuity, no way to his 
Advantage ; though I hear, he has the Judg- 
© ment of his Barber ſtill on his fide. Pray, 
Mr. Free-Thinker, undeceive this Indefatiga- 
© ble Gentleman, by letting him know, as he 
© pretends to a Publick Spirit, that his Dili- 
«© gence might prove extreamly advantageous 
5 to himſelf, and not uſeleſs to Society, 
© would he humble his. Thoughts to their 
proper Pitch: Whereas, by his preſent Ap- 
* plications, he may grow blind; but, never 
© famous or wealthy. 
© The Son of Sirach has finely ſet forth the 
© Uſefulneſs of the inferiour Occupations, in 
© Life; in order to take Men off from Pur- 
© ſuits, which are not ſuitable to their Con- 
dition or Education. After a very elegant 
© Deſcription of ſeveral Mechanical Trades, 
« he ſays; All theſe truſt to their Hands; and 
© every one is wiſe in his Work, Without theſe, 
e cannot a City be inhabited. And they ſhall not 
© drvell where they will, nor go up and down, 


© They ſball not be ſought for in Public Counſel ; 
? nor ſit high in the Congregation : They ſhall not 
[ * 
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« ſit on the Judge, Seat, nor underſtand the Sen- 
* tence of Fudgment : T hey cannot declare Ju- 
* ſtice and Judgment; and they ſhall not be found 
* where Parables are ſpoken. But, they will 
© maintain the State of the World ; and their Du. | 
c ſire is in the Work of their Graft, n 
© Before I conclude, I muſt farther nne 
© you, for the Good of the Community, to ad- 
* moniſh all the plodding, indocil Incumbents 
© over Folios, not to waſte their Time and 
< their Money, henceforward, upon Books; 
but, to provide themſelves with proper 
© Tools and Inſtruments, to anſwer: the Pur- 
© poſes of Nature, by truſting to their Hands, 
* and relieving their Brain from Studies, to 
F which uy were never deſtined. I . 


SIN 
e Obedien Servant and Well wiſher, 


* T: 


4 D oetw ane D the Letter of this Age: 

2 and friendly Correſpondent to this Day; 

. — it would farther illuſtrate the Do- 
rines nn on Neher *' Two Columns, I 


” Ne 138, 139, 141, 142. 
have 


* 
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have newly finiſhed. As this (to the beſt of 
my Remembrance) is the firſt Sample, I have 
yet vere, of the good Senſe of Mr. J. T. 
e it my Requeſt to him (for my Emo- 
lument, and his own Improvement) — he 
will frequently look into himſelf and others; 
and tranſmit his Obſerva tions, of every Kind, 
to me. 
This Gentleman 6 Letter plainly ſhews, 
how heceſſary it is for every Man to become 
acquainted with himſelf, that he may not 
bow! through Life with a wrong Biaſs. A 
diligent Hand doth not always make rich. 
The abovementioned miſtaken Man is labo- 
riouſly idle; the more Pains he takes, the 
leſs he thrives; and, unleſs he can learn to 


know himſelf, he is in a fair way to impove- 
riſh his Family, by the Sweat of his Brows. 


But, belide the foreſaid Miſapplication, 
there is another ſort of faulty Diligence, 
which is as impertinent, though not ſo com- 
mon, as the former. How many Men are 
there of incredible Application, whoſe whole 
Ambition is to excell in Trifles, as difficult, as 
they are uſeleſs? One ſhall practice inceſſantly 
to acquire the Habit of ſtriking a true Circle, 
by the Gauge of his Hand; Another, to gain 

the 
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the Knack of flinging a ſmall Grain 
the Eye of a Needle; and a Third pride him- 
ſelf upon the Renown of being able to lead-a 
Flea captive in Chains: When, with the ſame . 
Induſtry, rightly employ'd, each of theſe: Vir- 
tuoſos might have grown: -eminent in NE 
uſeful Dexterity. | 
There are, likewiſe, fone Perſons of 6 over- 
abundant Care, who for want of previous 
Reflection, give themſelves up to à ſuper- 
fluous Diligence; and in. without Re- 
laxation, to accompliſh what is already done 
to their Hands. I remember to ai heard 
of a remarkable Inſtance of this Kind of Folly 
in a zealous Proteſtant, in the Reign of King 
James the Second. When the Popiſh Prieſts 
began to appear openly in their flabits, in the 
Streets of Landon; he concluded the Engliſb 
Bible would hot only be ſoon excluded the 
Churches, but totally; deſtroy d, in a ſhore 
time. Therefore, in the Sincerity of his 
Heart, he ſet himſelf the Task of tranſcribing 
every Day a Portion of the Canonical Books : 

And, when he had finiſhed his Work, he 
communicated to a Friend the great Service, 
he had done to Religion; ſhewed him his 
Manuſcript, and faid ; he was going to bury 
it 
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it ſecretly under Ground; in hopes, it might 
in future Times be providentially brought to 
Light, when all the other Copies were redu- 
ced to Aſhes. Hereupon, his. Friend asked 
him; whether it would not have coſt him leſs 
Pains, and anſwered his Intentions more fully, 
to conceal a Number of printed Bibles in dif- 
ferent Places? To which, the poor Man re- 
ply'd, with Aſtoniſhment ; That he never 
thought of the Expedient. 
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. is (aid of the late Duke of Buck- 
"749 ingham, who was famous for being 

e cqually Javiſh of his Wit and his 
Money, that when he invited a 
ſprightly mixt Company to dine with him, 
he would often have a concealed Amanuenſis 
to take Minutes of the Table-Talk; that, in 
the Evening, he might divert his more inti- 
mate Companions with the ſeveral Digreſſions, 
Incoherences, and ' odd Notions, which were 
ſtarted at Dinner. It happened one Day, 
(as my Story goes) that one of the Gueſts, 
who was a Chymiſt, while he was over-eager 
in an Argument, eat Salt with Powdered 
Beef, which the Reſt of the Company thought 
had lain, too long, in the Brine. Hereupon a 
Muſician, who ſat over-againſt the Chymiſt, 
asked him; if he could give a Reaſon for his 
extraordinary 
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extraordinary manner of Diet : The Virtuoſo 
{thinking it a Reflection on his Profeſſion to 
ſeem ignorant in the Uſe of Salts) reply'd; 
the Beef was over-ſeaſoned : And, a general 
Laughter ariſing upon his Anſwer, he grave- 
_ added; That Salt Beef, eaten with Salt, 
was as freſh as freſh Beef; and, in ſome Re- 
ſpecs, freſher : This Aphoriſm, when it came 
to be read at Night, was (for the Singularity 
of it) thought worthy to be recorded, as a 


ſtanding Jeſt upon the Adepts. 

This Pradice of the Duke's might be im- 
proved, to very good Purpoſe, in the Even- 
ing-Converſations of ingenious Men; who, in 
the Run of Diſcourſe, often ſtrike out Obſer- 
vations, which they would be glad to recol- 
lect, the next Morning. To explain my ſelf, 
by an Example: Six Gentlemen (well met) 
ſate, one Evening, over a moderate Bowl of 
punch. A Standiſh and a Sheet of Paper 
< lying on the Table (ſays Bianco) will be 
© no Interruption to Good Fellowſhip: Who 
knows, but we may give the Free-T binker a 
© Holiday, by throwing one Hour's Conver- 
© ſation. into ſome Method ? We have not 
© ſtudied, to converſe only like Brocaded 
Things. Do we not know, that Men ac- 

© cuſtomed to Think, can raiſe uſeful Re- 

| © fletions 
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flections out of the: ſlighteſt: Hints 2* The 
Motion was agreed to: When Fidelio 
ſed, for a Trial of Skill, that every other 
Perſon ſhould. tell a ſhort. Story; upon which, 
his Right- hand Mam ſhould be obliged to fur- 
niſh ſome uncommon Remarks. This Mo- 
tion was like wiſe aſſented to; and they drew 
Lots: Whereby, it was Bianco's Chance to be- 
gin with a Story; which he introduced in the 
following Manner. 
< I congratulate my ſelf doubly upon the 
* Favourableneſs of my Lot ry in that the 
© labouring Oar. does not lie on me; and 
© next, that I have a Partner, whoſe Inven- 
tion can adorn the moſt barren; Subject. 
© Therefore, I ſhall not have recourſe to either 
< Hiſtory or Fiction, for a Story fraught with 
© Inſtruion ; but, give you a late Incident in 
Low Life (the Truth of which I can at- 
« teſt) ſeemingly of little Significancy. 
About the time of the late unnatural.Rebel- - 
c lion, there were Two Foot-Soldiers in He- 
© land, who, upon à Rejoicing Day, were 
« greatly diſtreſſed for want of Powder, 
* to expreſs their Joy. To their Misfor- 
tune, they contrived to get, by Stealth, 
into the Magazine belonging to their Bar- 
< racks; Where, finding no looſe Powder; 
© One 


—U— — 
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One of them had the Ingenuity to pierce 2 


© Barrel, with a red-hot Iron : Inſtantly, the 
whole Store of Powder was blown up; and 
< Both the poor Wretches deſtroyed. 
© I am pleaſed, fays Eupbuer, to obſerve 
© the ſtruggle there is between Mirth and 
© Compaſſion, in all your Countenances, upon 
© this ridiculous Diſaſter. But, my Friend has 
«© ſet me a Task, of which I know not how I 


© ſhall be able to acquit my ſelf. Then, 


5 pauſing a while, he ſaid ;'* We need not be 
very much ſurpriſed at the aukward Ingenuity 
© of this ſimple Fellow, if we conſider ; that 
© Politicians, Courtiers, Divines, Lawyers, 

< Phyſicians, and Merchants, are often guilty 


© of as obvious and fatal Overſights, in their 


« different Ways of Reaſoning. How many go 


8 to work with improper Tools? How many 


© think by Halves; and (like the Soldier) do 
© not ſee an Inch before them ? How many 
© Controverlſialiſts (of late) have blown up 
© the Cauſe, they undertook to defend? In 
# a word ; every raſh, inconſiderate Man runs 
© a red-hot Iron into a Baftel of Gun-Pow- 


- 6: hi 


When theſe Two Gentlemen had aces 
the Thanks of the Company, Irenarchus took 


his Turn next, ſaying: I ſhall follow the 


Example 
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' © Example of Bianto, by taking likewiſe 2 
* Story in Low Life, to which 1 happened 
© to be a Witneſs; and I queſtion not, but 
* my Right-hand Man will anſwer our Expee- 
© tations, in animadverting upon it. On the 
e Eighth of June laſt, there was an Execution 
of Five Malefactours; ; and. a Surgeon ob- 
tained one of the Bodies, to be diſſected. 
"The Body was corvey d to his Houſe jy. 
though not ſo privately, but ſome of the 
Populace got Notice of it ; and the Widows 
of the Deceaſed was ſoon informed, where 
the Corps of her very late Husband lay. 
The Woman came immediately to the Sur- 
geon's Houle, attended with a clamorous 
Retinye, to reſcue, the dead Body of her 
Husband from the Terrours of Anatomp p 
The Surgeon, thinking ſhe might be miſta = 
ken, ſuffered her to go up into the Gatret 
to view the Corps. She immediately 
threw herſelf upon the Body, embracing 
and Kiſſing it, with the utmoſt Signs of 
Grief and Fondnels and was tiot forced 
from it, without great Difficulty. In. the 
mean time, the Family being apprehenſive 
of Miſchief from the unruly Poſſe, without- 
Doors; they gave the poor Woman a Shil- 
ling to aſſwage her Paſſion, and fend her 


Vo 1. III. —— - away 
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© away in better Temper. Hereupon, her 
© Countenance inſtantly changed; ſhe ſpit in 
her Hand; put the Money into her Pocket; 
and ſaid, It was the only Shilling, ſhe had ever 
* got by him, ſince her Marriage. She conſent- 
© ed to let them uſe the Body, as they 
© pleaſed; and promiſed to come, the next 
© Day, to ſee the Operation. 
© My Leader's Narration (ſays Laerter) has 
. © juſtly thrown a Mixture of Indignation and 
* Surpriſe into your Smiles. The ſtrange, and 
- © almoſt incredible, Behaviour of this Wo- 
© man, brings to my Mind ſome Reflections, 
© I have formerly made upon Mankind. Per- 
© ſons of refined Spirits and ſublime Notions, 
© and whoſe Birth and Education has placed 
them too high to look into the Meaneſſes of 
© their own Species, cannot readily conceive 
there ſhould be ſuch a Vulgarity in Human 
© Nature, as has been ſhewn us by Irenarchus, 
© On the other Hand ; baſe, degenerate Souls, 
© bred in Ignorance ad Diſhonour, are inca- 
* pable of comprehending the Excellencies 
and the Sublimities of an Heroick Mind: 
And, when ſuch Earthlings hear, or read, of 
$ a galant Action or a noble Paſſion, they im- 
- © mediately. conclude it to be all Romance; 
, | Sina to lead the Gredulous out of the 
Practice 
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© Practice\ of the World. Thus, one Part of 
Mankind is placed, as it were, out of Sight 
© of the Other : And the Philoſopher only, 
© who reflects much upon the Vertues and the 


© Vices of Men, can diſtinctly diſcern the 
© Two Extremes of Life. 


Theſe Two Gentlemen were, likewiſe, ap- 
plauded for their Performance: And, when 
the Company had drank round, Fidelio began, 
as follows. The Story, which occurs to 
© me, is in High Life: Nevertheleſs, it ſhall 
not riſe in Dignity above either of the Two 
_ * foregoing Pieces; that my Aſſociate may not 
© be deprived of the Glory of throwing out 
© uſeful Reflections, on no important Subject. 
* A Correſpondent of mine in the Northern 
parts of Europe, in one of his Letters, en- 
* tertained me with an Account of ſome 
* Rope-Dancers, that eame (laſt Winter) to 
the City, where the Court then reſided. 
| © Theſe Vagabonds had the Honour to ſhew 
© their Feats of Activity before the Sovereign 
© of the Countrey: And, his Majeſty being 
„highly delighted with their Performances; 
* the Nobles likewiſe, in complaiſance to 
their Maſter, attended theſe Exerciſes : But, 
© their Hearts were ſorrowful, when they per- 

* ceived their Prince took a particular Liking 
1 * to 
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to theſe Foreign Agilities. And why? 
Truly, becauſe they feared his Majeſty 
would oblige them, at the Hazard of their 
* Limbs, to learn to dance upon the Ropes, 
* for his Diverſion. 

© You have juſtly applauded this ſhort Ar- 
© ticle of News with a genuine, unmixt 
* Laughter; ſays Eutrapelus, I can hardly 
© perſwade my ſelf to interrupt your Mirth 
with any thing ſerious upon it. However, to 
© conform to Rules; What endleſs Fears and 
ſealouſies muſt alarm the Subjects of a De- 
* ſpotick Prince, who is no great Philoſo- 
© pher! They die beneath his Frowns; and 
© they live in Terrour under his Smiles: 
There is no certain Method of ſoftening the 
© One, nor of fixing the Other; ſince, they 
© are both influenced by the Capriciouſneſs of 
© a Will, that acts without Controll. The 
© Grandees, who are more immediately under 
his Eye, are in more conſpicugus Danger 
* than the inferiour People, who eſcape his 
© Notice. All are Slaves alike ; and the No- 


£ bleman is but the Fore-Horſe in the Team. 


Monaay, 
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Nil noſtri miſerere ? mori me denique coges ? * 


V1RG. 


To the FRE E-THINXE R. 
Juh 30, 1719. 
pi 136 Y how much the Soul is more 
noble and generous, by ſo much 
Dis the Force of Paſſion more dan- 

e N gerous. There lived not a bra- 
ver "Nan, than Dorillus : His Senſe, his Good 
Nature, and his Affability, highly recom- 
mended him to all, who knew him. In 
the Field, there was not a more intrepid, 
nor a more judicious, Officer : Aﬀectionate 
towards his Friends; diverting and inſtruc- 
tive, in his Converſation.” . The only Un- 
© happineſs of his Life was, his adoring the 
© only Woman, that diſregarded him. As 
© his Admiration and Love, fo her Scorn and 


T 3 * © Aver- 


" Teo Taw Th Ps A... 


—— ͤ àGĩ — — ———_— - — 


5 


* 8 3 


” | 

294 The FREE-TüIN EER. Ne 145 
* Averſion, increaſed : Till at laſt, & 55 
© him; if be would make her ha 

© reſolve never to ſee her more. e, 
* Then, the ſhould be happy: And, imme- 
* diately withdrew, He no ſooner came into 
© his own Apartment, but (the Lady's Un- 
* kindneſs oyer-powering his Reaſon) he writ 
* the following Letter; and ſent it by his 


k Servant. 


erer EU DOS TA, 

7 E unfortunate. Dorillus has eſfectualh 

performed his Promiſe, and ſecured your 

0 Happ, In the agreeable Moment, you ſhall 

6 read. This, I am ſtruggling with the Pangs of 

Death. The ſame Hand, that guides the Pen 

* in theſe Lines, will, before you have peruſcd 

c them, guide a truſty Sword, to the Part where 

call my Torments dwell, .. 

O, Eudoſia, you have made my Sufferings 

6 preat ; but you have taken Cure, they ſhould: not 


s be laſting ' I bleſs my Deſtiny, pronounced by 


A nlp dr emeaen fry 1" nor 7 agg 
© One, I loved beyond all the Foys of Life. 


c lateſt Wiſhes. are, that your Merit may Fon 


c you happy with a Mow, worthier of your Af. 
? fectiont, 


Doxiiivs, 
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© The Lady having run her Eye liftily 
© over the Letter ; the For who brought 
it, was inſtantly diſpatched away, to ot 
vent his Maſter's Purpofe : But, Alas, too 
© late! For, he found him dead, upon his 
© Sword, When the unwelcome News was 
© carried back to Endoſia, her Heart was trou- 
© bled beyond Meaſure, and her Eyes over- 
© flowed with a fruitleſs Compaſſion. But 
e ſtill, in the midſt of her Grief, ſhe declared 
Fit inipoſiible for her, ever to love Dorillus ; 
© though ſhe believed him, the braveſt Man 
© on Earth: Nevertheleſs; ſince it was not 
in her Power to place her Love upon the 
© Perſon, who moſt deferved it; no Man li- 
© ving ſhould ever poſſeſs it. From the gayeſt 
© Woman, ſhe became the moſt reſerved' and 
© retired; gave not the leaſt Countenance to 
* the Addreſſes of any of her numerous Ad- 
* mirers; and, iti a ſhort Time; ſecluded her | 


s ſelf from the World, in a e. 


Wurrnzx this Tragical Lose Sor be 
old or new; whether it may be a Fiction (as 
I hope it 10 or à true Account; I am not 
able to determine. The Perſon; who ad- 
dreſſed it to the Free-Thinker, has not cleared 
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up my Doubts by any Circumſtance, nor ſup- 
ported his Narration by any Authority more, 


than what appears to my Readers. Neverthe- 


leſs, as there is nothing improbable in this 
hort Narrative, and as the reading of it fur- 
niſhed me with ſome Reflections, which I 
cannot afford to loſe ; I reſolved to give it to 
the Publick, Beſides, there is not any Occa- 
fion of Thinking, in which I take greater 
Delight, than in Philoſophizing on the Paſ- 
ſions: Since the Knowledge, and the Govern- 
ment, of them is equally difficult; at the 
ſame time that, both the one, and 
the other, is univerſally of Uſe to every 
Age, to either Sex, as well as to every Rank 
and Profeſſion, | 
1, A great and generous Spirit (as we ſee 
in Dorillus) is indeed liable to vehement Paſ- 


- :fions ; as a full and vigorous Health is ſubject 


to the moſt outrageous Fevers. A more than 
ordinary Temperance is requiſite to preſerve 
ſuch a Conſtitution of Body; and ſuch a 
Temper of Mind is never ſafe, but under the 
conſtant Checks of the ſobereſt Reflection. 
A high-mettled Horſe requires a skilful Ri- 
der; and a gallant Soul, the Management of 
ag Philoſopher. Learn, therefore, to know 
thy ſelf betimes; that thou mayeſt not raſhly 

apply 


. 
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apply the Spur to a prevailing Paſſion, which 
perpetually demands the Curb. This is a 
hard Leſſon ; but, the Task is glorious : Sub- 
due thy own Deſires; be the Sovereign of thy 
Paſſions: And, let who will boaſt of Con- 
quering the World; Thou haſt ſet thy ſelf 
above it. 

3. Eudoſia ſa's ſettled Scorn ſhews us, that 
Merit is no Plea in Love: A Truth mani- 
feſted by numberleſs Examples; and known, 
Time out of Mind, in this Iſland, as appears 
by our Proverb, That Kiſſing goes by Favour. 
Upon this Topick, the Fair Sex has been 
conſtantly fatyrized, by their Admirers : Nei- 
ther, will it ſuit with my Impartiality to at- 
tempt to clear them of this Reproach ; but, I 
can ſafely obſerve, that the Men are, in this 
Failing, as frail as the Women; as unac- 
countable in their Averſions, and in their Li- 
kings; and, that Love blinds as many Males, 
as Females. In vain often, do Both Sexes 
plead their Merit, either from their long Ser- 
vices, or the Conſtancy of their Paſſion. In 
vain often, is Birth and Education, Wit and 
Beauty, Good Senſe, Comelineſs of Perſon, 
Sweetneſs of Temper, Vertue, Integrity and 
Fidelity, conſpicuous in the Nymph, as well 
as in the Swain, Many Ladies dote on a 

. Fop, 


* 
298 The FREE-TRIN KER. No 145 


Fop, or a Coxcomb; and as many Gentle- 
men die for a Wanton, or a Coquette : And 
the ſame idle Charms, by which the gay 
' Pamphilus enſnared the prudelike Honoria, are 
as powerful in Corinna to captivate the grave 
Euphorbus. 

3. All, who read the foregoing Story, will 
immediately condemn the Raſhneſs of Doril- 
lu: But Few (1 doubt) are free enough 
from Prejudice, to conſider the haſly Reſo- 
lution of Ewdoſia, in its true Light. Dorillus 
is guilty of an irreparable Injury to his Fami- 
ly, to his Prince, to his Countrey, by cut- 
ting ſhort a valuable Life: Eudaſia has, like- 
wile, thrown away a valuable Life; is loſt to 
her Family, and become unprofitable to So- 
ciety. The One lies roger a Monu- 
ment; the Other, buried in a Cloyſter ; and 
Both are Dead to the World, Few will 
dare to imitate the unwarrantable Practicę of 
Dorillus : Multitudes will glory in the unrea- 
ſonable Superſtition of Eudoſia: But, to an 
impartial Judgment, theſe are, in Effect, 


| Two Inſtances of Self-Murder ; only under 
different Appearances. 


# 


© 
* 
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| 7 el quia mi rectum, niſi Fawn placuit foi. ducunt ; ; 


Vel quia turpe putant parere minoribus ; E, que 


Inberbes didicere, * perdenda fateri. 
nosar. 
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(CA 2 is no preventing Miltakes 


and Irregularities, in any kind of 


Buſineſs. The following Letter 

WR game not to my Hands, tilt the 
Sixth Inſtant ; for which Neglect, I have Rea- 
ſon to be more concerned, than the Gentle- 
mah, who wrote it: Since, I have loſt the In- 
tereſt of a Piece of good Senſe; for neat 
Three Months. Pas +. 


14 7 1 O fed, May 12. 18. 

c aur the ſeveral Diſtouragementt of 
Lear ung, which you have conſidered 

6 in an i õ, Cautſa of —— 
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Subject; 


F Ny 55 $7, 85, 91, 111, 113, 115, t). 
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Subject; I do not remember, that you have 
© taken any Notice of One, which is too com- 
mon: I mean, the Imputation of being Wiſc 
© in our own Canceit. 
As Free-Thinking (which i is the impartial 
© Uſe of our Reaſon) conſiſts in throwing 
© off all the Prejudices and wrong Impreſſions 
| © of Cuſtom and Education, and in examining 
© the Nature of Things, without admitting a 
© Majority of Opinions for the Evidence of 
© any Truth; ſo it will, for ever, meet with 
© Oppoſition from thoſe narrow-minded Men, 
© who are reſolved to know no more, than 
© their Fathers knew, and to reject every No- 
© tion, that innovates upon their Underſtan- 
© ding. Accordingly we find, that when an 
* Perſon, out of a benevolent Regard to Man- 
© kind, endeavours to improve or enlarge the 
© ſcanty Stock of Human Knowledge, and 
© ſteps over the common Line of Prejudice; 
© he draws upon him a malignant Multitude 
© of Kioliſtt, who grow jealous of his ſupe- 
* riour Abilities, and reward his generous 
© Labours for them, with the invidious Cha- 
© racer of being Wiſe in his own Conceit. 

© This ungrateful Treatment of learned and 
© ingenious Men - deſerves the utmoſt Con- 
a „ of _ one, who does not wiſh to 

| * ſee 
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* ſee us relapſe into the ſame deplorable State 
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of Ignorance and Barbariſm, from which 
we have been recovering, but a few Ages. 


© It cannot be doubted, that the World has 


been deprived of many noble Productions, 
by this prevalent Malignity : For, the Fear- 
fulneſs and the Modeſty of a great man 
Gentlemen, of the fineſt Parts, will not ſuf- 
fer them to run the Riſque of becoming 
Authours ; which obliges them to carry their 
Knowledge along with them to the Grave. 
It is very probable, the Nuniber of great 
Men, who have enlightened the Nation, 
would have been more than double, had 
they not been deterred from publiſhing their 
Knowledge, by the unpleaſing Reflection, 
that they ſhould be thought Wiſe in their 
own Conceit. 


But, there is no Study, in which a Man 
is more liable to this Imputation, than in 
his Enquiries into Religion. It being a 
common Opinion,” that no Government can 
ſubſiſt without ſome particular Eſtabliſhed 
Form of Worſhip ; ; it too often happens, that 
Ambition in ſome, and Ignorance in others, 
perverts the Original Inſtitution of Religion 
from Divine, to Human, Purpoſes : And, 


when once ſuch a Corruption is become ge- 


* neral 
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© geral among the Clergy, how eaſy is it for 
, 1 to implant in the People any Princi- 

3 that may be moſt ſerviceable to their 
Eh Deſigns ? We may fee, in Pagan, in 
: Mabometan, and in P opiſh Countries, how 
© zealous the People are _ the Abſurdities 
* in which they have been educated ; and how 
« implacably active againſt thoſe, who at- 
6 to ſhew them either the Errours, or 
the — of (what they call) their 
© Eftabliſhed Church. 

« Reformations in Religion, how juſt and 
© reaſonable ſoever, are always attended with 
© the ſevereſt Difficulties and Diſcourage- 
© ments, The Man, who enters upon a 
Work ſo dangerouſly Good, muſt arm Him- 
e ſelf with Courage and Reſolution; ſo as 
© to be able to ſupport the worſt Uſage, 
© the moſt inhuman Perſecution, as well as 

© patiently to bear the keeneſt Reproaches, 
© and. the: vileſt Calumnies, from Superſtitious 
© Bigots. It was an Objection againſt Chriſt . 

© and his Apoſiles ; it was an Objection againſt 
our glorious Reformers; and it ſtill continues 
© an Objection againſt ſome excellent Prelates 
and Divines ; That they are Wiſe in their 
| on. Conceit. 


* Thele 
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© Theſe Thoughts, Mr. Free-Thinker, were 
* occaſioned by a Sermon, preached Yeſterday 
© before this Univerſity. I was ſorry to find 
© a Man of Character for good Senſe and 
Learning give into the indecent Practice of 
© railing in the Pulpit againſt his Superiours, 
© by giving an Edge to a general Text, 
* and directing it againſt Particular Perſons, 
© I would only deſire this Preacher to confi. 
© der, that the Accuſation, he brought againſt 
< ſome worthy Perſons, of being Wiſe in their 
_ © own Conceit, might with much greater 
« ſtice be fixed upon another Tribe. Let any 
„ impartial Man determine, who are more 
c 22 in their own Conceit ; Thoſe, who with 
© a rational Humility (as fallible Men) enter- 
© tain' in their Breaſts a Religious Doubting, 
© and judge charitably of all Chriſtians, that 
differ from them; or They, who preſump- 
© tuouſly pronounce Themſelves; alone, in the 
_ © Right; and command All, under Pain of 
Damnation, to ſubmit to their arbitrary 
Deciſions. I am, 


SIR, | 
Nur conſtant Reader, 


PRILALE THIS. 
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My Fellow-Labourer, Auguſt 13. 1719. 

N that continued Line of Lectures, which 

tends more immediately to the Support 
of Truth, and to promote the free Study 
of Arts and Sciences, I have diſcourſed hi- 

' therto only in very General Terms; that 
the Multitude of my Readers may more 
readily comprehend me, when I ſhall (in 
due time) deſcend to Particulars. If, then, 
. you will be pleaſed to turn to the ſecond 
Section of the Hundred and Thirteenth, 
and to the Concluſion of the Hnndred and 
Seventeenth, Paper; you will find, that! 
have in general Words hinted at the Diſ- 

couragement of Learning, which you have 

particularized with great Judgment and In- 
genuity. 

There is, TIL in the Republick of 
Letters, a ſevere Oſtraciſin, eſtabliſhed, by 
an almoſt univerſal Conſent ; by which the 
Men of a diſtinguiſhed Merit, are, in a 
manner, baniſhed from their Studies. The 
Ignorant and the Diſingenuous Students 
have entred info a ſhameful Combination 
againſt the Free Enquirers. What Expe- 
dient, then, remains for us Philoſophers, but 

to 


” 
| * 
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to exhort one another (as Cicero exhorted his 
Fellow-Citizens never to deſpair of the 
Common-wealth) more earneſtly to fight the 
Battles of Truth, and to raiſe our Reſolution” 
above the ſeeming Deſperateneſs of our 
Cauſe. Let us cloſe our Ranks, and bear 
down the undiſciplined Multitude, in a 
firm, compacted Phalanx. Let us riſe, and 
quit our ſelves like Men. If our Hearts 
fail us in the Day of Adverſity, our Cou- 
rage is but ſmall. We are Free Men, and 
Proteſtants: Neither the Laws of our Coun- 
trey, nor the Religion we profeſs, oblige 
us to lay down the Weapons of Reaſon, 
and to ſign a diſhonourable Peace with the 
Bond-Men of Ignorance and Superſtition. 
At leaſt, if we cannot yet extend our Con- 
queſts; let us maintain the Provinces of 
Knowledge, which our Fore-Fathers gained 
by Dint of Argument, in Defiance of the 
Diſcouragements of Bigotry, armed with 
Perſecution. - 

I ſhall, in a proper Time, 0 der the 
Art, the Uſe, and the Abuſe, of Preach- 
ing ; as I have already * promiſed : For 


2 WE 
— 
* . 


* Ne 93, | 
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which Reaſon, I at preſent omit the Obſer- 

- vations, which I might juſtly make upon 
the latter Part of your Letter. I hope 
the Accident, which has ſo long deprived 
me of the Satisfaction of acknowledging 
the Favour of your Correſpondence, will 
not incline you to be ( hereafter) unmind- 
ful of, | 


SIR, 
m wall liked tat 
moſt obedient Servant, 
The FRI ET-TAIxk EX. 


Ne 147 The FREE- THINK ER. 307 
Xx AD 21 NY 7 WL | — 9 - A 


No 147. — aum 719 


_ 


Arie * es 22 e bona boo 


Ov1D, 


2 
* * * 


— 


e ie fanber Encouragement of 
Y | 1y Female Diſciples (ſays the Free. 
al ol Thinker in the Third Paper) I pro- 
=D 2 poſe, in the Progreſs of my Lectures, 
10 25 their Faculties, and open their Thoughts 
by Degrees ; ſo at, in the End, to ſet them upon 
_ the Ei with my on Sex, in our boaſted 
Superiority of Reaſon. 
Ever ſince I made this Promiſe, I have been 
mindful of the Ladies in all my Philoſophical 
Lectures, by delivering the moſt abſtracted 
Notions in familiar Terms. I have likewiſe 
employ'd the Colonting of Metaphors, Simi- 
lirudes, Iliuſtrations and Allufions; fo as, by 
the Lights and Shades of Language, to'image 
out the Principles of Knowledge, and to paint 
to rn Underſtanding thoſe Truths of Philo- 
U 2 ſophy, 
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ſophy, which are darkly traced in the Works 
of the Learned. For this Reaſon, I have 

(from time to time) called upon my Coun- 
trey-Women, to give me their Attention: 
And, it is with Pleaſure I learn, that my La- 
boar is not loſt, However, ſince I am in- 
formed, that Many of my Fair Pupils have, 
by nodereake ng their Capacities, wholly neg- 
aw lected thoſe Diſcourſes, which would turn 

moſt to their Advantage and Glory ; before I 
proceed farther in the general Openings of 

the Mind (which I. hope to finiſh, when I 

have compleated the Porch of Knowledge) 1 

ſhall, in this and the enſuing Paper, endea- 

vour to excite All, but the Dunces of the 

Sex, not to ſlight the Opportunity offered to 

them of embelliſhing their Underſtandings ; 

and to conſider Themſelves, not only as, 

N Beautiful, but likewiſe as Rational, Crea- 

N = FRETS: 

' And, why ſhould not Women learn to Phi- 
| loſophize e It would be a New Faſhion : But, 
| that Objection (methinks) is alone ſufficient 
to recommend the Propoſal, were it never ſo 
extravagant. It would, indeed, be a new 
Faſhion in Great-Britain : But, it was Com- 
mon amongſt the Greek and Roman Ladies. 


| It was likewiſe very Faſhionable amongſt the 
French 
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French Ladies, till of late, to apply them- 
ſelves to Knowledge ; and ſeveral Treatiſes 

of Philoſophy were written, for their Inſtruc- 
tion, in their Native Language. And, ſhall 
our Females, who have copied moſt of the 
French Levities to Admiration, not attempt 
to rival their Neighbours in one Excellency ? 
Let them but try the natural Force of their 
Ingenuity in Liberal Amuſements; and I dare 
engage, they will as far exceed the Female 
Students of France in every kind of Learning, 
as they ſurpaſs them in all the genuine 
Charms of Beauty. | 

If our lovely Spinſters, who have as much 
Leiſure and as good Eyes for Reading, as our 
Youths have, did but know the Pleaſures of 
ſound Knowledge, they would find the Fi- 
ctions of Novels and Romances to be inſipid 
Amuſements, compared to the Realities of 
Philoſophy : And, by that time the Free- 
Thinter grows as Voluminous, as the Grand 
Gus ; he does not queſtion, but he ſhall be 
honoured with a Shelf in every Virgin's Clo- 
ſet ; and be thought a more entertaining Au- 
thour. When this deſirable Period of Time 
ſhall be accompliſhed, our young Gallants 
ſhall no longer glory in their Ignorance ; bur, 
every Lover ſhall think ie requiſite to furniſh 


U 3 himſelf 


. | 
310 The FREE-THINKER, Ne 147 


himſelf with a Competency of Common 
Senſe. The frank Philoſopher ſhall be the fa- 
vourite Suiter ; and the rich Heir, ſurrounded 
with Prejudices, {hall be reckoned a Hideous 
Creature in his gilt Chariot, 

By this Means, a mutual Emulation will 
be kindled between the refined Part of Both 
Sexes; each contending, which {hall become 
moſt Reaſonable. Love and Wiſdom hall 
dwell in the ſame Breaſt ; Domeſtick Jars be 
converted into pleaſing Debates; and Children 
improve in Vertue and Knowledge, from the 
Table-Talk of their Parents. Then, do I 
ſee the Declenſion of Piquet and Ombre, of 
Baſſet and Hazard; the Reduction of Hoop- 
Petticoats; and the final Abolition of Maſ- 
querades. 

The groundleſs Fears and Apprehenſions, 
the ſuddain Frights upon trivial Accidents, 
the tyrannizing Paſſions, and the Dejection of 
Spirits, to which Women are ſubject, in a more 
extraordinary Degree than Men, are ſtrong 
Motives to induce them to fly early to Phi- 
loſophy, for Refuge from theſe dreadful Ca- 
lamities, which grow more importunate by 
being indulged. A delicate Imagination, that 
is not fortify d on all ſides by Reaſon, is per- 
petually haunted with a Thouſand idle, di- 

| ſtracting 


Ne 147 The Frez-THINKER: SIT 
ſtracting Appearances : And, by how much a 
Female Mind is of a more delicate 
than the Male; by fo much, does it ſtan 
more in need of a rational Habit of Thinking 
to ſecure its Happineſs. 


To inſpire my fair Pupils with the Love of 
Truth, and ta — them ambitious after 
Knowledge; I have (for their next Friday's 
Entertainment) extracted from Ancient Hi- 
ſtories the ſhining Character of an Empreſs, 
who excelled the Men of her Age in Learning, 
and the Women in Beauty. In the mean 
time, I ſhall cloſe this Half-Sheet, by apply- 
ing my ſelf to Parents in General, to turn 
the Hearts of their Daughters to know Wiſ- 
dom, and Inſtruction, to perceive the Words of 
Underſtanding. There is no Deformity in 
Knowledge ; it neither digfigyres the Features, 
nor wrinkles the Skin, nor ſpoils the Com- 
plexion : On the other hand, a beauteous 
Simpleton never opens her Lips, but the 
Charms of her Face all vaniſh in the Preſence 
of Reaſon, like Snow before the Sun. Let it 
likewiſe be conſidered, that Learning is the 
cheapeſt Amuſement ; and that a good Book 
may be purchaſed for the Price of a Pack of 
Cards. The Maſtersof Sciences are, likewiſe, 
to be procured at very reaſonable Rates: 


U 4 | The 
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The Free-T hinker teaches regularly a whole 
Family twice a Week, for Four-Pence ; and 
a Dancing Maſter (I ſpeak it with Regret) is 
paid for one Leſſon more, than He receives 
for a Quarter's Inſtruction. Laſtly, to ani- 


mate the young Ladies to be ſedulous in 
the Peruſal of my Philoſophical Lectures; I 


will undertake to enable them, in a few 
Months more, I do not ſay to poſe their 
Brothers ; but to judge, whether - they have 
UT ploy'd their Time, at the Univer- 
ties, | 
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W illa loco, -neque origine gentis 
Clara, ſed arte fuit, —— 


Ovid, 


EN the Emperour Theodoſins 
Rl (the Younger) had reſolved upon 
making Choice of a Conſort ; he 
— would often adviſe with his 
Siſter Pulcheria Auguſta, concerning a proper 
Perſon. Pulcheria gave up her whole Time 
and Attention to enquire out a worthy Part- 
ner of her Brother's Bed, amongſt the Num- 
ber of young Ladies, of Noble or of Royal 
Blood, whom ſhe (in this View ) educated 
within the Palace, under her own Inſpection. 
T heodoſius had declared to his Siſter, that his 
Deſire was to have a Virgin of ſuch extraor- 
dinary * as might eclipſe the Luſtre 00 
] 


n | 
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all the bright Damſels of Conſtantinople; and, 
if beides, the was of a Royal Lineage, that 
he ſhould be the better pleaſed : But that, in 
his Eſtimation, neither Nobleneſs of Birth, nor 
Royal Deſcent, nor the Addition of Wealth, | 
ſhould come in Competition with Beauty. 
For that, upon the Whole, let her Family be 
never ſo obſcure, the Virgin of the moſt 
finiſhed” Charms, ſhould be his Bride. The 
Emperour's Reſolution being fully known, in 
this particular ; Pulcheria diſpatched Perſons of 
Judgment into all Parts of the World, in queſt 

And Paulinut, a young Favou- 
rite 8 — had been educated in the 
Palace with Theodoſiur) ſtudy'd likewiſe to 
gratify his Maſter's Inclinations, and made his 
Addreſſes every where amongſt the Ladies, to 
find out a matchleſs Maid. 

About this Time, it came to paſs, that Athe- 
nais (a Greek Virgin, of exquiſite Make and 
Feature, and extraordinary Learning ) came to 
Conſtantinople, upon the following Occaſion. 
Her Father, who was a very learned Man, had 
inſerted the ſubſequent Clauſe in his Will: 
© 1 give, to my Lolly beloved Daughter, 
© only one Hundred Pieces of Money; be- 
© cauſe her Beauty, and her Erudition, in 


© which 25 excells her whole Sex, will be a 
ſufficient 


* 
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c ſufficient Portion to her. When the Will 
came to be opened, upon the Father's Deceaſe, 
and Athenais ſaw, ſhe was in expteſs Words 
cut off from her full Share of the Inheritance; 
ſhe apply'd herſelf for Redreſs to her two 
Brothers, who were made Co-Heirs, She 
hung upon their Knees, beſeeching them, that 

they would not inſiſt upon the Inequality of 

the Will; but, ſuffer her to come in for the 
Third Part of her Father's Eſtate ; fince they 
knew, ſhe did not deſerve to be diſinherited 
by the leaſt Forfeiture in her Duty towards 
him. - Nevertheleſs, her Brothers were inexort- 
ble: They not only flighted the Petition of 
their Siſter ; but, in their Anger, turned her 
out of her Father's Hoyle. 

Hereupon, Athenais fled to her Aunt, by 
the Mother's ſide ; who not only entertained 
her, as her Ward; but gave her Protection, 
as à Virgin. This Lady conducted her to her 
Father's Siſter; and, both the Aunts agreeing 
to undertake the Cauſe of their fair Niece, 
they commenced a Suit againſt her Brothers. 
They acquainted the moſt religious Princeſs 
Pulcheria, of the ſevere Uſage, ſhe had met 
with from her own Brothers; and, at the ſame 
Time, took an Opportunity to commend 
Athenais for her Eloquence. 


When 


* 
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When Pulcheria found ſhe was a Damſel of 
extraordinary Beauty, Learning, and Elo- 
quence; ſhe asked her Relations, whether 
the was a Virgin? The Princeſs being 
thoroughly informed of the great Care the 
Father of Athenais had taken of her Chaſtity, 
and how ſhe had been trained up, by him, ina 
long and regular Inſtitution of Philoſophy ; 
Orders were given, {he ſhould be entertained 
in the Palace amongſt the Ladies, whom 
Pulcheria had aſſembled : And her Aunts were 
diſmiſſed with an Aſſurance, that their Peti- 
tions ſhould be granted. When the Princeſs 
. heard the beautiful Stranger make her own 
Complaint, and relate the Circumſtances of 
her injurious Treatment, and her Conduct up- 
on it; ſhe was ſufficiently convinced of her 
Eloquence, of her Prudence, and the ad- 
mirable Dexterity, with which ſhe had 
managed her own Affairs. Upon this, ſhe 
determined to uſe her Endeavours to marry 
Athenais to the Emperour: And, to promote 
her Deſign, ſhe acquainted him, that ſhe had 
at laſt found an unblemiſhed young Virgin, of 
an exquiſite Form: Her Fore-head fair and 
ſmooth; her Lineaments lovely; her Fea- 
tures regular; her Skin white as Snow ; her 
Eyes large; her Hair flowing in yellow 

Curls; 
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Curls; her Air uncommon ; Womam-like in 
her Motion; Learned, and of Greek Ex- 
traction, | 
The youthful T heodefius was fired with the 
Deſcription of ſo compleat a Beauty : When, 
ſending for his Friend and Favourite Paulinut, 
he deſired his Siſter to appoint Athenait an 
Audience in her Apartment, under the Pre- 
tence of ſpeaking with her about her 'own- 
Buſineſs; that, by this means, He and his Fa- 
vourite might behold her unveiled. She 
was accordingly introduced into the Apart- 
ment of the Princeſs; Where Theodofius views 
ed her, with Raptures; and Paulinut, with 
Aſtoniſhment. Soon after, ſhe was converted 
to Chriſtianity; for, ſhe had been bred a 
Pagan, of the Greek Religion. . Hereupon, 
Pulcheria ſent for Atticus the Biſhop to bap- 
tize her, by the Name of | Eudocia : And, 
immediately after, the was + anargled to the 

 Emperour. - | 
Eudocia, the Empreſs, was a «Perſon of very 
extraordinary natural Abilities; which ſhe 
had,improved by all Kinds of Latin, as well 
as Greek, Literature. She was Miſtreſs of 
both the Active and Contemplative Parts of 
Philoſophy : She perfectly underſtood - the 
Art of * eloquently, and of * 
Javuy 3 
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juſtly; and knew the Methods of Proving 
and Convincing by Arguments, as well as of 
Refuting Adverſaries; in which, no Man 
was ever ſo great a Proficient. She attained 
to 4 more perfect Knowledge of Aſtronomy, 
of Geometry, and of the Proportions of 
Numbers, than any one could boaſt of, in 
her Time. To theſe Accompliſhments, the 
added the Skill of Poetry: And, while 
many famous Otatours publiſhed Panegy- 
ricks on Theodeſfiur, for his Victory over the 
Peryfians; the Empreſs compoſed Poems, in 
Heroick Verſe, on the ſame Occafion. For 
theſe and other Poetical Works, the was fo 
much celebrated, that Two of the Hiftorians 
ſtyle her the Poet, while the reſt call her the 

I miſt not omit to mention one Paſſage 
more, to the Honour of Eudocia; which 
will at once ſhew the united Force of her 
Philoſophy and her Chriſtianity. She preferred 
her Two Brothers to the Two moſt conſidera- 
ble Employments in the Empire ; and, in- 
ſtead of reproaching them, the ſaid ; If they 
had not obliged me to leave my Countrey, 
I ſhould never have viſited Coyftantinople, 
where I am advanced to Empire. 


"NF have 
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I have already ſhewn how highly Philoſo- 
phy has been honoured in the Male Sew 
by * Marcus Autoninds And in Endvrie 
we ſee, it has been raiſed to as great Dignity, 
by a Woman. So that, I hope, the Ladies 
will not, for the future, ſuffer the Men to 
arrogate to Themſelves the whole Glory of 
Learning and Wiſdom. 


—_— Tp" 


— 


* No 141. 
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N diſtinguiſhing the Merits of 
Men, as no Alluſions are more 


CSS - expreſſive, than thoſe Men from 
weighipg their different Pretenſions in a 
Balance; ſo we find this Figure made uſe of, 
by the moſt ancient and beſt Authours. In 
the Book of Job (which is allowed to be 
one of the Oldeſt, as well as one of the 
Sublimeſt, Pieces of Poetry) Fob, in one 
place, pathetically cries out; O, that my Grief 
were thoroughly weighed, and my Calamity laid 
in the Balances together In another place, he 
, prays; Let me be weighed in an even Balance, 
that Cod may know mine Integrity“ In the 
Pſalns (which are bold and noble Compoſi- 
tions 


Ne 149 The EREE-TRHIN KER. 321 
tions in the Lyrick Kind) the wicked Man 
is ſaid, to be deceitful upon the Weights ; and, to 
be lighter than Vanity itſelf. Daniel ( who was 
the greateſt and moſt accompliſhed Man of 
his Age) declares to Belſhazzar ; Thou art 
weighed in the Balances, and found wanting. 
Homer, in his Iliad, repreſents Jupiter weigh- 
ing in his golden Scales, at one Time, the 
Fates of Greece and Troy; at another, the 
. Deſtinies of Achilles and Hector. It is well 
known, that Virgil has herein almoſt tranſla- 
ted Homer; and that Milton has copied, and 
at the ſame Time, added new Beauties to, 
the Fiction of the Greek and Latin Poet. 
But, the moſt beautiful Imagery of this ſort, 
is that mentioned by Plutarch, in a Tragedy 
of /Eſchylus ; wherein, at the ſingle. Combate 
of Achilles and Memnon, the Mother-Goddeſſes 
( Thetis and Aurora) appear, One on the 
Right, the other on the Left, ſide of Jupi- 
ters Scales; each anxiouſly imploring, that 
her Son's Fate might prevail in the Balance. 
From this Incident, the Tragedian gave to his 
Play the Name of Pſychoſtafia ; which is ſuffi; 
cient to warrant my calling this Paper by the 
mechanical Term of Pſychoſtaticks ; or, in 
plain Engliſh, the Weighing of Souls. And 
our own Language favours me yet farther 
Vox: III. * in 


s r — 4 — 0 
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in this Metaphor, which calls a Perſon of 
ſuperiour Worth, a Man of Weight. 

Cubes has repreſented Human Life in gene- 
ral, by a Picture in a Temple at Athens : In 
imitation of this ancient and lively way of 
Allegory, I ſhall Figure out ſome particular 
Inſtances of weighing the Merits and the 
Demerits of Perſons, in a Hiſtory-Piece, pro- 
per to adorn an Apartment in the Houſe of 


any Britiþ Nobleman, who thinks he can 


bear it. Let me, therefore, allot Two ſpa- 
cious Rooms to this Deſign : In the Outward, 
hall be repreſented the Weighing of Falſe, 
and in the Inward and more retired, the 

Weighing of True, Merit. | 
MzTHINKXs, as I enter the Outward 
Room, a glaring Light dazles my Eyes ; 
when looking up to the Roof, I behold ( at 
the farther End) a FAME of a monſtrous 
Size, like the Figure deſcribed by Virgil: 
She blows a large Trumpet, ſeemingly of 
Gold; but, the Gilding is laid on ſo thin, 
that the Braſs underneath may be eaſily diſ- 
covered, by a judicious Eye. The reſt of 
the Cieling is filled with the Battles of Al- 
exander, and the Conqueſts of Lewis the 
Fourteenth, in the moſt glittering and gaudy 
Colours. One half of the Compartment is 
full 


Ne 149 The FREE-Tüixk ER. 323 
full of French and Engliſh Cavaliers, fighting 
Duels; the other Half, of ſeveral Perſons 
with Rage and Deſpair in their Looks; ſome 
with Bowls at their Lips, others with Dag- 
gers at their Breaſts ; and, in the Middle ſits 
Cato, with a ſullen Brow, holding in one 
Hand Plato Of the Inmortality of the Sul, and 
a Sword in the other. The Corniſh is em- 
boſſed with Medallions of Modern Drania- 
tick Writers, Smatterers in Natural Philoſo- 
phy and Mathematicks, Pretenders to Free- 
Thinking, Party-Patriots, and the noiſy Zea- 
lots of every Communion. _ = 

On the Walls, are various Experiments bf 
Pſychoſtaticks repreſented : Either Side diſ- 


plays a Number of Scales erected on Emi- 


nences, each at a proper Diſtance, with a hu- 
man Figure in every one of them, mounted up 
to the very Beam; and nnderneath ftand 
Crowds of Spectators, in whoſe Faces ap- 
pears the Surpriſe of Diſappointment, On 
the Right, in the moſt diſtinguiſhed Point of 
View, is ſeen a grave, ſolemn, Figure of 4 
fanRify'd Look, with Eyes and Hands lifted 
towards Heaven. His Garb is a long Robe; 
like that which the Phariſees wore; and in 
his Lap lies a Book of Devotion, ſpread 
open. The Reaſon, why this venerable Per- 
my X 2 ſon 


++ } 
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ſon Weighs ſo Light, is ſoon diſcovered, by 
looking into the Lower Scale, that preponde- 


rates by Vertue of a ſmall Weight of Gold, 
on which is engraved SINCERITI. 

Beneath this Pſychoſtatical Experiment, One 
may ſee a mixt multitude, made up of ſeve- 
ral of the Religious Orders in the Romiſ 
Church; of Ladies in Hoop-Petticoats, with 
White Roſes i in their Boſoms; of Men, ſome 
in Gowns with long ſlit Sleeves, and large 
Black Roſes in their Hats ; Others, in ſhort 
Cloaks with little Ebony Canes in their 
Hands; and hard by, is drawn a ſeparate 


Groupe of Men and Women, in Habits plain 


and unfaſhionable, and of peculiar Counte- 
nances. 

On the Left of the Room, the moſt conſpi- 
cuous Portraiture is an Elderly Man, with a 
Gold Chain about his Neck ; his Shoulders 
are loaded with Three Bags, on each of 
which is inſcribed a PLUM; but never- 


theleſs, the Scale, he is placed in, riſes to the 


utmoſt Height: And, in the prevailing Balance, 
lie Two Boxes; the One containing the 
Writings of an Orphan's Eſtate, to whom he 
was Guardif; the Other an Account of 


Money put out, at Fifty per Cent. 


Caſting 
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Caſting my Eye directly forward, fronting 
me appears a large Pair of Golden Scales, 
hung to a Silver Beam; in one of which 
ſtands, in Danger of falling, a Pert Figure, 
with a Scarlet Hat on his Head, in a Purple 
Robe; holding in one Hand a Roll inſcribed, 
A League with the Turks; in the other, a lit- 
tle Scrap of Paper, indorſed, T he Hopes of the 
Pretender. Amazed to ſee this Important 
Figure kick the Beam, I caſt my Eyes into 
the weighty Scale; and in it, I find Four 
Parchments tyed together with a Ribbon; in 
which was wove in Capital Letters, The 
QUADRUPLE'ALLIANCE © 
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Orandum eſt, ut fit Mens ſana in Corpore ſano. 


Ju v E N. 
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20% LEANTHES may ſee, I have 
C| lately anſwered the Intention of 
705 8; his Letter ( which I received the 
Third of July) by exciting the 
— to become Students in Philoſophy. 
I thank Mr. A. B. for the following ingeni- 
ous Obſervation, in his Letter of the Seventh 
of Juh: © Notwithſtanding, that Nature 
& forms the Muſcles and the Sinews alike 
te on both Sides of the Body; yet, the Right- 
« Hand and Arm of moſt Men are ſtronger, 
« and more adroit, than the Left; becauſe 
they are more exerciſed, on all Occaſions, 


** 
— — — 9 * — =; na 


os Ne 147. 


Thus, 
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* Thus, the Forlorn Hope of Squires ( mention- 

* ed in your Hundred and Thirty Fourth 
epaper) prove generally ſtrong in Boch, 
« and Tweak in Underſtanding ; ; not from any 
“Natural Incapacity in their Intellectual Fa- 
© culties ; but, becauſe they chooſe to make 
« the Body their Right, and the Mind their 
«© Left, Side.” 

This leads me to make my moſt grateful 
Acknowledgments to a worthy Countrey- 
Correſpondent, whom it is my Misfortune not 
to know. To him, am I obliged for Two 
excellent Letters; one in the Forty Fifth, the 
other in the Severity Second Paper: To 
which, he now gives me an Opportunity to 
add a Third. The Method, which I have all 
along obſerved in ſorting the Letters, I re- 
ceive, puts it in my Power to aſſure my 
Readers, that Icenns, Myemonides, and Phi- 
londus Icenus, are but one and the ſame Latent 
Philoſopher ; though, his good Senſe is alone 
ſufficient to betray him under every Diſ- 
guiſe, 


Jh 25. 1719. 


My. FREE-TRHIN XTR; 
: 3 have Need of all the Help and 
all the Encouragement of Honeſt 


F OY to enable you to go through with 
X 4 * the 
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© the Task, you have undertaken; I mean, 
© to perſwade your Diſciples to conſider, that 
© they are made up of Mind, as well as Body ; 
© and that the One deſerves (at leaſt) as 
much Attention and Cultivation, as the 
Other. You work under great Diſad- 
© yvantages: The Influence of Education 
© and Example, and the Current of the 
© Multitude, bear ſtrong againſt you. Be- 
© ſides, the greateſt Number of the Minds, 
© you have to inſtru, are full grown, and 
'< ripe in Prepoſſeſſions, before they come into 
© your Hands. Many a bad Habit and diſor- 
'E derly Paſſion you will have to pluck up by 
the Roots, and others to prune; and many 
© a good Inclination you will find choked up 
'© by unnatural Weeds. 
© If the Perſons, to whom the Care of 
c Youth is entruſted, do not perform their 
© Duty, by giving their Scholars early Im- 
©. prefſions of the Beauty of Truth and De- 
© formity of Errour, and by reſtraining the 
© Diſorders of the Mind, when they firſt ap- 
© pear; your Labour will, in a great Mea- 
© ſure, be loſt. A headſtrong Humour, or a 
© vicious Inclination, deſerves a ſeverer Cor- 
© retion, than a falſe Concord. But, Sir; 
s er are not Se, but Men, for whoſe 
© Improve- 
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Improvement your Diſcourſes are calcu- 
lated: And They are to be taught by Pre- 
cept; and the only Correction you can give 


to theſe overgrown Boys, muſt be by ſhew- 
ing them the Ridiculouſneſs, or the Danger, 
of the Courſe they are in. 

* Did a Man but believe or imagine ( what 
is undoubtedly True) that his Inclinations 
and his Underſtanding are as viſible to all 
that are well acquainted with him, as his 
Perſon is; he would take as much Care to 
adorn his Mind, as his Body : A Gentleman 


would then be as much aſhamed to give op- 
probrious Language, as to appear in dirty 
Linnen; he would be as nice in adjuſting his 
Words, as his Wig; he would take the 


ſame Pains to corre& or to conceal a Weak- 
neſs in his Soul, as to amend or hide a De- 
formity in his Body. But, ſo far are the 
Generality from thinking after this Manner, 
that it is reputed a more eſſential Part of 
Good-Breeding, to know how to enter a 


Room with an Air, and to go out of it with 


a, Grace, than to be qualify'd to ſpeak per- 
tinently, and bear a rational Share in the 


© Converſation. 


Nov, the Qualifications of the Mind are 


2.4 s Siſcernible as the Beauty, Vigour, or 


* Spright- 


Opp. 
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© Sprightlineſs, of the Body: And the Com- 
© pany of One, who has no other Accom- 


© pliſkment to recommend him, but the firſt 


and laſt Flouriſh of a Leg, muſt needs be 
very difagreeable to Men of Senſe. How is 
< jt poſlible to bear the Inſolence of Cofmetes ; 
© who, becauſe he fancies he is admired, ſays 
© and does Things every Quarter of an Hour, 
for which all the Company ( excepting 
© himſelf) are aſhamed ? Can a Man with 
© Patience ſee the Airs, he gives Himſelf in 
5 ſpeaking French; when every One knows, 
5 he cannot utter Ten Words of Common 
5 Senſe in his Mother-Tongue 2 Would not 
© an Engliſ-Man be provoked to hear the 
ſame perſon cry up the Softneſs, the Politeneſs, 
© the Copiouſneſs of that Tittle-Tattle Lan- 
© guage, and find Fault with the Roughneſs 
© and Barrenneſs of his own; when, at the 
© ſame Time, he cannot, without the Help of 
© a Spelling-Book, write one true Line in Ei- 
© ther? I with likewiſe, for my Quiet, I did 
© not often meet with Men, who can talk 
© Hours together on the good Qualities of a 
* Favourite Hawk, or Hound, or Gelding ; 
© and yet, ask them an obvious Queſtion con- 
© cerning their own Actions, or the Actions of 
2 "= of their Species (to which they ought 

© ta 
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© to think they have at leaſt as near a Rela- 
tion as to their Mute Companions } and 
they can make you no Reply. 

This Abuſe of Thought, by a ſhameful 
© Inattention to what moſt immediately con- 

© cerns us, muſt be owing to a wrong Turn 
© at firſt; which is, afterwards, encouraged 

and indulged. How elſe ſhould it come to 
c paſs, that a Man; who has Reaſon, ſhould 
* uſe it about every Thing, but what is pro- 
c perly Himſelf, his Mind? Why ſhould he 
© not cultivate his Underſtanding; and keep it 
© as clear of Weeds, as he keeps his Garden ? 
Why ſhould: he ſuffer his Thoughts and Af- 
© fe&tions to be the only Furniture, belonging 
© to him, in Diſorder ? Let him look into 
c himſelf, as often as he looks into his Glaſs; 
© and, if he corrects what by Reflection he 
© finds amiſs, he will appear moſt Beautiful to 
© a judicious Eye, and may go every Day 
© abroad, compleatly Dreſt. 

© This Self. Inſpection would be of great 
Advantage: For, by obſerving the Workings 
of his own Mind, a Man —— ſee, not 
« only how often it is out of Order; but 
« likewiſe, whence every Diſorder proceeds: 
© He would perceive, that upon ſuch a parti- 
c cular Occaſion ſuch a Paſſion kindles, and 

< inflames 
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© inflames the Mind, as certainly as a Fever 
© heats the Blood ; that one Thing, ruffles, 
© that Another compoſes, his Thoughts; that 
by one Accident he ſhall be wrought up to a 
© Pitch of Madneſs, and by ſome Circum- 
© ſtances let down gradually into the pro- 
© foundeſt Indolence. 

© Moreover; for want of obſerving the 
© Progreſs, which the Mind makes in vicious 
< Habits, it is often laid waſte and wholly 
© ſubdued, before it is aware of having ever 
c entertained any ſuch Habits. How comes 
© it to paſs, that ſcarce any one thinks himſelf 
© Paſſionate, Proud, or Covetous; when all 

* the World ſee it, beſides himſelf? It is, be- 
© cauſe he is the only Perſon, that does not 
© refle& upon his Words and Actions. The 
| © Proud Man overlooks Himſelf, as well as 
© others; otherwiſe, he would diſcover his 

« peculiar Failing: The Paſſionate Man is 
© never angry with Himſelf ; if he were, he 
© would not long remain inſenſ ble of his own 
© Temper: And the Covetous Man might as 
* ealily know he is Covetous, as he knows 
© he is Rich; if he would enquire into Him- 
© ſelf with the ſame Aſſiduity and Exactneſs, 
© as he examines his Accounts. 
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© It is through this prevailing Inadvertency, 
© that, in theſe notorious Inſtances, Men are 
© ſo ſcandalouſly ignorant of Themſelves: 
© By this Negligence, a Man becomes a Slave 
© to his Paſſions ;. and his Life grows a Bur- 
© den to him, before he ever once reflects on 
© the Cauſe of his Miſery. - This is an Evil, 
© Mr, Free-Thinker, the Remedying of which 

© requires and deſerves your Labour. Some 
of the Inconveniencies ariſing from the 
Neglect of Self-InſpeRion, I have ſet down, 
only to incite you to proſecute the Work, 
© for the Benefit of your Readers; among 
© whom I deſire you would number 


"Your humble 8 


Pruilonovs lezuus. 
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ee a Hoſoever thoroughly conſiders Hu- 
* 07 mane Nature, will agree with 
the Moral Philoſophers, who ob- 
Ma 4 ſerve; that Man, without the Re- 
ftraints of Reaſon, would by his Natural Af- 
fections and Inclinations become the moſt 
- miſerable of all Creatures: And of all the 
diſquieting Paſſions, to which we are ſubject, 
a violent Deſire to foreknow the Events of 
Things, and to pry into 6 is not the 
leaſt vexatious. 
This vain Defire has been the Source of all 
the ridiculous Arts of Divination, which we 


read of, amongſt the Antients; and ſtill keeps 


up, amongſt us, the Reputation of Judicial 
Aſtro- 


X 
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Aſtrology and Fortune-telling : And though, 
in the preſent Age, only the more ignorant Part 
of Mankind are ſatisfy'd with theſe Methods 
of Enquiry; yet, there are very few ( or 
None) who are not, in ſome Degree, affe&- 
ed with an anxious ' Curioſity about cn? 
Events. : 
On many Occaſions this troubleſyie Paſſion 
may be moderated, and even ſubdued, by Rea- 
ſon : But in Things, which nearly concern our 
Lives or Fortunes, our immediate Happineſs 
or Miſery ; the Deſire of Fore-knowledge 
(however vain it may ſeem) is not to be 
abſolutely. quelled; fince it flows from the 
Principle of Self-Preſervation. Now, of all 
the needleſs Anxieties, that diſturb the Minds 
of Men, there is not any ſo univerſal (at leaſt 
in this Iſland) as the impertinent Solicitude 
we daily give ourſelves, about Affairs of 
State: Therefore, I ſhall in this Lecture, 
endeavour to cure my Countreymen of their 
uneaſy Fore-bodings in Politicks, by ſhewing 
them how incapable they are of making any 
reaſonable Gueſſes concerning the Conſe- 
quences of Things, whoſe real Cauſes are 
hid from their Eyes; and by convincing them, 
that they perpetually argue to what will be, 
from what is not. 
Why 
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Why a Prince, or a Miniſter of State, acts 
after this or that Manner, no Man (if he 
pleaſes) can know, beſide himſelf. But, 
when a Deſign is executed, and becomes the 
Obje& of Publick Speculation; a Reaſon is 
to be given out, that ſhall make the World 
believe, the Good of the Nation was con- 
ſulted in it. An Amour, a private Family- 
Grudge, Revenge, Lucre, or Ambition, (as 
I have intimated * in a former Paper) are 
often the chief Motives of a Political Action; 
which, if it turns to the Advantage of the 
Publick, we call Glorious; if otherwiſe, we 
condemn it as Infamous; notwithſtanding 
that, in both Caſes, it may proceed from 
the ſame concealed diſhonourable Cauſe. 

My Readers know that the important Af- 
fair, which made all Greece enter into a 
tedious War againſt the Trojans, was only the 
Frolick of a Coquette, who eloped with a 
Prince ſhe took a liking to; and the Credu- 
lity ( probably) of a fond Husband, who 
(Good Man) might imagine his dear Wife 
was carry'd off by Force; and that ſhe was 
miſerably uneaſy, and impatiently expected 
her Spouſe to deliver her from the Raviſher. 


i. 


"> No 1 32. 


Monſieur 
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Monſieur Balzac informs us, that the Omiſ. 
ſion of Two or Three Civil Syllables in the 
Cloſe of a Letter was the Occaſion of the 
Death of above a Hundred Thouſand Peo- 
ple: Bien humble & tres affect ione, in a Sub- 
ſcription to the Duke of Olivarez, inſtead of 
Tres humble & tres obeiſſant, (which the Duke 
thought was his due) made him ſwear, in 
tearing a Prince's Letter, that his Want of 
Breeding ſhould prove the Ruin of his Cour= 
trey. This was the Firſt and the Real Mo- 
tive to what followed ; though, at that Time, 
very Few knew it: And (no Doubt) All, 
who were not in the Secret, made very learn- 
ed and elaborate Conjectures (which had 
never been once thought of in the Cabinet) 
concerning the Cauſes and the Events of the 

War, that enſued. 


Thoſe, who are acquainted with the Engliſh 
Hiſtory, know to what Springs, and to how _ 
trifling an Accident, the glorious Reformation 
under King Henry the Eighth was owing ; which, 
a little Time before, it was as impoſſible to 
foreſee, as it would lately have been thought 
Madneſs to prognoſticate, that after the many 
ſucceſsful Battles in Flanders during the laſt 
War with France, any Engliſh Miniſtry could 


* 
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de brought to fruſtrate all our Victories by a 
diſhonourable, diſadvantageous Peace. 

There have, indeed, been ſome Perſons, 
ſo happy in their Preſages, as to foretell E- 
vents of great Importance, long before they 
came to paſs: But then, They have either 
themſelves been inſtrumental in bringing their 
own Predictions to bear; or have at leaſt 
been near the firſt Movers, and well acquain- 
ted with their Intereſts and their Schemes. 
Cicero boaſts, that he foretold the Ruin of the 
Roman Commonwealth, and the Change of 
the Government into a Monarchy, Fourteen 
Years before it happened. But then, Cicero 
had been a Conſul, and was a Senatour ; and 
the Management of Publick Affairs con- 
tinued, many Years, in the Hands of his 
Friends or Relations. I could mention Two 
or Three more of theſe Political Prophets, 
were I not afraid: of encouraging my Fellow- 
Subjects by ſuch Inſtances to believe, they are 
able to denounce Deſtruction upon us from 
the North and from. the South, My Readers 
are not all Ciceros; and, how plauſibly ſo- 
ever they may declaim in Coffee-Houſes, I 
have ſhewn them; that they want the neceſ- 
ſary Qualifications for this ſort of Divination. 


I do 
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I do — mean, by what J have ſaid, to hin- 
der my C men from looking into a 
Gaxotte, or asking a Neighbour (when they 
have no other Buſineſs) what News from the 
Mediterranean. I would not extinguiſh in 
them that generous Concern for the Good of 
their Countrey, which it is an Honour to 
them to have very much at Heart. But, I 
would fain perſwade them to moderate the 
Extravagancy of their Surmiſes; which produces 
Impatience after News, ridiculous Judgments 
about Publick Affairs, an Affectation of be- 
ing in the Secret, Quarrels among Friends and 
Relations, intolerable Impertinencies in Con- 
verſation, blind Wagers, Law-Suits, and 
Neglect of Buſineſs, to the Ruin often of 
Themſelves and their Families. 
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Improbe Neptunum accuſat, qui iterum nau- 
fragium facit. | 888 
| PB. STR. 


* ** 


My. FX EE-TuIx XII, Auguſt 7. 1719. 
SAP Queſtion not but you intend, in 
| 49 the Progreſs of your Labours, 
to point out to us the ſeveral 
Sh Wiz Prejudices, that give a wrong 
Biaſs to our Reaſon. In the mean Time, 
© oive me Leave to put you in Mind of a very 
© general Prepoſſeſſion, which, I hope, in 
Time, will not eſcape your Notice; ſince 
the Conſequences of it are very pernicious 
© in a Trading Nation, I mean the Opinion 
_ © moſt Gentlemen entertain of Traders, as a 
Mercenary People, of diſingenuous Minds, in- 
capable of Science, and Strangers to Genero, 
* ſity. This Prejudice deterrs many young Men 
of 


* R 6 Aa 
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© of a Liberal Education from applying Them- 
© ſelves to any kind of Traffick; by which 
Means, the Three Learned Profeſſions are 
| © over-ſtocked. I muſt confeſs, that I cannot 
© apprehend, why Trade ſhould debaſe the 
© Soul, or weaken the Underſtanding, more 
* than Divinity, Law, and Phyſick. If there 
| © are a great many mean Practices in Mer- 
© chandiſe, there are Dealings as mean in the 
© Profeſſions mentioned; not chargeable, how 
© ever, on the Profeſſions; but, on the Per- 
6 ſons, who are guilty of them. As for Abi- 
1 „ lities equal to the Affairs of State, have not 

the Dutch, for many Years, excelled their 
' Neighbours in the Arts of Government ? 
* And, have not the Venetians been formerly 
© great Politicians ? And, have they not de- 
c clined in Arts and Sciences, in Power, and 
in good Government, in Proportion as they 
have diverted their Thoughts from Trade 2 
c It is farther obſervable, that Trade flouriſhes 
© moſt in free Countries; which ſhews, it is 
© not of a ſervile Nature. Laſtly, Sir, as an 
* Argument of the Ingenuous Diſpoſition and 
good Taſte of my Fellow-Citizens, I can 
aſſure you, that moſt of us approve of your 


6 Lectures, 


Yours, 
5. . 
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I EnTiIRELY fall in with the Notions 
of this worthy Citizen; and have, as an Eng» 
liſhman, ſo great a Regard for the Honour and 
due Encouragement of Trade, that I have all 
along intended to allot à conſiderable Share 
of my Time to make an impartial Enquiry in- 

to this profitable Branch of Knowledge. 1 
hope therefore, the Perſons, whoſe Expe- 
rience muſt have furniſhed them with advan- 
tageous Schemes, and uſeful Obſervations, in 
this Science, will enable the Free-T hinker to 
treat of it rationally, by communicating their 
Thoughts to him; which he will endeavour 
to methodize and explain, for the Service of 
his Countrey. 8 | 

The Prejudice, this Gentleman complains 
of, is chiefly owing to the Peryerſeneſs and 
the Ignorance ꝓf the Landed Men; not con- 
ſidering, that the Wealth, the Strength, the 
Liberty, the Learning, and eyen the Polite- 
neſs, of the People, depends upon Traffick. 
But, I am importuned, by Compaſſion, not to 
defer the Requeſt of another Corteſpondent; 
ſo that J have, in this Paper, Room only to 
obſerve; That a Nation, advantageouſly ſi- 
tuated for Commerce, can neyer be over- 
ſtocked with Tragers, 2 b 


To 


MW 
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To Mr. FR EE-THI VE ER. 


of I R, London, Auguſt 25. 17191 
Am under a Clond of Adyerſity, being 
J incapable of anſwering all the Demands 
© of my Creditors, I ſend you à particular 
© Account of my Concerns; ow it may ap- 
< pear, I have not been extra Which; 
© when my Creditors {hall ſee, I hope they 
< will the more readily commiſerate my 
Caſe. 
© I began to Trade for my ſelf, in the Year 
© Seventeen Hundred mi Four. My Wife's 
© Fortune and my own amounted to Four 
Hundred Pounds: One Hundred of which 
© was expended in Houſhold Goods, and in 
© fitting up the Shop: So that, I had then 
Three Hundred Pounds left. From the Be- 
© oinning, I have traded for. a Thouſand 
© Pounds per Amum, one Year. with ano- 
© ther: And, my Dealing being in the Re- 
© tail Way, I truſted little: So that, 1 
thought my Trade was a good Living Bu- 
© ſineſs ; and that I rather added to, than di- 
c miniſhed, my Stock, But, ſince my pre- 
* ſent Misfortunes, I have ſate down, and ſe- 
* riouſly reflected how I ſhould run out; up- 
. 4 on 


* 
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8 on which, I made the following Calcu- 
£ lation, 
„ 
c DAI Year wit 20 oo 
A Child at Nurſe, and Ly- 
ing i —— 
© A Man Servant ——— — o oo 
A Maid Servant 00 oo 
Houſe-Keeping, and Weat- 
ing Apparel —— — 
© Coals, Candles, Waſhing, 
© Small-Beer, and other 
| © Contingent Charges — 
Church and Poor, Water, 
Watch, Window and 
6 Convex Lights, Pariſh 
t and Ward Offices, Com- 
f pany Charges, &c. one 
© Year with another 
pocket Expences annually 
. Bad Debts gl. per An; — 


00 oo 


©0 00 
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Rimini 
. Gained in 15 Years Trade Gerad 
120 l. each Year is — . WP. $9. .00 


ee when mann 300 00 00 


— 


2100 oo oo 


—— — 


7 ede as per ahi 8 
Calculation, 163 J. every 
© Year; which in 15 Years(- 

ba amounts to — Expended )- 

| Gained — 2100 00 os 


756 —— 


2445 00 oo 


"pk 345 oo oo 


VU pon the Caſting up of my) „ 
© Stock, c. I find that 10 420 00 +00 
F have Shop-Goods ——) * 
f Houſhold Goods, valued at 50 oo oo 
Good Book-Debts —— 126 o 00 


een, 


596. oo 00 


tt 


* And 1 find, that I owe my Creditors 

| 941 l. By which 1 find, I am capable of 

* paying but Twelve Shillings i in the GL | 

« By this Calcylation of my Affairs, I have 

1 Two Purpoſes in View. The Firſt is, that 
* when my Creditors, and the reſt of Mankind, 

F ſhall ſee this faithful State of my Account, 


* * 
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© they will the more cheerfully comply with 

© the Compoſition, I offer. 
© My Second Purpoſe is, by way of Advice 
© to my Fellow-Citizens in general; That 
© they would, before it is too late, fit down 
© and make an Eſtimate of their Affairs; and 
© if any find, the Profits ariſing from their 
© Trade do not anſwer their preſent Charges, 
© that they would timely endeavqur to ex- 
© tricate themſelves from their growing Diffi- 
$ —— This early Circumſpection would 
t the filling of our Gazetter with ſuch 
0 12 — of Statutes of Bankruptcy. This 
a prudent Calculation is neceſſary, at leaſt 
© once in the Year, for all Traders, though 
© never ſo conſiderable: And the Shop-Keeper 
© or Merchant, who finds his Aﬀairs do not 
© anſwer his Expectations, ſhould in Time 
© contract his Expences proportionably, or fall 
upon ſome other Expedient to make good 
© the Deficiencies owing to his Inadvertency. 
c Your Thoughts ugon this Subject would be 
e ſerviceable, as well as ö to the 


' Town, 1 am, SIR, 
Dur conſtant Reader, 


? 4 


J. H. 


1 
D 
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Mx unfortunate Correſpondent has, in his 
own Words, ſufficiently cautioned his Fellow- 
Citizens, not to trade Without-Book : And 
as the Warnings of a Sufferer are the moſt 
effectual; inſtead of attempting to enforce 
his Admonitions, I ſhall turn Advocate for 
him with his Creditors; ſuppoſing the above 
written Account to be faixly ſtated. 
Me are liable to Overſights in every Con- 
dition of Lite ; and Traders are, of all 
Men, the moſt liable to fail in their Endea- 
vours, Every Imprudence is not to be treated 


with Rigour ; And, 4 it to the Honour 
ſoful Dealer gene- 


of the City, that an 
rally meets with Compaſſion there; whereas, 
a Failure at Court is uſually purſued with un- 
worthy Reproaches and Contempt. | 
Methinks, the firſt Failure of every Man 
calls for Indulgence. But, that I may not be 
guilty of Partiality, even in pleading for the 
Diſtreſſed, I think it reaſonable, the Creditors 
ſhould in their Determinatiyns, have a Regard 
to the Character of their Debtor. A Fair 
Character generally is (and always ſhould be) 
the viſible Reward of Vertue, by the Support 
a juſt Man may hope for, from it, in Adver- 
ſity. I know not whether I mention this 
Conlideratign to the Advantage or Diſadvan- 
| ä 


7 
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tage of Mr. F. H. who is an utter Stranger to 
me: And it is my Deſire, that all, who ap- 
ply to me, may keep themſelves concealed; 
I may be the more free in my Judg- 
ments. As 

But; ſhould the Perſons, concerned with 
my Correſpondent, generouſly comply with 
his Terms; he muſt not think the Compoſi- 
tion a due Satisfaction to his Creditors: On 
the contrary, he thereby becomes doubly in- 
debted; and is obliged, by their Forbearance, 
to double his Diligence and Frugality; in 
hopes to put himſelf in a Condition, one 
Day, to pay the Whole: Otherwiſe, I ſhall 
be ſorry, that I ever attempted to ſpeak in his 
Favour. 5 72 BI 
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1 


| Now, Fe my * (ih greateſt Oat that 45 
None loves you, half ſo well as J: N 
Ido not ark Your Love for This; 

Bur, for Heaven's Sake, believe me; or I die. ' 


Cow. 


1 


Cambridge, Juh 16. 1719 
Daar My. FRE I-TuiIxXIX, 


A frequented by à great many 
young Gentlemen, of this Uni- 
= verſity. I am thought Agree- 

« able ; and my Glaſs makes Me think my ſelf 
© ſo. My Ambition is to marry a Gownſ- 
* man; and to that end, I lay out all my 
* Wages in fine Cloathes. I have (a long 
time) been upon the Watch, like a Cat 
: for a Mouſe; ang began. to. Deſpair of my 
128 Prey. 


Am a Servant-Maid, in a Houſe 
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© © Prey. But, of late, I have an Undergra- 
© duate in my Eye; who (I hope) will be my 
& own, Every Time he comes, he winks 
© and ſmiles upon me; ſqueezes my Hand by 
Stealth; and, in a Whiſper, ſwears 1 am 
© pretty. Sometimes, he throws the Sleeve of 
© his Gown about my Neck ; pulls me cloſe to 
© him; and ſtifles me with Kiſſes. Now, dear 
© Sir, tell me, whether you think I may, by 
© theſe Tokens, look upon the Gentleman as 
© my Lover; or as a Gallant, who has only a 
© Deſign upon my Vertue. If you think him 
© the Former, I deſire you will teach me how 
© to ſecure him; if the Latter, how to guard 
© againſt him: For, he is a pretty Fellow. 
© Be ſpeedy, Pray, in your Advice; leſt it 

© ſhould come too late. 


Ian Your, 


1 BARBARA Tuovchrror- 


Many of my Correſpondents are in 
Snaſte, and preſſing for a Place in my next Pa- 
per: But, by the Dates of almoſt all the Let- 
ters I have publiſhed, they may ſee, that I 
am feldom at Leiſure to comply with their 
Impatience. If this Paper comes too late to 
the Hands of the Parties concerned; it may 
nevertheleſs, 


* | % 


No 153 The FnEE-TRIN EER. 35¹ 


nevertheleſs, be of uſe to others! in the like * 
tickliſh Circumſtances. 

To ſpeak in the Univerſi Re Lana: the 
Tokens. this pretty Maid has particularized, 
are very Equi vocal; and nothing leſs than a 
Conjurer can expound their Meaning. In all 
the Love-Caſes, that come before me, I con- 
ſider my ſelf as the Parent or Guardian of the 
Perſons, who conſult: me. Therefore, if Bar- 
bara will be ruled by a Philoſopher, I adviſe 
her to moderate her Ambition; to ſave her 
Wages; to dreſs ſuitably to her Condition; 
and to break her Glaſs. Many a Damſel, 
who has marry'd/ a: Round-Cap, has dearly re- 
pented of her Bargain. By my Twenty - Firſt 
* the may ſee, I do not approve of very 
unequal Matches: That, — may not 

be her Caſe: But, I would have her con- 
ſider, that the leſs her Lover knows of the 
World, the more apt will he be to alter his 
Mind. A Student is not of Age, at the 
ſooneſt, before Five and Twenty: And, an 
Undergraduate ſhould no more'be allowed to 
venture. upon Wedlock, than an Apprentice. 


Ts 


| 

l 
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To the FREE-THINKER. 


2 IR. Fridy Morning, Jul 31. 1719. 
F I love to a greater Exceſs, than can bs. 
approved of by a Philoſopher, it is ow- 
1 * in ſome meaſure to the Free-Thinker, 
© who is ſo very indulgent to All, that pro- 
© feſs themſelves Lovers. You encourage 
© your Diſciples to give Admittance to a Paſ- 
© fion, which ſoon grows too powerful a 
© Gueſt to be reſiſted, and lords it over the 
. © Hoſt, Thus, at leaſt, has it fared with 
© me: In vain do I endeavour, by the Help of 
© Philoſophy, to eject this troubleſome Gueſt 
* from my Boſom : In vain do I ſtrive to aſ- 
< ſert my . Liberty: I find my ſelf eve- 
* ry Day more and more a Slave to the cruel- 
leſt, but to the faireſt, of Women. To = 
* therefore, Sir, do I apply for Redreſs : 
« your Generoſity and Averſion to Tyranny = 
© every ſort, do I depend; hoping, you will 
© not refuſe your Aſſiſtance to one, under an 
© Oppreſſion, — you have partly been 
© Acceſlary. 
© I do not expect (a Task impoſſible ! ) that 
. 7 ſhould inſtruet me, how to gain any 


* Pity 
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pPity from her I love: My only. Hope is, 
* that you -may teach me. to ſupport her 
* Scorn. And yet, alas, that too (I fear) is 
© impoſſible ! Patience, which in other Suffer- 
* ihgs is a Vertue, here would ſeem a Crime. 
Let me; then, indulge my Sorrow]; and do 
* you, Sir, help to make it plealing to me, 
by your Approbation: Nor could you diſ- 
* approve my Paſſion, did you know the La- 
© dy, who is the Object of my Deſires. So 
© excellent a Creature muſt juſtify any Ex- 
* travagance, whatſoever: And 1 with (for 
* your Satisfaction) I was able to ſpeak of her 
* PerfeRions, in Language equal to the Sub- 

< Nevertheleſs; deſerving as ſhe is, ſo little 
c ſenſible is the of her Charms, and ſo little 
« Rhetorick have I, that I cannot, by all my 
© Proteſtations, perſwade her either of her 
power, or my Love; which is the only Re- 
* ward I aſpire to, for my whole Soul, 
© which. I have devoted to her. Dear Mr. 
& Free-Thinker, be my Friend in obtaining this 
© Requeſt. Tell her the Fondneſs of my 
Love; and how, in the Anguiſh of my Heart, 
© ] have entreated you to be my Advocate; 


Sor, rather tell her, that you believe me 
' 7 © ſincere 5 


354 The FREE-THINKER, No 153 : 


© {incere; and then, I know, ſhe will no lon- 
© ger doubt of my Faith; ſo great a Deference 
has the for your Opinion. 


P. & 


P. S. I ſhould have told you, her Name 
© is Lucinda. 


In Vindication of my ſelf, I deſire this 
Gentleman to have Recourſe to the ſeveral 
Lectures and Obſervations, I have publiſhed 
for the Benefit of Lovers; and ** he has 
ſeriouſly conſidered them, I dare ſay, he will 
not tax me with encouraging my Diſciples 
to love either to Madneſs, or "without Hope. 
And yet, at the ſame time, I think a little 
Extravagance in a young Man, beyond the So- 
briety of Reaſon, may be excuſable in a ver- 
tuous Love; and very ſlender Hopes are not 
to be lighted from a modeſt Virgin. It is 
his Buſineſs to diſcover, whether the Lady's 
Indifferency proceeds from Diffidence, or 
Averſion: This will require the utmoſt Pene- 
tration, as well as the Uſe of the moſt ſubtle 
Stratagems ; and to aſſiſt his Judgment and In- 
vention in this refined Art, ſo neceſſary to 
embarraſſed Lovers, I recommend to him 
the diligent Peruſal of The ſcornful Lady. 

I would 
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I would not forfeit the favourable Opinion 
Lucinda has conceived of me; nor betray her 
into Credulity through her Condeſtentioh- to 
my Judgment. How long the Gentleman has 
loved, I know not: How long he may love, 
perhaps he knows not Himſelf. I adviſe her, 
therefore, to inſiſt upon the moſt evident 
Proofs of his Sincerity; which perhaps he has 
already bonn in many Inſtances, Alb 1 
can ſay in his Favour is, that his Letter 15 

pears to be ſincere; and as paſſionate, as 
Woman of Senſe needs require. If Luwinds 
conſents to Matty with him, and he ſhould not 
prove a fond indulgent Husband to a deſer - 
ving Wife; his Proteſtations to the Hes. 
Thinker will ſtand as a Publick, and ( hope) 
a Laſting, Ty againſt him. 


ac 
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Ah miſer, 
Quanta laboras in Charybdi, 
Digne puer meliore flamma . 


Hons. 


_ * —_— 4 


RES Fear, my Diſciples, who are impa- 
tient after Knowledge, and eager 
in the Purſuit of ſeverer Studies, 
may not be pleaſed with the Com- 
plaiſance I thew to my Correſpondents, by 
giving up Three Papers ſucceſſively to their 
Importunity. And yet, I could not find in 
my Heart to poſtpone the Two following 
Letters, any longer. But, to make amends 
to my Scholars for the Interruption in their 
Studies, occaſioned by-Family-Misfortunes ; I 
ſhall, on Monday, proceed in my Courſe of 
Philoſophical Lectures; to which I beſpeak . 
their Attention, 

Mr, 
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Mr. FRE E-THINEKER, 
SI R, Auguſt 24. 1719. 
I Have juſt now received the Incloſed, as I 
1 ſend it you, from an Attorney, with an 
Account of its being the Copy of a Letter 
* written by my Son, and found by his Maſter, 
* upon his running away from his Service. 
* His Maſter adds (to my Grief) that he hears, 
* my Son is marry'd to a Common Woman of 
the Town, who is the Subject of the Let- 
* ter ; and .that he was drawn'in by the Fel- 
low, to whom he writes: That he ſeduced 
him, under the Appearance of a Friend; and 
that he knew the Woman, better than my 
© Son, in every Reſpet, he 
© This Miſtreſs of his went for what, I 
* think, you call a Coquette; but, was at 
* the ſame time repreſented to my Son, as a 
very great Fortune. If, upon your publiſh- 
ing This, and my Son's Letter (by which 
© he will know 1 mean him, for he reads 
your Papers) he ſhall immediately leave 
* the Jade, and his falſe Friend; I may till 
continue the Bowels of a Father to him: 
© But, I can never think of anſwering the Ex- 
L 3 « pectations 


* 
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* peftations of the other Two, by doing for 
them, who haye ruined my Son. I am, 


SIR, 
Tour conſtant Reader and 
Admirer, though unknown, | 


R. B. 


Dear Mic o, 

60 L T Night I was moſt agreeably en- 
6 tertained by the charming . 
e She hath a ſurpriſing Way of Talk, and en- 
te forces every thing ſhe ſays, by her Looks, 
e She is capable, amidſt all the Wit, ſhe fo 
& layiſhly abounds with, of preferring One of 
te our Sex; but, in the mean Time, hath the 
ee Policy of keeping the Secret; and goes on 
te daily to ſhine, by beſtowing ſome External 
Favours on our whole Community. 

In ſhort, Friend Mica, ſhe hath decla- 
te red me the Man; and from this Moment, 1 
et fear you will think, you have too happy 
e and powerful a Rival, to carry on our 
* former Friendlhip, in all its repeated In- 
F ſtances, 

« ] | 
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< I Laugh, Sing, and Dreſs, and am Fit» 
ce ting. out for One of the moſt compleat- 
* Beaus in Chriſtendom ; but firſt of all, the 
Services are to be performed ; and M. is to 
« be conducted to the Sacred Temple, in 
* ſome plain decent Dreſs, neglecting her ve- 
** ry Jewels. An agreeable Whitenels is to 
« be in her Habit, to ſhew her Innocency ; 
ce and which may ſerve, at the ſame Time, to 
« heightea the Bluſhes, ſhe will be ſure (on 
ce ſuch an Occaſion) to (prond. over her "vi 
&« Pace. 
* ſhall not diſobey her Lan: by telling 
« you thus much. She hath allowed me ta 
< bring you there; where will be a pretty 
« young Innocent of her Training up, who is 
« Jet into the Secret; and with whom, you 
may very ſatisfactorily paſs your Time. 
„ ] ſhall hereafter be fo formal, Mico, as 
< to give you an Account when and where 
* you are to Miniſter to us in Holy Things, 
for I fear, you muſt be the Father: But 
© prithee, Mico, do not commit Inceſt with 
* your Eyes on this your Daughter; but re- 
6 = her only as a fine Woman, and my 
« Wife. 
& What can the Coxcombs fay? Where are 
* your Wits at Will's? Poor Amorous Da- 
2 4 « mon, 
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& mon, that ſo often ſighed for her! Proud 
& Honorio, that thought his Coach and Six 
« muſt carry her away. | 

“ By the Gods, Mico, ſhe is become a 
&' Chriſtian ; and hath put me upon remem- 
“ bring, I once had a God-Mother ; but I had 
& command enough of my Memory to tell, 
© I knew She had likewiſe been Educated in 
the Dodtrine and Diſcipline of the Church of 
« England, and had thereby renounced: the 
« Devil and All his Works; nay, even 


« though he ſhould appear in the Shape of 


« young Junius, whom you know to be a 
« pretty Fellow. 

ee She ſwears ſhe will not ride to the Park 
ee on a Sunday; that ſhe will even lay aſide 
& Scandal; and hath defired me to get her 


« Tillotſon's Works, and lend her The Whole © 


& Duty of Man, when I ſhall carefully have 


ce read it over; which ſhe ſtrenuouſly exhorts 


te me to do, again and again. 


„How this ſuddain Reformation began, 


ce God beſt knows; ſhe ſays, ſhe is weary of 
« her Sex's Vanities ; and believing me Meri- 
& torious, would thus Reward me: But, ſhe 
« hath not given me a very particular Ac- 


count of her new Experiences. 
34 


3 
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I am going to her. — The Gods continue 
this Temper in her, till Tueſday; which 


c will do, Mico. But, ſhould I find: her a 


“ Reprobate, and that after her Houſe was 
thus ſwept clean, Seven worſe Spirits had 
« entered in; — Farewell Love, Farewell 
& Wife: — Woman is Inconſtant : — Wine is 
« Powerful: — And I have nothing then to 
do, but to get a Place at Court, I am, 


Dear M 1 0 o, 
Partly Your's, 


PAMPHILUS, 


Tar Jqt of Parents are ſecret ; and ſo are 
their Grieft and Tears: They cannot utter the 
one, nor they will not utter the other : Says 
Sir Francis Bacon in his Eſſays. To which I 
may add; That the Joys and the Griefs of 
Parents cannot be well conceived by any, but 
Parents. And yet, I ſympathize with Mr. R. B, 
and feel ſomething, which I imagine like the 
Concern of a Father, upon reading theſe Let- 
ters. In the' Firſt, may be diſcovered the 
Force of natural Affection in the Parent; in 
that his Indignation riſes only againſt the 2 

00s, 
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ſons, who have enſnared his Son: In the Se- 
cond, appears the Brisk Thoughtleſsneſs, which 
is too common amongſt the Genteel Clerks 
and Apprentices, about the Town. 

I make it my Requeſt to Pampbilut, that 
he will immediately pay his Duty to. his Fa- 
ther; and hear, at leaſt, the Propoſals, he 
may offer to his Conſideration. In the mean 
time, let me diſlwade him from the Project 
of getting a Place at Court: It will be far 
more prudent in him to follow the Buſineſs, 
to which he is bred. Places at Court are not 
to be had, for asking. There are People 
about the Court, who liveꝰ upon ſelling Smiles: 
And he will meet with abundance of Dear 
Mico's, who will plunge him, a ſecond time, 
into inextricable Difficulties, with all the 
ſeeming Cordiality imaginable. Not to re- 
peat what I have already ſaid; I refer him, 
for his farther Inſtruction, to the Fifty-Firſt 
and the Hundred and Forty-Third Papers, 
But, if he is obſtinately bent upon trying his 
Fortune amongſt the Great Men, and the 
Woman, he is ſuppoſed to have marry'd, be 
ſuch as ſhe is repreſented; her Ingenuity. may, 
probably, be of Service to him. 


Monday, 


No 155 The FRE R- 8 363 
2 ESE ASI) $8. . 


x" 199 Monde, pe 14-1719 


— A — ————— ed 
U Tur, & impigre ſimul experientia mentis, 
Fenlai docuit pedetentim progredientes. 


VEL 


* * 
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Do carry on the * Porch of Know- 
WOE lodge ” When a 3 
0 . ſtanding has, through Reflection, 
(d attained to ſo nice a Diſcernment, 
chat 18 the moſt diſtinguiſhing Eye) it is 
able to perceive the unobvious Diſtinctions 
between Things, which bear à very near Re- 
ſemblance to one another; It is, then, in a 
fit Condition to acquire clear Ideas; which 
(be they never fo few) are the ſure (and only) 
Pledges of future Knowledge. 

It is through the Want of this punctuality, 
this Preciſion in our Diſcernment, that our 
Judgments are rn: ; and chat, we unwit- 
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tingly fall into Errours. The principal Per- 
fection, or the Cleverneſs (to familiarize my 
Meaning) of a right Underſtanding, conſiſts 
in the Skill of ſingling out the moſt minute, 
and moſt peculiar, Differences of Notions, 
ſeemingly alike; ſuch Unlikeneſſes as, by 
their Subtility, eſcape the Obſervation of 
Judgments leſs acute. Thus, an expert 
Jeweller diſcovers a conſiderable Diſpropor- 
tion in the Value of Diamonds, between 
= a Common Eye perceives no Inequa- 

ty. 
| The firſt little Parcel of Neat Ideas, which 
a Man is Maſter of, will enable him to en- 
creaſe his Store; ſince one Truth, clearly ap- 
prehended, leads as naturally to another, as 
one Errour betrays us into more. The Mind 
proceeds, in the Acquiſition of Knowledge, 
by comparing all New Ideas (as they preſent 
Themſelves) not only one with another; but 
likewiſe, with the Notions, it was before 
poſſeſſed of: And conſequently, if a Man be- 
gins to Philoſophize, by acquieſcing in a Set 
of unaccurate Conceptions ; his future Brood 
of Notions will be moſtly ſpurious, and his 
| Concluſions deceitful. 

Let the Candid. Student then (who- deſires 
to 1 Freely) in the firſt Place apply his 


whole 


* 
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whole Attention to diſcern the full Truth of 
a few General Notions; by which (as by ſo 
many Standards) he may aſcertain the greateſt _ 
Part of his other Ideas. After this, as he 
daily looks over his Stores of Knowledge; it 
may ſometimes happen, that his ſubſequent 
Thouglits and Judgment of Things will prove 
inconſiſtent (more or leſs) with his former 
Reflections; whereupon, ſince Both cannot 
be abſolutely True, he muſt ſpare no Pains 
to be better informed : And herein, the Ac- 
curate Diſcrimination of his Ideas, ſo as to 
perceive all their Likeneſſes and Unlikeneſſes, 
their Equalities and Inequalities, will be of 
the greateſt Service to him. 
He muſt have a great Averſion to Errour, 
and a mighty Love for Truth, who has the 
Candour and the Patience to delight in this 
Severity of Free-Thinking. But, whether 
upon this ſtrict Examination, he finds himſelf 
miſtaken in his old Opinions, and quits them 
as Prejudices; or, whether he is confirmed in 
the Juſtneſs of his new Notions, and retains 
them as approved Truths; in both Inſtances, 
he advances in ſound Knowledge: Since, the 
enſuring a Truth, or the deſtroying a Falſ- 
hood, in the Mind, is equal Gain to a Philo» 
ſopher. f ; ; 
Now, 


# 
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Now, a ſmall Stock of plain General 
Truths, which are fully and diſtinctly compre- 
hended, together with their Relations to one 
another, is capable of being applied to a vaſt 
Variety of Uſes ; many of which cannot be 
foreſeen even by the Poſſeſſbur of this little, 
ſignificant Treaſures Provided therefore, he 
does not exceed the Limits of his Under- 
ſtanding, nor haſtily entertain Novelties, ſo as 
to ſuffer them unwarily to mix with his Ori- 
ginal Standard Notions, with which he is per- 
fectly acquainted ; his Judgment will not be 
perplexed, nor his Sagacity puzzled in the In- 
veſtigation of ſuch new Truths, as are the im- 
mediate Deſcendants from thoſe he already 
chjoys, or at leaſt bear an Affinity to them. 

Thus, the Algebraiſt ſets out with a very 
few ſimple, but clear Principles, which ena- 
ble him to work out a very intricate Que- 
ſtion, to his Satisfaclion: While every loi 
Acquiſition, he makes, is the Foundation of 
his ſucceeding Knowledge; of which there 
often appears not the leaſt Glimpſe, before 
he comes to the End of his Enquiry ; when, 
the latent Truth, he has patiently purſued, is 
at laſt manifeſted to him (as it were at once) 
in its full Evidence. Thus likewiſe (to give 
a more familiar Inſtance) the Proteſtant, 870 

(after 


* 
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(after due Reflection) clearly comprehends, 
That mere Man cannot be Infallible in the 
Concerns of Religion; and that God alone 
can know the Heart of Man; may, from 
theſe Two Fundamental Principles, not only 
detect moſt of the Abſurdities peculiar to Po- 
pery ; but, may alſo come gradually on to be 
convinced, That, in Matters purely Reli- 
gious, even we Proteſtants are neither to 
judge, nor to perſecute, our Fellow- Subjects; 
but, that every Man ought to be indulged in 
the Religious Liberty of his Conſcience. 

But, to return to the Uſefulneſs of diſtin, 
and adequate, Ideas: We ate to view out 
general Notions (which are to condt:& us to 
Particulars) on every Side; and to know the 
fall Extent and Dimenſions of them; before 
we venture to confide in them, as our Guides 
to farther Knowledge: Since a Truth, ap- 
prehended only by Halves, or in Part, may as 
readily ſeduce us into erroneous Concluſions, 
as a Propoſition, that is entirely Falſe. 

To illuſtrate this Precaution to my more 
learned Readers: Weight is a known Proper. 
ty of Bodies; and every Man has obſerved, 
that a Stone (or Ball of Lead) forced up into 
the Air, falls down again ſwifter and more 
. as it has more Weight; while 54 

thers 


* 
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| thers (or lighter Bodies) are ſlower. and more 
oblique in their Deſcent. Thus, the general 


Notion of the Deſcent of heavy Bodies be- 


comes, by common Obſervation, familiar to 
the Underſtanding; previous to any Philoſo- 
phical Examination. Upon this daily Expe- 
rience of Mankind, did the Epicureant Reaſon 
ſupinety; taking it for granted, that the 
Atoms, of which Materials (according to 
them) the World is compoſed, continued to 
deſcend, for ever, in the ſame direct Line; 
never «conſidering, that heavy Bodies ſtill 
tend towards the Earth, on this, or any other, 
ſide of the Globe: And, upon this inaccurate 
Knowledge of the Tendency of heavy Bodies, 
They thought the Notion of Antipoder to be 
ridiculous ; imagining, that a People on the 
other ſide of the Earth, with their Feet di- 
realy oppoſite to our Feet, muſt .neceſlarily 
fall headlong into the Sky. 
In the like manner, the preſent Race of 
Fanaticks are ſtrongly- deluded. From the 
univerſal Conſent not only of this Nation, but 
of all Mankind, who live under a Monarchi- 
cal Form of Government, they have learned; 
That it is commendable in Subjects, to take 
up Arms in Defence of their Rightful King : 
But then, not having „ diſiinet and compleat 
Notion 
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Notion of the Qualifications requiſite in a 
Rightful King of Great Britain; ſome of 
them have unhappily rebelled merely through 
want of Reflection: And it is the partial 
Knowledge of this Queſtion, that ſtill betrays 
the Inadvertent into Sedition; and ſeveral 
daily draw upon Themſelves the Juſtice of 
the Laws, by making Inferences fronf ob- 
{cure and confuſed Ideas, | 
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Namque alid ex alio clareſcere corde videbant 
Artibns ; ad ſummum donec ventre cacumen. 
| Lucker. 
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Ideas, of which' om A 5 and full Con- 
ception; and by which he regulates his Judg- 
ment of the ſeveral fubſequent Particulars, 
that have any Relation to them. Theſe ap- 
proved and ſettled Notions may be con- 
ſidered, as ſo many Originals ; from which all, 
or moſt, of his future Notions are derived, in 
the Progreſs of his Enquiries: And therefore, 
1 ſhall here liken Them to the Heads of 
Families, fruitful in their Progeny, and 
branching out into numerous Alliances: By 
, which 
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which Alluſion, I hope to explain myſelf 
even to my Female Diſciples, who ſhall ap- 
ply Themſelves to the Study of this Column. 
Now ; the Relations between theſe ſtand- 
ing Originals, or Parent-Ideas, and the New 
Ones, which are born of them, diminiſh gra- 
dually, and grow more and more obſcure, as 
they are drawn out into Length by many Re- 
moves ; Infomuch that, there often ariſes 
much Uncertainty about them, when there 
are numerous intermediate Deſcents ; each of 
which muſt be carefully traced upwards, in 
order to aſcertain their Anceſtry, and make 
out their Degrees of Kindred. In this En- 
quiry, therefore, into the Relations of Ideas, 
the ſame ſort of Care is neceſſary, as is uſed 
in order to determine the Conſanguinity of 
Families. fe eV 
There is a Kind of Philoſophical Heraldry : 
And, in order to think clearly and juſtly, my 
Diſciple muſt regiſter in his Mind the Genera- 
tiont of his Notions, with their peculiar Diſtin- 
ctions; that he may be thereby enabled not 
only to account for the different Relations 
they bear one to another, but alſo to know 
the Degree of Conſanguinity, they reſpective- 
Iy ſtand in, with Regard to their Originals. 


Aa 2 Tn 
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In every Family, the near Deſcendents ate 
eaſily known ; whereas, the Degrees of Con- 
ſanguinity of ſuch, as arc at a great Diſtance 
from their Stock, can be diſcovered only by 
examining their Genealogies, with the utmoſt 
Accuracy. Thus likewiſe it is, with Regard 
to Notions; It is no difficult Matter to per- 
ceive diſtinctly the Relations of Ideas, that 
ſpring immediately from their Originals; but, 
as to Ideas far removed from their Firſt Prin- 
ciple, the Chain of Reference muſt be con- 
tinued, in the Mind, without Interruption; 
by which Means the Relation of an Idea, the 
moſt remote, may be traced upwards, through 
all the intermediate Degrees, to its true 
Original. 

This is a Study, that requires no ſmall Pa- 
tience and Intenſeneſs of Thought: And yet, 
no Man can proceed ſecurely in any Me- 
thod of Reaſoning, without being aſſured of 
the Relations of his Ideas, and of the Man- 
ner in which they do (as it were) derive 
their Pedigree. 


The Deſcent of ſome Notions is Dired: 
Others run off, obliquely, into Se parate and 
Collateral Channels. This Difference in the 
Genealogy of Idea is very much to be con- 
8 ſidered; 
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ſidered; fince, their Branching. diverſely into 
ſeveral 1 creates new Difficulties in the 
preciſe knowledge of them; and greatly. 
obſcures their Relation to the Head of their 
Clan. | 


Every Remove in a Family loſes, gradually, 
the Blood of the Anceſtours ; and inſenſibly 
grows into a ſeparate Family: From which, in 
Time, a New Race ariſes. So is it, in the 
Propagation of Ideas: When they are diſtant. 
from their Originals, and are become (as it. 
were) another Stock; they will, at laſt, be 
found to retain few of the Qualities, peculiar 
to their Firſt Parents. 


To explain this Doctrine; I ſhall have Re- 
courſe to. the Inſtance I gave of the Vulgar 
(which was the Firſt) Idea of the Deſcent of 
heavy Bodies. Every Mechanick can deter- 
mine the Weight of Bodies by Scales: But, a 
Philoſopher experiences a Difference in their 
Weight, according to the different Fluid, 
in which they are weighed. Hence ariſes a 
new Diſtinction of Weight, into Abſolute and 
Comparative. But, beſide this Departure 


from the Original Idea; The Firſt Notion of 
the direct Deſcent of heavy Bodies is again 
altered, or at leaſt limited, by Perſons, Who 


Ay ſuppole 
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ſuppoſe a large Orb to be comprehended with- 
in the Terraqueous Globe ; to which, rather 
than to the Center of the Whole, weighty 
Bodies have a direct Tendency. And again; 
when we proceed to regard this Principle of 
Gravitation as producing the Powers of Im- 
pulſe and Elaſticity; we ſo far loſe Sight of 
that Idea of Weight, which the Mind had 
primarily conceived, as to conſider Impulſe 
and Elaſticity, as Original Ideas, diſtin& and 
abſtracted from any Conſideration of their 
Firſt Parent. 


But, that my Readers may not imagine, it 
is only in Philoſophical Enquiries that the 
Mind is apt to deviate from its Original 
Ideas, I ſhall give them a more obvious 
Example ; obſerying firſt, that this Kind of 
Inadvertency in Philoſophical Queſtions leads 
a Man only into Errours; whereas, when it 
happens in Queſtions relating to Common 
Life, it betrays us often, through Miſtakes, 
into Misfortunes, The firſt Notion of Go- 
vernment (which Mea of any Reflection form 

to themſelves) is, That it is intended ſor the 
Good of the Whole Society: The Propoſition, 
which natutally riſes in the Mind out of this 

Principle, is; That Individuals muſt obey 
| their 
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their Governours: The not attending ſtrictly 
| to the Relation, which this Propoſition bears 

to its firſt Principle, and the conſidering it as 
a Primary Truth, detached from its Original, 
has been the Foundation of all the Tyranny; 


that was ever exerciſed in the World; and; 


is the fatal Miſtake, which infatuates Multi- 
tudes to believe, they are in Conſcience obliged 


to be Slaves. f 
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He manus, ba NON un vulnerd a paſſ; ; 
Quique ſacerdotes caſti, dum vita manebat : 
VI RG, 
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5 7 N the Twenty -Fourth of Auguſt, I 
[i ſo | began a Piece of Painting: And 
ti tf naw I take up my Pencil, with 
an Intention to finiſh it. The 
Subject therefore, of this Day's Paper is the 
Second Part of Pſychoſtaticks ; the Weighing of 
True Merit: Which (to purſue the Allegory) 
is to be repreſented in Picture, on the Walls 
of the Inner and more retired Room. 

As Poetry and Painting are Siſter Arts; ſo 
there is a particular Aſſinity between Hiſtory- 
Painting and Epick-Poetry. This will juſtify 
my taking the whole Deſign of the Imagery 
from a Paſſage in the Sixth Book of the 


Fneid ; The Place is, where the Poet peo- 
ples 


ies 3% 
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ples his Ehſium with a Colony of Inhabitants, 
worthy of thoſe bliſsful Regions. His Senti- 
ments are noble and delicate; and he' has, 
with the niceſt Judgment, here ſhadowed out 
the diſtin Kinds of True Merit and Excel- 
lency, which juſtly entitle Men to ne 
Degrees of Eſteem and Glory. 

I have taken Part of the Verſes in the Ori- 
ginal for my preſent Motto: And, as in the. 
entire Paſſage, Virgil ſpecifies Five Kinds of 
Great Merit; anſwerable to his Diviſion, I 
ſhall diſtribute. this Second Part.of Pſychoſta-. 
tical Experiments into Five Hiſtory-Pieces : 
Two of which fhall be the Entertainment of 

this Day. 

T x firſt Piece is much the Largeſt; 400 
fills the whole fronting Wall, at the upper End 
of the Room. Here, we ſee a Proſpect of the 
Sea: And far off, on one Side, is extended a 
flat Coaſt, full of Shoals, an 1d fenced with 
Dykes ; behind which appears (in perſpective) 
a level Countrey; in which thick- ſpread Cities 
riſe, many of them ſurrounded with Water, 
and the Streets adorned with Trees and Ca- 
nals. On the Shore of this Countrey ſtand 
Crowds of the Inhabitants, with Tears in their 
Eyes; looking on a numerous Fleet, which 
lails from them; and ' ſeems to direct its 

Courſo 
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Courſe towards a large neighbouring Iſland. 
This Ifland riſes out of the Sea, encompaſſed 
with white Rocks; on which ſwarms a mixt 
Multitude, of every Rank and Condition : By 
their Countenances, and the Spying-Glafles, 
which ſeveral of them uſe, it may be gueſſed, 
that they wait for the Arrival of the Fleet, 
- with no leſs Concern, than the oppoſite Na- 
tion laments its Departure. The Face of the 
Hland is agreeably diverſified with Cities, 
Towns, Villages, Hills, Rivers, Woods, green 
Meadows, and Corn-Fields; and the very 
Mountains are cloathed with Graſs. 

On the level Top of one of the Mountains, 
is erected a large Ballance: In the aſcending 
Scale hangs, tottering, a tall Perſon, of a 
long, dejected Viſage ; with a Crown falling 
from his Head, and a Male-Infant in his 
Arms. Below him, on the Ground, ſtands a 
huge Monſter (like That, by which the Poets 
repreſent Faction) with a Multiplicity of Heads 
and Hands : Some of the Hands tugg at the 
Cords of the Scale, endeavouring to pull it 
downwards; others appear open, with Heaps 
of French Piſtoles in the Palmes. The weigh- 
tier Scale deſcends as low as poſſible; and in 
it fits, on a Throne, a Princely Figure: His 
Look i is Majeſtick, Wiſe, Reſolute, and Ho- 

neſt; 
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neſt; with an high Forehead, and piercing 
Eye. On the Right and Left Side of this 
Scale, are placed Two Portraitures, that ſeem 
attentive to every Motion of the Prince. 
The Figure, on the Right, diſcovers in his 
Aſpe& great Penetration and Aﬀability: A A 
Golden Mace lies by him; and he holds in 
one Hand a large, embroidered Parſe, with 
the Arms of England emboſſed upon it; in 
the other, a Baron's Coronet, with this De- 
vice, PrRoDESSE OU4M ConsPrct. On the 
Left, is the Figure of a Perſon, much'youn- 
ger : In his Face appears a lively Bloom, with 
an uncommon Mixture of Fire and Judgment; 
to which is added a Dignity, that declares 
him to be of Noble Birth: He is array d in a 
Robe of Black Silk adorned with Loops and 
Buttons of Gold; and the whole Figure ſeems * 
to be the Original of a Picture, 1 dave ſeen Per 
full Length) in Trinity-College Library, at 
Cambridge. 

At a little Diſtance, ſtand Three Wentiles 
of Importance. The Firſt is a grave, beauti.. 
fal Matron ; in whoſe Face may be remarka. 
bly diſcerned Meekneſs, Humility, Devotion, 
and Sweetneſs: Her Drefs is plain, and de- 
cent; and- her Head i is bound with a White 
Filler, in which is woyen in Red ws 

HE 
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TRI PROTESTANT REL1G1ON., The 
Charms of the Second are of another Kind : 
Her Limbs ſhew an unuſual Vigour; her 
; Complexion is fair and bright; her Eye lively 
and ſparkling : But, though her Air is free 
and chearful ; yet it is modeſt, and not diſ- 
compoſed : Her Garb, which ſits eaſy, but 
not looſe, is a Silver Brocade ; on which the 
various Emblems of LI BIA v are wrought 
in Needle-Work of Gold. The Beauty of 
the Third fills the Eye; and ſhe bears, a ſmi- 
ling, contented Countenance : Her Drapery 
is of the fineſt Woollen Manufacture: A 
Chaplet of Ears of Wheat wreaths her Tem- 
X14 and ſhe holds in one Hand a Marriner's 
Compaſs, and in the other, a Golden Coin, 
on which is ſtamped PROPERTY. Theſe 
Three Ladies fix their Eyes on the Prince in 
the prevailing Scale; looking up to him, as 
their Patron and Defender, 

The Four remaining Pſychoſtatical Pieces are 
| ſet in diſtin& Pannels, on a Side-Wall of the 
Room. In the Firſt Pannel an Ange], with 
Wings expanded, holds an Azure Beam, that 

iſes Two Scales. In the weighty Scale, is 

repreſented a Perſon attired in a Black-Sattin 
Robe, with Sleeves of the fineſt Lawn : His 
Countenance is ingenuous, good-natured, and 
pious : 
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pious: He holds a Bible, open, in his Hands; 
and ſeems ſpeaking to an attentive Audience, 
ſtrook with Concern. At his Feet, are placed 
Three Folio. Volumet; the uppermoſt lies open; 
and the Title at the Top of the Page is, The 
RULEZ or FAITH. It is amazing to ſee 
the mounting Scale, ſeemingly, ſo Loaded; 
and yet, in Effect ſo Light: It is filled with 
a Maſly Tripple-Crown, Golden Croſiers, 
Silver Crucifixes, Keys, Dead Mens Bones, 
Scourges, Beads, Wafers, and one Velyet 
embroidered Slipper. | 
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. ——— 
od 


Onique pij vatet, & Phebo digna locuti : 
Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per artes : 
Quique ſui memores alios fecere merendo. - 


—U— 


| VIX. 


mo O NDAT's Paper was cloſed 
My wich an Allegorical Hiſtory-Piece, 


* 


„* 


which fills the Firſt Pannel in a 
CCS Side-Wall of. the Inner Room: 
And, now, I ſhall point out the Repreſenta- 
tions, which adorn the Three remaining Pan- 
nels. The Subject of which will be found 
anſwerable to the Three Verſes, I quote 
from Virgil: Of whom it may be proper, in 

this 


9, 4 
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this Place, to obſerve; That no Writer ever 
delivered more juſt and more ſublime Moral 


Notions, than thoſe, which ſhine throughout 
this admirable Poet. 


Tur Painting on the Second Pannel 
comes, next in Order, to be viewed. From 
the Top of the Piece a ſtrong Light ſtrikes 
the Eye ; and, through an Opening of the 
Heavens, appears a Man playing on a Harp. 
His Countenance is raddy, and beautifal ; 
and, in it, may be diſcerned the Tranſports of 
Muſick, Poetry, and Devotion. By him, on 
one Side, lies a Sling; and, on the other, 
are the Helmet, Spear, Sword, and Coat of 
Mail, of a vaſt Giant: A Glory blazes round 


his Temples; and, on his Head, is a Regal 
Crown. 


Below, riſes an high Mountain, cleft into 
Two Summits: It is ſhaded all over with 
Bay-Trees ; and in the Middle, between the 
Two Summits, a Fountain ſprings up into a 
wide Baſon, which empties it ſelf in a large 
Caſcade, The Waters, at the Bottom, unite 
into a'Cryſtal Stream; and, on a Bank of the 
Stream, ſits a lovely Youth, full of Comelineſs, 
with bright flowing Hair. Acroſs -his Shoul- 
ders, hangs a Quiver ſtored with Arrows ; and 


by 
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by him lies a Silver Bow, and a Golden Lyre. 

He is attended by Nine beautiful Nym Kg 
Both the Youth and his fair Attendants ſeem 
big with Expectation and Doubt; and fix their 


Eyes on Two Perſons, weighing before 

them. 
In the Scale on the Right Hand, is a LD 
ful Old Man: There is a Dignity and Bold- 
neſs in his Features; and his whole Aſpect diſ- 
covers great Livelineſs, and an uncommon Sub- 
limity of Thought. His grey Hairs lie almoſt 
hid, under a Wreath of Bays; and he is cover-, 
ed with a Looſe Mantle, which is wrapt over 
his Hands. In the Foldings of the Mantle, 
= ſeveral Little Rolls ; Two of which 
ing at a Corner, in the One may be di- 
Ringuiſhed theſe Characters; MHNIN aud 5 
in the other, ANA PA jo &vers. The Perſon, 
in the other Scale, ſeems more ſedate and 
thoughtful : His Looks ſpeak him a Man of 
great-Application, and of a conſummate Judg- 
ment. On his Head, is a mixt Garland of 
Bays, Myrtle, and rural Flowers: In his Left 
Hand, he bears a Shepherd's Crook ; at the 
Top of which hangs, cluſtering, a Swarm of 
Bees: In his Right Hand, he diſplays a 
Trumpet, with a Banner hanging from it: 
On 


z 
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On the Banner, is painted a Night- Piece of 4 
City in Flames; and a young Man, in bur- 
niſhed Armour, leading (through a Street; 
which goes to a Gate of the City) a Boy, by 
the Hand; and bearing on his Shoulders an 
aged Perſon, who carries a Parcel of little 
Images in his Arms. The Scales ſeem equal. 
ly poiſed ; or, if there is any ſmall Declenſiong 
it is on the Side of the Old Man. Cloſe by 
the Scale on the Right, ſtands (as if he expect- 
ed to be weighed next) One, who holds out 
a Proſpe& of a delicious Garden; out of 
which an Angel, with a flaming Swordz 
drives a Man and a Woman Naked; who; 
in their Looks, betray all the Agonies of Sor- 

row and Remorſe. Behind this Figure, ad- 
vances a venerable Perſon, with a Mitre ori 
his Head. He looks up (with all the Signs 
of Admiration and Gratitude) towards the 
Old Man, who holds the little Rolls in the 
Foldings of his Garment ; and he ſtretches 
out his Arm, as if he meant to preſent him 
with a Book, lettered on the Back, T's I E- 
MAM. Not far off, is drawn a large 
Groupe of Men; fe with Buskins on 
their Legs; others with a patticular Kind 
of flight Pumps on their Feet; and Two or 
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Three with Vizard-Masks on their Faces, 
At ſome Diſtance, up in the Air, is ſeen a 
Figure with a Human Face, and the Legs 
and Body, and Wings, of a Swan: It ſeems 
to direct its Flight to the Clouds: And be- 
neath, on. a Plain, are repreſented . ſeveral 
Games of Exerciſe, as Running, Wreſtling, 
Horſe and Chariot-Races ; with Crowds of 
SpeRatours. 

| Is the Third Pannel, the Figure, that firſt 
| engages the Eye, is Aftrea, ſitting on a broad 
Blue Arch of a Circle ; in which are ſhadow- 
ed out darkly, in Miniature, the Likeneſſes 
of ſeyeral Animals. In her Hand fhe holds 
the Ballance, of which ſhe was the Inventrefs : 
In the Scales are Human Figures, leſſened in 
due Proportion. In the deſcending Scale 
is only One Perſon, bearing in his Lap a 
Sphere; and upon it, lies the Draught of a 
City beſieged, with ſeveral Engines, of an 
ancient Form, planted on the Walls. He 
beckons to a Man of a ſtudious Aſpect; 
who ſeems intent upon a Priſm of Glaſs, 
and holds a Book open, which the Pain- 
ter's Pencil has entituled PRI VoIP. NA. 
1URIIL. PHILOSOPH. MATHEMAT. In 
the riſing Scale is a Clufter of ſmart Men, 
| in 
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in tawdry Dreſſes, with little Rapiers, cock- 
ed Hats, and tied Wigs; holding divers 
Sorts of Mathematical Inſtruments. Beneath, 
are ſeveral Perſons, whoſe Merit is diſtin» 
guiſhed by their peculiar Marks of Honour, 
This Man leans upon a Plough ; That holds 
a Line and Plumbet, and points to the 
Plan of an Houſe: One looks through a 
Teleſcope ; another obſerves ' a Mariners 
Compaſs; and a Third winds up a Pendu- 
lum Clock. Amongſt them, are Two Wo- 
men: The Firſt holds a Diſtaff under her 
Left Arm; and a Weaver's Shuttle in her 
Right Hand: The Second plays upon an 
Organ; and ſeems raviſhed with the Sound 
of the Inſtrument. At a proper Diſtance, 
and in a due Poſition, fits a Man with a. 
Piece of ſtrained Canvas placed before him; 
over his Left Thumb is a Painter's Pallet, ; 
with a Mixture of Colours upon it; in 
his Right Hand he holds a Pencil ; and he 
caſts his Eyes full upon Aſtrea, and her Bal- 
lance. 5 
I Cong now to the Fourth Pannel ; 
which contains the Repreſentation of the 
Laſt Pſychoſtatical Experiment. In the pre- 
vailing Scale fits a Man, whoſe Looks are 
Bb2 {ull 
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full of Goodneſs and Compaſſion ; and 
with both his Hands, he ſcatters Pieces *. 
Silver and Gold to a mixt Multitude of 
Indigent, Maimed, and Sick, People. Hard 
by, is exeted a neat, plain Building; and, 
in the Front of it, is opened to the View 
2 long Gallery; wherein Young, and Old, 
of Both Sexes, are employed on various 
Manufactures. Looking up to the Perſon 
in the other Scale, who weighs ſo light, 
I find there is a remarkable Blindneſs in 
his Eyes, notwithſtanding they are drawn. 
wide open; his Features betray evident 
Marks of Weakneſs and Fury; and he 
hugs in his Arms (as apprehenſive of its 
Danger) a carved Model of a Church, 
on which riſes an exorbitant high Stee- 

Ee. 

On the Corniſh of this Room, are to 
be ſeen ſome few Heads of the beſt Greek 
and Roman Philoſophers, Oratours, and Hi- 
ſtorians. On the Cieling, I behold the 
Battle of Blenheim; The brave Exploits of 
ancient Herges, wha ſaved their Countrey 
from Ruin ; +and, through Party-Rage, be- 
came Exiles, or loſt their Lives: And 
here, likewiſe, does the Story of Socrates 

find 
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find Place, with the Manner of his Death; 
together with the Sufferings of the Great 
Inſtructours of Mankind, who (om his 


Days to our Time) have been IE 
the Cauſe of Truth. 


v -. 
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EN — O Morwow, it will be « Tear 42 
00 15 Hal, ſince the Publick Was. firſt. 
RAS alarmed with the ſtartling Title of 
26 WH THE FRE ETHIU KER. 
which, from the Lights it has been ſhewn 


in (through the Progreſs of this Paper pd by 


this Time appears a very harmleſs, 
Character. : 
Among the Greeks, thoſe Perſons, who ap- 


ply'd Themſelves to the Study of Truth. 


wr 


/ 
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ſor the Inſtruction of Mankind, were at firft 
dignified by the Style of WIS E- Mix. 
This Mark of Diſtinction was, afterwards, 
too invidious and aſſuming: For 
which Reaſon, they condeſcended to call 
Themſelves Lovzxs os WIS DOM, or 
PHIL OSO HERS. This Appellation 
(through the Modeſty of it) gained fo 
univerſal an Approbation, that it was re. 
ceived among the Romans; and has, ſince, 
been naturalized in all the European Lan- 
guages, where-ever Knowledge has flou- 
riſhed. | | 8 
In the mean Time, white neither the La- 
tin, nor any of the Living Languages have 
been able to raiſe (out of their own Growth) 
an Expreſſion equivalent to this compound 
Greek Word; the Engliſh Tongue alone has, 
by a happy Conjunction of two Ideas, which 
are the Glory of Humane Nature, improved 
the borrowed Phraſe, PHI LOSOPHER,. 
into FREE-THINKER: A Phraſe, © 
which not only denotes the full Senſe of 
the Former; but likewiſe ſhews, wherein 
the very Nature and Perfection of Philoſophy 


He 


. 
* 
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Hie alone is properly. a Wiſe Man, WPhi- - 


loſopber, or Lover of Wiſdom,. who diſdains to 
ſubmit his -Reaſon to the Prejudices i of 
Cuſtom, of Education, of Authority, of In- 


tereſt, or of Paſſion: Who (to the utmoſt of 


partially, before he determines. either to ap- 


prove, or to reject, them; and who is neither 


Unwilling, nor Afraid, to enlarge his Un- 
derſtanding, and to exerciſe the Faculties 
of his Mind, freely, upon every kind of 
Knowledge, which, he thinks worthy his 
Notice, or his Duty to learn, as a Man. 
And yet, notwithſtanding the Elegancy, the 
Dignity, and the Significancy, of this Engliſh 
Expreſſion; had I not undertaken (in many of 
my Lectures) to reſcue it from the general 
Clamour raiſed againſt it, through the Raſh- 
neſs of ſome Writers, the Malice of Others, 
and the Bigotry of the Ignorant; . we had 


probably, in a few Years more, thrown the. 


Name of Free-Thinking out of the Language; 


which would have rendered it more practi- 


cable (in Proceſs of Time) to baniſh out 


of the Nation, the manifold Privileges, ari- 


fing from the Freedom of Thought. _ 


Co ui 


g * 
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I'Tomr now to purſue the Method, 
which (from the Beginning) I determined to 
obſerve at the End of every Half. Nur, for 
the Advantage of my Readers. The Supple- 
ment to the Preliminary Lectures conſiſts of 
Eight Papers; Four of which are pointed out 
in the Third Paragraph of the Hundred and 
Fifth Paper; with which I cloſed the prece- 
ding Half Tear: The other Fur will be found 
in the Hundred and Eleventh, Hundred and 
T hineenth, Hundred and Fifteemb, and the 
Hundred and Seventeenth Lecture: But, the 
Second Section of the Hundred and Thirteenth, 
and the Concluſion of the Hundred and Se- 
venteenth, will be more ample ; if the Hun- 
red and Forty Sixth Paper be ſubjoined to 

Them. After the S ent, in the 
Courſe of Reading, comes the Porch of 
Knowledge ; Three Columns of which I have 
erected in Six Papers: The Hundred and Thiny- 
Eighth and Hundred and Thiny-Ninth Papers 
make the Firſt Column; The Second is raiſed 
in the Hundred and Forty-Firſt and the Hun- 
died and Forty-Second ; and the Third Columm 
is ſet up in the Hundred and Fifty. Fſih, and 
the Hundred and Fifty-Sixth Paper: But, the 
Hundred and Forty-Third, and the Hundred and 
Fftierb, 


f 
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Fiftieth, Paper may ſerve (in ſome Meaſure) 
to illuſtrate the Doctrines, inſcribed on the 
Firſt and Second Column. In the Fifth Para- 
graph of the Laſt Cloſing-Paper, I direct the 
Student in Politich to Five Lectures for his 
Purpoſe ; to which he may now have the Sa- 
tisfaction of adding Two more, by turning to 
the Hundred and Thirty-Second, and the Hun- 
dred and Thirty Fifth, Number: The Former 
of which Two Papers (if not Both) he will 
more fully comprehend, by peruſing, with 
them, the Hundred and Fifiy-Firfl Diſcourſe. 
I Havs ſeveral Times hinted ; That the 
Free-Thinker has a Long Courſe to run: My 
Race ſeems to grow before me; and ſo end- 
leſs is the Purſuit of Knowledge, that (in my 
Imagination) I am as far from the End of it 
now, as I was, when I firſt ſet out. The 
Candour and Impartiality, with which I be- 
gan this Work, I endeavour till to preſerve z 
and ſhall not, knowingly, forfeit it, in my fu- 
ture Labours. To this Uprightneſs of my 
Intentions alone, do I attribute the peaceable 
Reception, and the indulgent Treatment, 
which theſe Free Diſcourſes have met with ' 

amongſt Readers of every Party, and every 
Perſwaſion. And, as I ſpeak out plain 
Vor. III. e f Truths, 
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Truths, with no Intention to offend; my 
Countreymen (in General) have hitherto been 
ſo equitable to Me, and ſo kind to Them- 
ſelves, as not to take Offence at the Dictates 
of Common Senſe, uttered with Modera- 
tion. 

At the ſame Time; I am not inſenſible, 
that there are many Perſons, who wiſh (not 
through Ignorance) I would not give my ſelf 
the Trouble of Publiſhing my Thoughts ; 
apprehending, perhaps, I may lower the 
Price of Errours, and bring them (in a few | 
Months more) to be an unſaleable Commo- 
dity. All I have to reply to theſe Dealers 
in Trinkets, and flight Ware, is; that I ex- 
poſe my Goods fairly, in the Publick Mar- 
ket ; that every Buyer has the Liberty of 
examining and finding Fault, to either the beſt, 
or the worſt, of his Judgment ; that I do not 
deſire my Opinions ſhould be taken upon 
my own Recommendation; that I may 
frequently Err, notwithſtanding all my Care 
to the contrary; that I. ſeek only after 
Truth, and ſhall always be glad to have 
any of my Miſtakes corrected. The Fairy- - 
Philoſopher is a Man; and deſires to be 
treated, upon all Occaſions, as a Man; 

| Which 
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which is the Treatment he has, all along, given 
to others : And the moſt he pretends to, by 
Way of Diſtinction from the Generality of 
Writers, is (as he declares in the very Second 


Paper) Neither to be afraid to avow a Truth, 
nor aſhamed to retract an Errour, 


The End of the Third Volume. 
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